



Capta-:n Jqhn DAltqn. 


MEMOIE 

» •* 

OF 

CAFTilN DALTOJf 

H.E.I.C.S, 

DEFENDER OF TRIGHINOPOLY' 1752-1753. 


CHARLES MLTON, f.R.Q.S., 

AUTHOR OP ‘‘life AND TIMES OK GENERAL *SIK EDWARD CECIL.” 


“ gallant and able officell'd* 

BfALC(n:.M*s Li^e of Clive, i. 119^ 


LONJJON:* 

W. la. ALJjEN a CD., 1« WATERLOO PLAjOB*, 

PALL MALL. &W. 

1886 . .* 


(Alt BightH reserved,) 



JiONDON : 

PRINTED BT W. H. ALDE^ AND CO., 13 WATERLOO PLACE, B.W. 



IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY 
OP . 

MY BELOVED AUNT AND FRIEND, 


ISABELLA DALTON. 




..PREFjlCE. 

‘‘ Facts are stubborn things.** 

• 

The memoirs liow offered to the reading public 
were written^ some years ago, and a few copies 
printed for private circulation. A revised 
edition of these memoirs is now made public, 
because I find that few, if %ny, outside the 
immediate circle of Captain Dalton’s descend- 
ants, are aware that Bobert Orme, the Indian 
hie%orian of the eighteenth centu:(y, transferred 
a great part of the*contents of the jbumal 
kept by (^aptaih Dalton, (during the last few years 
of his service in India, fb his Historp of the War 
4R India, which apppared ii» *1763. Mucli df tiie 
credit that devolved*npon Orme for h\^ historieal 
producjion was really due to Daltsa, wd it. is* 
because tbds fact still remains u^known^^at I 
mow publish the military ii;iemoirs of Iny great- 
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grandfather, who etipplied the hitriiprian fvith the 
minnth details which chkracfeci^.9> great part of 
the first YolumS of a work which went through 
fdhr editions, and has supplied the.fdundation- 
stone of all subsequent works lelaling to the 

transactions of the British in India a hundred 

• • • * 

and thirty odd years ago. * 

I have no wish to detract from the fame of the 
mighty dead. I merely wish to do an* act of 
justice to the memory of a brave and* single*, 
minded soldier, who, I am quite sur^, desired no 
public acknowledgment of the favour he con- 
ferred upon the historian, by {umishing him 
with the interesting chronicle of the stirring 
military events which took place, in Southern 

India between 1750 and 1754. « 

# 

Succeeding generations of biographers have 
expressed th5ir .admiration of Orme’s historical 
powers. ‘ Here are t^o specimens.: — 

** Few • historians,” • says Chalmer^, “have 
connected the bvents of their story with 'more • 
perspicuity or related theo^ with mote 'concise- 
ness.'’ 

r I « , ' 

“ Orme^ inferior to no English ,^storian,” 
wrote 'Lqrd'Macauljsy, “in style and jfower of 
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paintml', is ipinnte even to'tedionsness. In one 
volnme he allp,t^Qn*an Average a closely printed 
quarto page to ^e events etery forty-eight 
hours.” • , , 

The lyni-«yed Macaulay saw, vrhat other bio- 
graphers failed to discover, the discrepancy in 
style in ^ails of thP Indian historian’s work. 
Had he known, w^t the reader now does, that 
Orme'had fitted in whole extracts from Captain 
Dalton^s Indian journal into his “History,” 
weaving thg whole together with the dexterity 
and ingenuity of a first-Class parlour-fire histo- 
rian, he woul^not have wondered at the minute- 
ness, which is more in keepjng with a daily 
journal ^thap a histo^ extending over many 
years. 

•Again, Sir John Malcolm, whp knew,, from 
Orme’e own lette^a to Clive, thqt'the historian 
sent his proof.sheets to Lo/d Clive for correction, 
and received maps and 'much valuable informa- 
tion *&om that great soldier ,«doeh not appear to 
hava hedn aware qf the ‘existence of Dalton’s 
Joqmal, nor * of Orme’s *wholesale exfracts* 
from A. 

“ Nh apology,’’ writes I^lcolm in his *IAfe of 
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CUu, “ is necessary *for adopting ^is (Ozme’s)^ 
narrattve, which, in it^ very .niijxnteness, is as^ 
interesting as it*is instructive.” 

'During the last twelve months tof Captain 
Dalton’s residence in India, Orme» was absent 
from that (x>untry, having returned to England ; 
Olive was also in England ; so tLat ’ Dalton’s 
journal, recording, as it did, jfche chief events in 
Southern India during that stirring ^ear, was 
peculiarly valuable to a historian. If it be « 
thought unprecedented to disclose t];ie secrets of 
a historian who has bebn long dead, I may quote 
a precisely similar case. , 

More than ^60 years after Holinshed’s 
Chronicles appeared in print, a MS.r journal 
relating to the siege of Gnisnes, and written by 
Arthur Lord <&rey de Wilton, was discovered -in 
an old, box of ' <|wds at Oultqn Park, Cheshire, 
and was found to> coinpide, nearly verbatim, with 
the account giv^n of that» siege by Holihshed in 
his Chronicles' of 'En^and and Scotland. Holins-^ 
bed never mentioned ‘who furnished hlih with 
(this '^interesting jotmal,. which he transfer;j;ed 
wholesale te his history ; and, oh accoiHut of this 
silence hn, his part, ,a member of the Greyde^ 
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Wiltoif familjr, in 1847, pxblished, in one of the 
Camden Society^ *pnbKcation8, the newly-dis- 
covered journal *of his ancestor? penned nearly 
300 year6 Ijefore, and gave the parallel passages 
from Holiifshed, showing most clearly how the 
old chronicler had copied entire passages from 
the matfuscript lent Him by Lord Qrey de 
Wilton. Here, if ^t were wanted, is precedent 
enough for my showing where Orme gleaned 
some «f his graphic descriptions. But in the 
case of Captain Dalton’s Journal, which contains 
over 166 folio pages, there would be nothing 
gained by publishing the entire MS. now, as the 
pith of it is to be found in Onne's history. I 
have givjBn, jn the following pages, more extracts 
from Orme’s history than from Dalton’s jourhal, 
as.I feel, all the time 1 am quotinjg from Orme, 
that my ancestor supplied infonpation, 
although what he wrote in tha bustle of camp 
life, and In Uie few leiire^ moments.at bis die- 
posal, when commandant of the beleaguered.town 
of Trichinopoly, ha*^ in some parts, heen> pruned 
do'vra tb due hititoric proportions. 

1 aifl ntpch indebted lo my brothe^in-law, fhe 
Bev. O. B. Norcliffe, of L^gton' -Ha^, Malton, 
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for the extracts he has kindly copied for ihe from 
Captain Dalton’s journal*— whickvduable manu- 
script is in his" possession — as* well as for the* 
tracings of the two military plans, dirawh by 
Captain Dalton in his journal, and wMch I have 
had lithographed, in a reduced size, for my 
reprint. ‘ * * • * 

I also am much indebted to my cousin Colonel 
Yule, O.B., Member of the Indian Coundil, for 
helping me to obtain access to jbhe Slasi India . 
Records in the India Office, from which records 
I obtained much valuable information. 

Finally, I have to acknowledge, with many 
thanks, the courtesy and invariable civility I 
have met with from the officials of th§ Public 
Record Office, London, and the Record Office of 
Irelai^d in Dublin. 

C. DALTON. 


32, WjJBt Cromwell Road, * , 
«. Lq^on, S-W!” 

S*pt.*15,l886.* 
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CHAPTER I. 

• • 

Introduction. — James Dalton appointed to the Sixth Kegiment of 
Foot. — Joins in Difblin. — Tho Archbishop’s Visitation. — The Sixth 
marches to Limerick, 1719. — Marriage of Lieut. James Dalton. 
— Birth of John Dalton, 1725. — The Sixtti proceeds to Scotland, 
1739. — W'ith Spain. — Ton new llcgiments raised. — James 
, Dalton promoted Captain, 1740. — John Dalton obtains a Commis- 
sion in Hanmer’s Marine Regiment, 1741. — The Sixth embarks for 
West Indies on Active Service. — Death of Captain James Efalton, 
1742.— Remarks on the Climate of the J^oSt Indies, ^nd '•of 
Jamaica in particular.— ^Tho Old Marine Regiments. • 

TN the fllustrated Londoh iVew« of^SeptembeV 16, 
1854^ there is a picture of iw ueV railway bridge 
across tha Oavery^ uniting Trichinopoly wUh the island 
of Seringham^ add the d^picription of Tl'ichinopoly 
begins as follows ; — Trichinopoly, on^e th^-st^g* 
hold of British power in Southern In8ift,«and rendered 

* 1 
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famous by the d^ds ofr Clive^ Lawrence, Dalton, and 
other 'heroes,” &c. c 

*’ c 

The successful defence of Trichinopoly against the 
Brench and their allies in 1762-53 Captain John 
Dalton, the Commandant, is recorded in every history 
of British India ; but the pleasant task of first making 
public the memoirs of Captain Dalton’s military life, 
and giving some details of the family of Dalton, has 
now fallen to my lot. ^ 

The father of the subject of these memoirs was 
Captain James Dalton, of the 6th Regiment of Foot, ^ 
who came of an old Yorkshire family which had been 
long settled in the East Riding prior to removing into 
Richmondshire. James Dalton was ^great-grandson of 
that Lieutenant-Colonel John Dalton of Caley Hall 
near Otley, who, on the outbreak of the great Civil 
War, served under his brother-in-law, the Lord Darcy, 
in the Royalist army, and was dangerously wounded 
on July 5, 164?, on passing t^e bridge of . Burton- 
on-Trent* while .conducting Queen Henrietta Mariaf 
from Bridlington to Oxftrd. Colonel Dklton never 

* Sir Thomas Tyldesley (as he soon after became) forced the 
bridge of BnrtOtn-npon-Trent' by a des}>erate charge oi cavalry. 

f On February 22, 164^, Qi^een Henrietta Maria landed at Brid- 
lington, was at< York, March aO, at Newark, June 27, and met her 
hnsbaiita' Jtny 18.^ See Miss Strickland’s Lives of the Qfteens of 
Unglmd, yol. iv. pp. £17-227 ; edit. 1877. 
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recovered froip this wound, and, after twelve months 
of iU-health, died at* Yosk on July 24, and 

received honourablte burial in ¥orb Minster. The 
following louchjng entry was inscribed by Sir William 
Dalton,*^ the deceased officer’s father, on the fly-leaf 
of a law-bookf where he had chronicled the births and 
deaths of l|is ohddren and grandchildren : — 

'^My only sonne John Dalton was wounded at 
Burton,upon Trente tfle fift of July 1643 and thereof 
dyed the 24tor 25 th of July 1644, who was A valiant 
' man and A duetyhill and lovinge sonnb.” 

In 1627 Colonel Dalton had married Dorothy Darcy, 
daughter of Conyers Lord Darcy* by Dorothy, daughter 
of Sir Henry Beliasis, Knight and Baronet, whose wife 
{Ursula) was daughter of that Siy Thomas Fairfax 
of Denton who had served as a soldier of fortune 
in Italy and Germany. Besides other issue. Colonel 
Dalton left at his decease two sons,, Williams and 
Thoma&( Williarji, tjie eldest son, , jvas knighted "by 
Charles II. for .the services he and his lather had 
^ — 

* William Dalton, of Hanxwell,* Knt., Attorney-General to tl|e 
Nortbom Court at York, wf^ knighto^paf Whitehall, April* 28, *1629. 
He married Theophane Booth, of thS ancient family of Booth of 
Killingholx^, LincolnsWre. fie died in Jaxmarj 16i9, gnd was bsri&d 
in York Minster. 0^ 

t .This fiiteit|^sting old book, with its quaint fajnily r^,64»;....:^8 m 
the possession of the Rev. 0. B. Norcliffe, Langtqp HaU. 1 

* -1 
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rendered during* the <Civil Wars. TJ^e secend son^. 
Thomas^ settled at Bedrle^ *and, marrying Anne,, 
daughter of Sb Mtfrmaduke Wy'nll, Bart., of Con* 
stable Burton, was father of John D^^lton^of Bedale,. 
who, dying in 1701, left an only child, ^ James. 

On May 2, 1718, in the nineteenth year of his age^ 
James Dalton was gazetted Ensign iu the Jtojral War- 
wickshire Regiment of Foot, then commanded by 
Colonel Robert Dormer, being ihe 6th Line Rf^giment» 
In the following month he joined in Dublin. A good 
idea of the state of Ireland may be gathered from ft ' 
general order issued to the officers commanding Hia 
Majesty’s Forces in that kingdom : — 

Whereas His Grace the Lord^ Archbishop of 
Dublin, one of th^ Lords Justices of the Kingdom, 
is going on his Visitation to Kilkenny, and that it will 
be for His Grace’s « safety to have a gilard to attend 
him on some parts of his Road thither and back again, 
where, the coun^Ty is infested ^itl^, Tories, Robbers, 
and !^apparees, these are to direct aud require you to 
send '‘withd His ^ Grace the’ Lord Archbishop such a 
nuu^bercof men throqgli such parts of the Road, lead* 
ing to and from Kilkenny, as His Grace shall think fit 
to attend hkn for hisosafety. Each pitrty when relieved 
aflre^!!’jL-r‘»turn ,jto their former Garrison.^^ The Qivil 
Magistiates to provide them with convenient 
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-^uartere'on tli&ir march according to Lav. Given, 
&o., 28 May, 1718.’;» ' ’ , 

In July^ 1719 Dormer’s regiment marched from 
Dablin to LimeHck, where it was stationed some time. 
James Dalton was made Lieutenant on August 29, 
1721, and a year or two after was appointcfd subaltern 

® j ^ 'I 

to the Grenadier Company of his regiment. There is 
a tradition in his family that his sword and pistols were 
by no means idle during bis long service as a sub- 
altern oflicer in Ireland, and that the duels he fought 
earned him the sobriquet of “ Fighting” Jem Dalton. 
He married Miss Elizabeth Smith of Limerick, and 
had an only child, John Dalton, the subject of this 
memoir, who was born about the close of 1725 in 
Dublin, or Dublin County, where Dormer’s regiment 
was then stationed. 

In the summer of 1739 ten regiments on the Irish 

establishment, of which Guise’s, late Dormer’s, w;as 

one, were brought over to Britain. Stirring times 

were at hand. Another war between Great B^ain 

and Spain having become inevitable, 'the army was 

increased and the estiablishmont of Guise’s regiment 

was augmeuted. Thi8<«ugmentation prodioted James 
♦ ^ ^ ^ 

Dalton to be captain, his^ rfsommission '•being dated 

. ■> --- -- - 

J ® • 

* Vrim a copy in the Record Offiep^of Jrelahd, Doblin. 
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January 19, 1739-40; fuid John Ouise) the colonel of 
this regiment, was m^e a hrigadier-general. 

Early in 1740 six regiments of marines were raised 
to serve under Admiral Vernon in tKe <W est Indies. 
A war with Spain — a war in itself just and necessary, 
and entered into by the repeated advice oE both 
Houses of Parliament — was most 'popfular. The 
enthusiasm through the country was intense. Officers 
on half-pay^ and those civilians who desired Sommis-* 
sions, flocked up to London in )arge 'numbers to ^ 
try and get appointed to the new regiments. The 
newspapers gave out that some considerable enterprise 
would be undertaken as soon as the marine forces were 
ready for service. Becruiting went bn so merrily that 
the six marine regliments of about one thousand men 
each were speedily formed. George finding the war 
so popular^ ordered four more marine regiments to be 
raised in the autumn of 1740. These additional regi- 
ments were raised directly after 'the' first embarkation 
of the troops, in October <1740, who ''sailed under the 

0 I 

convoy of a naval force commanded by Sir Chaloner 
Ogle — ^fhe troops being under, the command of the 
gallant Lord^Cathcart. ^ ^ 

One of tl^ four new n^drine regiments was raised in 
NtJvSm^r 1740, and, in December, Colcuel "XVilliam 
Hanmer,r who* came ,of the old Flintshire family of 
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that nanfe^ was^ appointed to bo colonel and captain of 
a company in the said vegiment.* In thosa days 
every regiment was called by the name of its then 
colonel, anii accordingly^ this marine regiment, whidi 
was really the iith Marines, was called " Hanmer’s 
Marines. Captain James Dalton applied /or and ob- 
tained a*commisAon for his son, as second lieutenant 
in Hanmer^s Marines, and, on February 6, 1741, John 
Dalton'«-then only fifteen — was appointed to Hanmer^s 
regiment^. 2n those days the Gazettes took little or 
* no notice of subaltern officers, and, in looking through 

volumes of the London Gazette, I find but few promo- 

• • 

tions or appointments chronicled, under the rank of 
captain. The information I received from the War 
Office, fortunately provides me with the date of John 
Dalton^s ffirst commission, I conclude that his first 
commission was purchased, and a good sum paid for it 
too, as I read in the London Daily Post 4br “ February 
19, 1742,’^ that »the» marine officer.^ who ^went 6ut 
with Admiral Vernon’s expedition hed paid such vast 
sums of money for their *commissio;is to a iertain 
SecrUary, that it was expected that* there would Jbe a 
Parlmment&ry enquiry about it.” I , suppose this 

• ^ . 

Wm. Ha]iunsr, Esq., to be colonel of a neW raisecT iropmeift of 

inarineB.”— aLontfon Gazette, December 1740. ^ " 
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extortion^’ was* practised upon all the jiew ragimeuts, 
whether they went abroad pr not. 

Having started one young marine* subaltern on his 
niilitary career^ I must return for a b^ef lime to his 
father, who was with his regiment at Inverlochy in 
£iyerness-shire. Guise’s regiment had received orders, 
in July 1741^ to hold itself in readiness to„ embark on 
active service. , ’Tis said/’ wrote a Scotch correspon- 
dent of the London Daily Po»i under date of August 
26, 1741, ^^that Guise’s regiment and .some other 
troops will immediately embark on board some trans- 
ports from Clyde for Cork, which is raported will be 
the place of rendezvous of the force designed for 
America. His Excellency General Clayton* set out 
yesterday for Inverlochy where that regiment is quar- 
tered.” Before this review, which was preliminary to 
the immediate departure of the regiment, took place. 
Captain James Dalton had set his affairs in order and 
executed a deed which provided for^his wife’s main- 
tenance during his^ absence abroad, and, in case of his 
deatfiy left .her in sole possession of all h?s worldly 
goods. This xrill,^ which 'is short and soldierly, begins 
as follows : — , 

"^' Know all men by thesp presents I Captain James 

J^asper Claytoxi, Oolonel of the 14tb»Uegimeiit and 
Ooniittand(,r-in-Chief<in<3cotland, 1741. 
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Dalton of the ,Honble. Brigadier Gmse’s Regiment of 
Foot to have made constituted and appointed and 
hj these presents 'to make coilstitute and appoint 
and in my place depute Elizabeth Dalton my beloved 
wife my true find lawful! attorney procuratrix fo^ 
me the said Captain James Dalton and in my 
name sttead and ’ place to receive from Robert Mit- 
ehiner Esqre Paymaster to the oaid Brigadier 
Ouise’s , Regiment or ally other paymaster who may 
hereafter bc> appointed Paymaster to the said Regi- 
ment the sum of four pounds sterling money to 
be payd monthly to her out of my subsistence^ during 
all the days of my lifetime •* • . and in the event of 
my death and of her surviving me then and in that 
case I hereby give convey and bequeath to the said 
Elizabeth Dalton my wife all goods and sums of money 
pertaining and* belonging to me or> that will be justly 
due me by bills bonds ticketts accounts arrears of my 
pay or any other i^anrjier or way what^omever the time 
of my decease hereby ordaining coiretituting an^ ap- 
pointing the said Elizabeth Dalton iqy wife my sole 
execuLrix of this my last Will and' Testament. . • 
In te'^timbny whereof I the said James ^Dalton have 
hereunto sett my hand and feal at Inverness in North 

• " ’ "tf “a 

* « 

^ * A captain’s pay in 1740 was l(/s. ii.()ay. 

la O 
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Britain this thirteenth* day of August^in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-one. 

. . . James Daiton*’* 

•It is noticeable in this will that James Dafton makes 
no mention whatever of his only son. ^ He left every* 
thing to his^ beloved wife^ and he had but little to leave 
behind him.* His son had been faiily sta^teQ in life 
and was expected to make his own way independent of 
his mother. The son did not ^IKshort of his/ather's 
expectations. 

Early in September 1741, the Scotch Correspondent ' 
of the London Evening Post sent the following bit of 
news to that paper, relative to Guise’s regiment — 
Guise’s ** Geese,” as they were jocularly termed by 
military wags : — t 

“ We hear from Glasgow that Guise’s BUgiment of 
Foot is marched for Greenock, in order to be embarked 
on board the transports for Jamaica ; that the officers 
anil soldiers were all well and in thigh spirits, asid that, 
of ttie whole regimen^ not four private men had 
deserted.” c • 

o 

When it is remOmb^red that nothing but misfortunes 
and reverses had befallen the British troopi^ sincetthey 


^'iTrom a copy the original will at Somerset ifouse, LoAdon. 
Registoreci 166 BQy.(h>t£ 
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had left Ehgland in the previous autumn, the enthusiasm 
of all the troops jiov about*to be sent to reinforce the 
British forces in tfie West Indies is highly to their 
credit. The, expedition against Carthagena in South 
America had proved an utter failure, and, what was 
worse, had cost many brave lives. Fever^ dysentery, 
and epidemics peculiar to the*Spanish Main, had deci- 
mated the troops. OflScers and men suffered alike. 
Lord Outhcart, the Commander-in-Chief of the land 
forces, had died of dysentery at the Island of St. 
Christopher at the very outset of the campaign. He 
was badly repldced by Brigadier-General Wentworth, 
between whom and Admiral Vernon, the naval Com- 
maiider-in-Chief, there was not always the cordial co- 
operation so necessary for success in a combined naval 
and military expedition. The reports of the losses and 
sufferings of* Ihe British troops before Carthagena, 
and in the Island of Cuba, where they were stationed 
for some* months, wero fully chroniclod in thj 3 London 
papers, and fromithem copied ipto other journals^^ So 
popular was a Spanish war, ‘nowever, tjat w<k6n vblun- 
teers were called for from other r^giihents, to raise«the 
regimenti ordered on active service up ^to their war 
strength, whole cobipanies volunteered for the service,, 
and^lamourpd^to go. Tommy Atkins, ^a i undred 
fifty yean ago, looked vitk the^ saifie'cputempt oa a 
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Spaniard as his sons and grandsons did on tb^ French 

at the* commencement of the gfeat Peninsular War, as 

recorded in the doggerel : — 

Two d— d Frenchmen, one Porttigee, 

One jolly Englishman lick all throe 1 

Nor were the officers any less enthusiastic than the 
men. The 1st Royals whs a two-batthlion regiment, 
and only a cerlhin number of companies were ordered 
on active service. One battalion was at Cork tod the 
other at Edinburgh. The captains of both battalions 
agreed to draw lots as to which companies should go 
abroad. In the Evening Post is this entry : — 

Cork, October 6, 1741. — ^The Captains of the Royal 
Regiment have drawn lots for the companies to go to 
the West Indies, and the Lieutenants and Ensigns are 
to draw lots to -morrow.” ® 

Those who drew lucky numbers, as they considered, 
went" with the expedition. Poor fellows! Most of 
them had drawn ^their death-warrants, as but few lived 
to return home. Her^ is an extract from another 
Londdn paper showing the martial spirit evinced by 
all ranks : — • * 

" Cork, October 28, 1741. — ^^1 the troops" are well 
and^ in iiill 6|>irits, and a^Cnt to between 8,000 and 
4,000; men. Y/ui numbers of the men whose lot it 
was to stay atch&me ara greatly troubled. In one case. 
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where two men^had cast lots to the one who had to 
stay had but six ^hillings in the worlds and he gave it 
to his comrade to goi" in his stead/^^ ^ 

I find from, the Evening Post that the fleet, having 
on board the Royals, Blakeney's and Guise’s regiments 
(Guise’s being under the command of ][jieutenant- 
Colonel Murray ill the absence of its colonel. Brigadier 
Guise, who had gone out with the troops in the previous 
autumn as one of the four brigadiers), sailed from Cork, 
October 2^, 1741, with a convoy of fifty ships, bound 
for the West Indies. 

An epidemic Having broken p^t at the British camp 
in Cuba, the troops were re-embarkcd and conveyed to 
Jamaica in November. The change does not seem to 
have been profitable, and an English ofiicer writing 
from Jamaica, early in 1742, to a friend in England, 
said there was no need for the Spaniards to attack 
them, as they were dying off as fast as" their enemy 
could wish ! The jsamo writer mentiods a nayal expe- 
dition, with a few troops on, board, being despatched 
from Jamaica in the spring of 1742 to make^a descent 
upon some Spanish port ; but np good fortune attended 
it. I believe it to have been ’in one of » these futile 

V I > 

expeditions that Captain Jam^s Dalton lost his ^ 


London Daily Po9t, Nov. 5, 1741.* * 
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he was drowned when ^making a landing in Hhe West 
Indies in the spring of *1742. In^ the Gentleman^n 
Magazine for 1742 i find the folloVing notice : — 

* Died in the West Indies, from Marc^ 8*to May 18, 
‘Guise’s regiment, Captains Hunt, Belli and Dalton, and 
eight lieutenants/^ 

Thus, in less than thre& months, were half the officers 
in one regimeilt swept away. Under date of August 27, 
in this year, the London Daily Post has ihis sad 

notice : — • 

• • , 

Various letters from Jamaica bring advice that the 

last land forces that^wpre sent over thither have been 
so impaired by sickness that there are not half of them 
capable to bear arms.^’ ^ 

All through the winter months the transports came 
staggering home, under-manned, ill-victhalled, and 
often without thdr commanders, who had perished 
from diseasC' in the West Indies.* These transports 
brought ;the sh&ttered remnants of a once fine army. 
NorTegiments shffered more than ^he Marine regi- 

C * I * 

ments, as^is plainly set forth in the London Evening 
Post. 


c * << No. less iLan forty of the commanders of the transports which 
took ot^ the troops to the West Indies in October 17lo, died there in 
the space <^f a few months .”— Daily Post^ 1741. c 
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April 18, ^ 1743. — Yesterday Brigadier-General 
Blakeney’s Regiment ^ of • Marines — which consists 
•only of 18 men out of 800, who either died or were 
killed in the West Indies — landed from Jamaica.” * 

o 

Here is anothgr extract regarding Colonel Robinson^s 
Marine regiment, which had been raised in Yorkshire 
•early in 1740, and had formerly consisted of picked 
Yorkshiremen : — 

Sotpe marines arrived from Jamaica say that the 
unhealthines{( of the climate is so great, that of 
* Cochranes and Robinson^s marine regiments hardly 
anything is left iut the names'^ 

Captain James Dalton’s widow waited until the 
return of her husband’s regiment to Great Britain 
before proceeding to prove his wilk and it was not 
until May 9, 1743, that the before-mentioned will 
was proved in London by his widow,. 

There is no doubt that Captain Dalton left his widow 

very bad’y provided for. Being of the. younger branch 

of his family, he had no property . of his own, the 

family property being then in the possession of Sir 

Charles Dalton, Gentleman UshgT of the Black Rod, 

« 

' gran^on of Colonel Dalton the Cavalier pfScer. The 
pension for a captain’s wido\^ in those da>s was only 
J626^a year, and I doubt if Mrs. Daljion had 
money of Jier own. 
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I must now return <to *her son, an^ say something* 
abouf his regiment. 

In September Colonel ‘^Hanmer died, and 

the Colonelcy o£ the regiment rom{iin''ed vacant 
till March 1748, when it was bestowed on Lieu- 
tenant-Colpnel John Duncomb of the Foot Guards^ 
London Gazette — March 1743. Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Duncoihb, to be Colonel of Marines, late 
Hanmer^s, and Captain of a tJompany/’ Where the 
regiment was from 1741 to 1743 does* not. appear, 
but I am very certain that it was not on active* 
service, as John Dalton was five year» a second lieu- 
tenant, which stagnation in promotion meant home 
service. 

Before proceeding to the next landmark in Lieu- 
tenant Dalton’s career, I must say a few words about 
the Marine regiments of that time, as they were on a 
different footing to the present corps of Royal Marines, 
which w^s not fcrmed until 1755, and with shich the 
ten,. ^Marine regimentfi of 1740 m^st not be con- 
founded. w 

.It was the Merny Monarch ” who first introduced ' 
Marines into the British service. By his orde.^s six 
companies bf lande souldiers we^e raised as a regi- 
^nt to serve on board the fleet. T^<'s regii^ent, 
which ^ v^as numbered the Third, the Admiral’s, or 
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Duke of York^s j^aritime Regiment^ afterwards became 
a land corps exclusively^end^was eventually honcmred 
by being incorporated with General 4donk’s proud 
Coldstream* Guards. William III. improved on 
Charles II.’s IV^ritime Regiment/’ and by his direc- 
tion two Marine regiments were raised and ^placed on 
the estabUsh\pen4; Of the Royal Navy. Gfose^ in his 
Military Antiquities ^ records that, when* required, the 
rank ancL file were dischaVged from their regiments and 
entered on a ^ip^s books, as foremast men, as soon as 
they became qualiii*ed for such duties. Several Marine 
regiments were devied by Queen Anne to serve with 
the Fleet and on land, when occasion required^ but to 
serve as soldiers, asid not as sailors as in the previous 
reign. The 30th, 31st, and 32nd •regiments of the 
Line were originally Marine regiments, and the two 
latter were raised in 1702 to go jwith Sir George 
Rooke’s fleet to the Spanish coast. Aftes the Peace of 
Utrecht, in 1713, iill t];|Le Marine regiments were dis- 
banded, and it wgis not till the close of 1739, when 
active preparations were bbing made , for swar *with 
Spain; that these popular re^in^ntd of Jollies, as 
the amloi^ termed them, were again ];^sed. We 
have already seen,1;en Mar^e regiments^ were raised 
in 1740/ ani^, as they were to go on active seiwic^ 
members of the best families in EngllinXl^were §lad to 

" 2 
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obtain commissions 4n them. Thej^ wero purchase 
regiftients and were officered from |he Line. Promo- 
tion was rapid^ an ^ exchanges tb and from Line regi- 
Inents could be easily effected; but pir this ceased 
when the Corps of Royal Marines was raised in 1766. 
History does not record whether these old Marine 
regiments were credited with the ''inordinate amount 
of tale-belier<ng credulityt hat sailors are said to lay 
to the charge of the Marines of this century*; but as 
they were a good deal on land in those good old days, 
they probably had to swallow some strange yams from 
*‘Jack*^ when they went afloat. Before leaving the 
subject of the old Marine regiments, it is necessary 
to state that they ranked after the 43rd regiment of 
the Line. Thusi*the 44th was Churchill’s 1st Marines, 
which consisted of ten companies of 100 men each ; 
the 45th was Frazer’s 2nd Marines*; the 46th was 
Hblmes’s 3fd Marines ; the 47th was Byng^s 4th " 
Marine^; the*48th was Cochran^n 5th M^trines; the 
49^th was Robhison^fi 6th Marinas; the 50th was 
CornwaK’s 7th Marines; the 51st was Duncomb’s 
8th Marini; the 52nd was Powlett’s 9th Marines; 
and the 58rd was Sii* Andrew Agnew’s lOth Marines. 
In 1747 Ifhere were sixtyrsix Line regiments, including 
letha above ten Marine regiments. 'VS^hen tbe ten 
Marine regwieiits were reduced in 1748 and 1749, the 
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Line regfraente below the ten Marine regiments 
ranked after the 4^rd regiment according to senidrity, 
but none of the rdgiments were called by their 
seniority nflmj)ers till 1761 ; before that date each* 
regiment was called after its colonel for the time 
being. 


2 



MEMOIR, OF CAPTAIN bALTON. 


CHAPTER H! • 

The Cruise of H.M.S. “ Preston,” 1743-1748. 

On December 12, 1743, John Dalton iwas appointed 
2nd Lieutenant of Marines to il.M.S. ^‘Preston/’ 
of 50 guns — then at Spithead — commanded by Captain 
the Earl of Northesk,* with a complement of 800 men. 
The Marines only numbered twenty -four, including the 
officer. 

After a short cruise in the Downs, the ^‘Preston'’ 
returned to Spitkead, and in March^ 1744, sailed from 
Poiismouthi with Commodore Barnet’s squadron for 
India, and the following extract « from the Londm 
Gazette gives ust the object of the expedition : — 

conseqjaence of applications made by the East 
India •Company to the Lords of the Admiralty, Com- 
modore Barnet, with' the ships under his command) 

*^TheRig&t Hon. George Carnegie, sixth Earl of N/)rthesk, ^as 
appoii^ed to the* ** Preston ” on September 14,. 174i. — Londm Daily 
Post < ‘ 
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viz., the ^TOeptford ' and ^ Medway ’ df 60 guns^ the 
^Preston’ of SO^tand ohe 6f 20, sailed &*om Ports- 
mouth for India to protect settlemdhts in those 
parts/’ 

Prom the muster books of the Preston” at the 
Public Record Office, I have been able to tr^ ce all the 
movements of this ship, which, supplemented by 
extracts from historical works, fill in Ifhe history of 
the Prelton’s ” cruise and furnish us with mile-stones 
and finger^poSts, speaking metaphorically, in Lieu- 
tenant Dalton’s early career. 




Dec. 12, 1743 

. • • Spithead. 

Feb. 20, 1744 

• 

. The Downs. 

March 30, 1744 

• Spithead. 

May 2, 1744 

• A*t sea. 

May 29* 17144 

. St. Jago. 

June 5, 1744 

. At sea. 

August 29, 1744 

do.. 

• 

A 


Extract firom the London Gaz^te, August 1744 v— 
Letters from Commodore Barnet who arrived at 
‘Porto Praya on the island of gtj» Jago, 26th of May 
last, nfith a squadron of ^His Majesty’s ships under his 
command, gives an ^account A|it he foun^^*rideing in 
the read* a ^Spanish privateer called the ' Amiable 1 
Maria’ of *14 carriage and 1^ swivfl •guns^and 79 
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meiii together with a* Pink of about <250 Tons under 
Spaifish colours, which he at* first t<^ok no notice of, 
having no indention to violate *the neutrality of the 
King of Portugal's Port, but being afterwards informed 
that Privateer had taken Pink together with a Brigan- 
tine and bpmt two other English ships which were all 
at anchor m the Island *of May, an& Vhese'men they 
left on that 'island, the Commodore acquainted the 
Governor that finding Privateer had so ncfcoriously 
violated Neutrality of Island of May, he*'di^ not think 
himself obliged to observe any with regard to her, and 
he accordingly sumiponed Privateer hnd Pink to sur- 
render, which they did, and he took possession of 
them.” 


Sept. 4, 1744 
Sept. 13, 1744 . 

Sept. 21, 1744 . 

^ Nov. 7, 1744 
No^, 14,"lV44 . 

. Dec. 13, 174^4 
^.<4, ITUs . 
: Feb. 22; 1745 - , 
April 29, 1745 
May 6^ 1745 ^ . 

8, 1745 . . 
July 22f 1745 ^ 


St. Augustine Bay. 
Madagascar. 

At sea. 

At Prince’s Island. 
Batsfiria. 

Anchored off Luceparas. 
Straights of Sunda. 
Batavia Road. 

/Sunda. ’ ' 

c 

At sea. 

OflF Ceylon*' “ •• 

Fort St. David. 
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The foll6wing«extracts from Orme’s of India, 

explain the above* praise 6f the “ Preston : — • 

** War was now declared between Grdit Britain and 
France^ in conse(|aence of which a squadron of English 
men of war appeared in the Indian seas. It consisted 
of two 60-gun ships^ one of 60 and a frigate of 
20 guns : 'those Ships did not (!ome immediately to the 
English settlements in Indostan, but passing beyond 
them ciliised in two divisions in the straights of 
Sunda an^ Malacca. They took in these stations 
three French ships returning from China to Europe,* 
and one returnii% from Manilla ^ to Pondicherry ; the 

cargoes of which produced 52180,000 sterling 

After rendezvousing at Batavia, the squadron united 
appeared on the Coast of Coromandel in the month of 
July 1745, at which time the garrison of Pondicherry 
consisted of no more than 436 Europeans ; its fortifica- 
tions were not completed, and no French squadron 
had hitherto appestted ki India.*^ • ^ 

The Fre'jch Governor of Ponjicheivy was so alarpaed 
for the safety of that place, ^at he askdd the^Nalfob of 
Arcot*to insist with the English £)ompaity at Madras 
that Commodore Bamet^should Confine his operations to 


* 0ominodore*Bflrnet took a French 50-gun ship and thr|e prizes^ 
^Campboirs Naval History, vol. iv. pa^e 64.) * * 
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the sea. The Nabob being won over to this^one-sided 
bargidn, ordered the Engiish'GbreiTfor to inform the 
Commodore th<t no ’hostilities mu*st take place onland^ 
or he — the Nabob of the Carnatic— %oufd make the 
town of Madras suffer for it. “TMs threat,*’ says 
Orme, " made so much impression upon the government 
of Madras, that they requested and pi^vaHedf on Com- 
modore Barnet to confine his operations to the sea. 
He therefore sent one of the 50-gun ships to bruise iu 
the road of Balas ^ at the entrance "bf , the river 
Ganges, where 'she took two or three Freneh ships 
returning from different parts of Indih to the French 
settlements in Bengal.” The ship sent to Balasore 
was the “ Preston,’’ as the following' dates show : — 

August 14, 1!^45 . . At sea. , 

Sept. 4, 1745 ... In Balasore road. 

O 

Ffom the l<'g-book of the ** Preston ” for 1745 (now 
attthe Public Record OflSce), J re&d that Cai August 
22 she captured wthe French ship Heureux,” and 
on Septei^ber ^<15 she to6k a French and a Dutrh 
ship. From the shoft account given in the log book^ 
I gather that there wls a sharp action betweeR^ the 
*'Heureux ’’ and the " Preston ” before the former 
6tru(^ her flag,^ but the " Preston ” only lo^ one boy in 
the engagement. • The capture of these ships — added 
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to those ofiptur^d in the straits^of Suhda — would give 
a fair share of prize-maneji to the officers on board, 
amongst whom was «our Lieutenitnt of Marines. In 
those good offi days^ officers got their full share of prizes 
money, and had jiot to wait many years for it as they 
have now-a-days, and sometimes never get it at all. 

Now t(T r^urn to the cruise-of the PreiAon : — 

Sept. 21, 1745 . . Off the island Negrais. 

Noy. 7, 1745 . . Do. King’s Island. 

Nov. 30^ 1745 . . At sea. 

Jan. 22, 1746* • . Fort St. George. 

Jan. 29, 17'^6 . . Off Pondicherrie. 

Feb. 27, 1746 . . Vort St. David. 

May 7, 1746 * . . Off Caricale. 

June 9, 1746 • Negapatam Road. 

Extract *from Orme’s History of India^ vol. i. 
page 62 : — * • 

There was now certain intelligence that a French 
squadroiFwas preparii\g to come on tbe coast of Coro- 
mandel, when th^t of the English w^s deprived qf one 
cf its chief advantages by Ibsing Comiiiodose Barnet, 
who died at Fort St. David in Apfil. " Hn death, l^ip- 
pening afa time when Ihe English affairs yi India were 
threatened with d&nger, wag« ^enarally repetted as* a 
pablie lo8s;»^nd, indeed, he was a man o£ great abilities 
in sea affairs.” 
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On June 26th the English squadron^ cruibing near 
Negapatam, descried the Ereneh squ%dron^ which con- 
sisted of nine l^hips^^ and was coinmanded by De La 
Bourdonnais^ an experienced French admiral. Five of 
them were 50-gun ships^ and on board the ships were 
8^300 men. The English squadron consisted of five 
ships and a frigate, with bnly half tlfe \iuniber of men 
on board them* that the French had. Captain Peyton 
— as the senior officer — commanded. An engagement 
took place between the two fleets, but at stfch^ distance 
that but little damage was done. The fight began at 
four in the afternoon ^qd finished that evening. The 
English had 14 killed and 46 wounded. One of the 
Freneh ships was dismasted and much shattered. Not- 
withstanding this/ Captain Peyton, alarmed at the 
superior strength of the enemy, called a*Council of 
War next morningj and it was resolved not to venture 
a secibnd engagement till they were better prepared to 
meet the qnemy.* 

J7hen a comiaandev-in-chief,” says Campbell, "in- 
vested" witbfull4)ower to act by bis sole authority, calls 
a Council of War/ it tfreates a strong suspicion that he 

^ a ^ 

wants to divide the blftme of an unjust action, t • • 
Peyton disappeared/ aq^« sailed Ihe Lord knows 
J^hitber.^^ 

After the .Eh^lish^ squadron had refitted in the^ 
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harbour ^)f Tnncomalee, they proceeded northward, 
and on the 24th\Tuly sighted the French squadron. 

The English,*’ says Orme, perceiving the addi- 
tion of cannon^ with which the enemy had been su]^- 
.plied at Pondidierry, avoided an engagement. The 
two squadrons were three days in sight of each other, 
after which» according to M. De La !^ourdonnais* 
account, the English ships, availing th^selves of the 
advanta'ge of sailing better than the French, disap- 
peared.” , * 

Such were the facts of the case, and it is useless 
to make any re'diarks about the. policy of the English 
commander. Least said soonest mended. Where he 
took his squadron will be seen below : — 

July 21, 1746 . . Off Fryer’s Hood. 

Aug. 23, 1746 . . Pullicat Road. 

Aug. 27, 1746 . . At Sea. 

Sept. 8, 1746 . . Hughley 'River. 

While^ the En'glish ships were oil their way * to 

Bengal, AdmirahDe La Boprdonnais prepared tq lay 

siege to Madras. The English Company t^ere much 

alarmed at these preparation.s, ^ and applied* to •the 

Nab6b of Arcot to restrain the French from com- 
, * * * 
mitting hostilities against €hem by land^ ' 

ftays Orme, ‘‘they omitted oto employ the .. 
most certain means of obtaining his^* protection by 
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neglecting to accomp&ny their application' for his 
assistance with a present 'of ihoney./This ill-judged 
parsimony left^ the Nabob so lukewarm in their 
iifterests^ that, although he did not ^ve M. Dupleix 
(Governor of Pondicherry) a positiv6 permission, he 
refrained from making any preparations, or even 
from using menaces to prevent the French from 
attacking Madras/’ 

Madras was doomed. The French troops landed 
four leagues to the south of the towq on September 8, 
and the next day advanced within cannon-shot of the 
place. After a week*? .siege, the town was delivered 
up to the French, and the English surrendered them- 
selves prisoners of war. The French admiral agreed 
to allow the English to ransom the town, and promised 
to settle the ransom on easy and moderate terms.*^ 
While the siege wa's in progress, the Nabob of Arcot 
sent a message to Dupleix, reproaching him for attack- 
ing Madras, and threatening to send an army there if 
the siege was not immediately raised.^ This message 
arriveci the^'day ^hat Madras capitulated, and Dupleix, 
in order" to pacify the^N(|bob, sent him word that the 
town should '•be given lip to hiiQ, and he could make 
his own terin^ with the English for their ransoming it. 


* Orme, toI. i., page 68, 
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fiourdoDjiais, yrho iras a mai^ of liigh honour and 
integrity^ would>^not agree* to this, and proceeded to 
treat vith the EngKsh for the i/^ansom of the tovn. 
Dupleix chdmed the sole right of disposing of Madras 
as being GoTeqaor-Oeneral of the French establish- 
ments in India, and the Council of Pondicheny backed 
him up. Diiiputee^ ensued between the two jtf(Tal8, which, 
in all probability, saved the English Company from total 
destruction, as, on September 27, three French 
ships of war arrived, with a large reinforcement of 
troops, sufficient to have conquered all the English 
settlements — ^which was the intention of Bourdon- 

» t 

nais^ if Dupleix had not thwarted him in all his 
plans. « 

History repeats itself. From the«^ost remote ages 
down to the present time, that demon Discord and 
that arch-iiend Jealousy have marred the greatest 
achievements. Sceptres have fallen, kingdoms *^have 
been loirt, armiei^ h^ve been routed^ the^ strongest 
fortresses taken,,, simply .and entirely because those set 
in authority cannot agree Amongst thv^mselves, dannot 
curb** their ambition^ and cannot ipt toide for a moment 
thek owh individual interests, leven though the enemy 
be thundering at' the city^gates* Here is a case "in 
poin^ If (Pupleiz and Bourdonnais Jiad only^gonft^ 
hand in hand, l^hey might have carried tdj, beforS them ; 
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but they let the golden^moment pass, apd their chance 
was lost. An enemy who ncven delays .came upon them 
— the northern cmoniioon. This teridfic hurricane, which 
rages along the coast every autumn, set’inwith unusual 
violence the beginning of October, andrsixof the French 
ships in the Madras roads were driven out to sea; five 
were dismasted and one foundered. ^ r ^ ^ 

‘*The articles of the treaty of ransom had been 
adjusted,” says Orme, the day before tht storm 
happened. It was agreed that the French should 
evacuate the town by the 4th of October ; and by one 
of the articles the artillery and warlike stores remain- 
ing in the town were to be equally divided between the 
French and English.” 

Dupleix, who had his own dishonourable schemes in 
view, insisted on the French retaining Madras for 
three months, and .Bourdonnais was obliged to request 
the English to accept these terms, which they did, 
and the treaty ♦ was signed on October 10. The 
ransqm of the tqwn was fixed at £440,000. Hardly 
had Eourdpnns^is sailed a>fay with his shattered fleet, 
thsyoL the Nabob of A;(;cot made preparations for seizing 
on Madras, ^hich he 8£ w Dupldix had no intention of 
delivering up to him^ The Nal)oVs^ army laid siege to 
the town, but ^as speedily routed by a Frpnch.d^‘tach- 
ment sbnt agaiL.st<'it, and the French remained undis- 
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puted conquerors of the fiel«}. This victor;^ gave 
Dupleix the pretext he wanted ; he declared the treaty 
of ransom to be nulPand void. * 

''The Eliglish were enjoined/’ says the historian 
Orme^ " to deliver up the keys of all magazines without 
exception — all merchandises^ plate^ provisions, warlike 
stores and horsas were declared the property of the 
French Company 

After this flagrant breach of faith the French troops 
prepared to attack Fort St. David^ the stronghold of 
*the English. The English applied to the Nabob for 
assistance, and he — ^smarting with the memory of 
defeat — ^sent a large force to assist them, and they 
were thus able to repel the attacks of the French. 
Thus ended the year 1746, and the ^beginning of 1747 
found the French army before Fort St. David. 

In 1746 Captain John Amherst (younger brother of 
Jeflery, first Lord Amherst) succeeded Lord Northesk 
as captain of H.M.S Preston.^’ «Lord JNTorthci&k 
had been long enough on bq^rd the Preston / to 
form the highest opinion of young John D^dton," and, 
as will be shown hereafter, the ki'^dness und good-will 
that»existnd between the commander of th® " Preston ” 
and the young subaltern of jMariDcs was cc/ntinued by 
their^ihildreu. «» ^ 

On December 18, 1746, Lieutehaflt» Dalton was 
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promoted 1st Lieutenant.* In the winter o# this year 
the '* Prefston’s movemeilts i^ere asifollows : — 

Dec. 26, 1746 . . Inigerlee. 

^ March 7, 1747 . . Port S’t.cOeorge. 

March 31, 1747 . . Port 8t. David. 

April 18, 1747 . . Do. 

April is, 1747 .' . Oflf Poindicheriie. 

“ The squadron,” says Orme, “ had been reinforced 
in Bengal by the arrival of two ships, one of 60 guns 
and the other of 40, sent from England ‘with Admire' 
Griffin.^* 

The fleet arrived off Port St. David in March, and 
GrifSn landed with the Marines and sailors. The 
following extract from the Evening Post refers to this 
event : — ‘ 

” October 1747. — ^The East India Company have 
received advice by an express over land, with an 
account that' the Prench had been twice repulsed in 
their siege of Port St. David in Pebruar^ last, and 
that}’ as they wefe preparhig for a third attack. Com- 
modore Griffin appeared before the place with men-of- 
war, abd ladded" 1,000 men, who obliged the Prench 
to retreat with loss df cannon and baggage.. 'After 
which the'' .Commodore, “having b^n joined by two 


* War Office Records. 
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ships of war, had blocked up Pohdieherrie, aud, as 
the Nabob with his Indians had done the same by 
land, it was thou^t ^he place, whioh is ^he only settle- 
ment of importance that the French possess in thQ 
East Indies^ must^soon surrender for want of provisions. 
The squadron consists of the following ships : — 


' 60 guns 


York, 

Princess Mary, 

Exeter, • 

^ Medway ; 

'Eltham, 

. Harwich, 

“StlgunsJ •• 

Preston, 

• \ Winchester ; 

'The Pearlq, 

Medway’s Prize, 

• (Lively.’^ « 

The retreat of the French troops before.the Engksh 
force was probably «the ^first occasion oii ’which Lieu«> 
tenant Dalton served with the land forqps in India, jand 
his first experience of Fort St^ David. • 

, Now. to return to the Preston — • 


' 40 guns 


^2Lj 1747 
May 23, 1747 
Sept. 23^ 1747 
Oct. 31, 1747 


tiort St. Dayid. 
Poi^iicherrie# 
Madrass.^ 
Franquematta. 


8 
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Extracts from the Evening Post, 1747 : — 

p V (* 

It is said Commodore Gj(;iffin has taken 6 French 
ships in the Rgad of Pondicherriej^ and destroyed several 
^thers^ and that he has likewise takep tha * St. Louis/ 
a French man-of-war of 40 guns. ^Another account 
says it was not a man-of-war, but a large ship. Six 
small trading ships arc also said to ^ave been taken 
byhim.’^ \ 

By the Dutch ships arrived from the E^st Indies 
we have an account that the ^Oxford/ Captain Stevens, 
was arrived at Batavia from Fort St. Davia to take in 
arrack for the use of the men of yar under Commo- 
dore Griffin.^’ 

In October most of the ships 7vent to Ceylon to 
escape the monsoon. In February, 1748, they returned 
to Fort St. David, where they remained till September. 
The Marines in ^11 probability were on land most, of 
the time doi;Qg garrison duty. 

On July 26,1 1748, Admiral the ^Hon. E.,. Boscawen 
arrived with a l^rge fleet from Europe. He had been 
sent oul^to take the command of the whole squadron 
ip the East Indies^ vice Commodore Griffin*^ ordered 
home. In sporting parlance, Boscawen. had beep sen* 
to^'wiper GriflSn’geye,, 

e— , f* 

* G6mmodorev9iiffin was promoted to the rahk of Rear-Admiral. 
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The Frestoni was one of l^e ships ordered home^ 
and while Bosca^en waft preparing for the expedition 
to Pondicherry, the •'Preston ” was beihg dismantled of 
her guns and stores for the use of the ships bound f&r 
Pondicherry. !• gather all this from the log-book of 
that ship. Here is one of the short daily notices in 
this book*:— • • * • 

“August 6th, 1748. — Weather . •. . Wind . . . 
Landed* all our Marines by order of the Admiral. 
Killed three bullocks which weighed/^ &c. &c. 

Referring to the ship^s muster- book, I find that on 
August 5 the Mknnes on boar^* the “ Preston ” mus- 
tered 23, and on August 7 and every succeeding day 
there was only oni: Marine borne on the ship's books. 
This luckless man was the officer — Lieutenant Dalton. 
He was ordered to return with Admiral Griffin, but 
all his men were sent on shore to join the troops about 
to march against Pondicherry. If the officers of the * 
ship thought theif case a hard one ih being ordered 
home instead of being allowed tP takcf part in the*i^ege 
of Pondicherry, what must the feeling^of HLe Marine 
officer have been on seeing himself thus deprived of 4iis 
*meirand hot* allowed to^accompftny them. • 

He counted them at b:i^k of day, ^ * 

And when the sun set, where were they V 

w ' • 

Tbie iihip’8,officSrs still had their men theif duties 

8 
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to attend to. They f^so could amuse thepAselves by 

whistling for the wind, and eould ^ n it when it 

came for being a foiil one, but a marine had not even 
this privilege. Referring to this ancient log-book, 
which was kept by the first lievtenant of the 
‘‘Preston/’ I read that while the ships were ‘^rideing 
at anchor ^’‘‘oflf Fort St. David, the** guna of Admiral 
Boscawen^s ships could be heard firing at Ariacopang, 
which was being besieged by both land and ser. forces. 
This must have been very galling to the officers and 
men left* behind — sportsmen not allowed to join in the 
battue. The log-book being an official journal, of 
course says nothing about this. Indeed, it gives few 
details of any kind excepting the state of the weather, 
and affairs connected with the ship. For instance, 
after mentioning the hearing of the reports of the guns 
bombarding Ariaccpang, the writer goes('on to say that 
“ twl) bullocks were killed which weighed ” so many 

r 

porunds. ^ I can fancy the of&cers at dinLer eating 
theif esalt junk and bpllock’s liver,, listening to the 
boom*of the difftant guns— and cursing their bad luck 
in not being there. > 

Early in September 'the Prlston ” and olher ships' 
left Fort St.^ David <for Trincomaled Bay; but, before 
going- any farther, I must mention a pircuma^ce 
which, ^hinh)^ pioves that Lieutenant l)altQn had for 
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some monlhs previous to Admfral Boscawen's arrival 
been on garrisoS duty in ^ort gt. David, and was 
known there. This circumstance is, my finding in the 
East India B.dbords for 1751 a copy of the last Will 
and Testament of John Hallyburton, who died in 1751, 
but whose Will bears the date of August 4, 1748, 
and the first part of which is as follows : — 

‘‘I John Hallyburton late of Madrass,^ but at this 
present of Fort St. David, being in Health of Body 
9.nd Mind do in case of my death make this my last 
Will and Testament, hereby revoking all former Wills 
by me made. * • • 

Imprimis I give and bequeath the sum of seventy 
pounds to my Moor servant Allie Bizzabeag, and to 
my Christian servant Thomas Morse all my Linnen 
and wearing apparrell of what kind soever. 

^<To Mr. Joseph Fowke, Capt. John Holland, Capt. 
Bodolphus^de Gindins, Lieutenant John Dalton, Lieut. 
George Gardner, Mr. Andrew Munro and Mr.* William 
Belsches eath ten pounds sterling for mpurning.’^J^ 


* From the fact of his^Will iJbiiig gi^on in the Fast In^ia Records,*!* 
presume he held some Government^ appointment at iPoi’t St. David. 
AMr.p (•vid H%iy3urton gave some valuable information abou^ Dord * 
Clive and Indian atfairs to Sir J. Malcolm, ighes tho latSsr was 
yriting Clive’s Memoirs. 
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Who this John Ha^Iyburton nras I do not know, 

but I infer from the above th&t Lieutenant Dalton was 
€ 

well known at'Fort St. David, and was expected there 
2^ain. I mention this as it may help to explain sub- 
sequent actions of Lieutenant Daltoii^ and show they 
were premeditated. 

On September 15/1748, the Preston” arrived 
in Trincomalclb Bay, and on the 23rd of that month 
the ofScers and most of the men were discharged by 
order, as shown by the muster-book df |.he ^'Pres- 
ton,” and amongst the names of the officers discharged 
is that of Lieutenant Dalton.* *The last entry in 
the log-book of the Preston ” explains this circum- 
stance : — 

‘'Discharged per order into the ‘Princess Mary’ 
5 petty officers and 65 seamen. 

“The Captain" Commission and Warrant officers 
were to go oh board different ships of the Squadron 
^ere they haf e orders to receive them foi^ their pas- 
sage home. Th^ boatswain was loft in fommand of 
the ^ Prdston,^ she being reduced to a hulk.” 

•Hard fateT Reduced from a 50-gun ship to a hulk ; * 


78. • Entry, Decomber 12, 1743 ; discjnsrgod .p^r order 
September 23, 15^3,^, in Trincomalee Bay. (Mdster-book of H.M.S. 
« Prestoi],’’-) • 
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once commanded by a belted Efirl and now under the 
command of a Bo'sun dnd*a Bo^snn’s mate. What 
became of her after fhat I know not ; there was no one 
to chronicle the ‘state of the wind, the killing of buU 
locks and their wbight, the broaching of casks of beef, 
the setting the ^^sailes/’ and other such events. 
Admiral OrifSn remained in iVincomalee itfay until he 
sailed for Europe in January. Wlietlffer Lieutenant 
Dalton ^returned home with the squadron, or not, 
remains to,be*seen^ 

In October, Admiral Boscawen’s fleet arrived in the 
Bay. The siege off Pondicherry # had been raised, and 
the English lost 1,000 men during the siege, while the 
French lost very few. Dupleix went so far as to say 
that the only damage done by the guns from the fleet 
was the killing of a poor old Malabar woman in the 
streets of Pondicherry. * 

Before closing this chapter, I must fchronicle*the 
death of tolonel *John Duncomb of ^he 8th Marine 
Regiment, cand the appoii|tment df Lord George 
Beauclerk to be Colonel of ^e regiment.^ London 
Gazette^ December 1747 : I^prd George Be&uclerk 
^ ISe Colonel of a Bejgiment of Mariiiei^ in room of 
Colonel Duncomb, deceased!” .Bord Gocfirge Beau- 
clerk*' was * Appointed from the Foot* Guards^ and* 
jn March *1748 he was transferreS from, the 8th 

m m • 
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Marines, to a Foot regiment^ and Colonel Jorden 
was appointed Colonel of Marines. ^London Gazette^ 
March 1748: Colonel John Jorden to be Colonel 
6f a Marine Regiment, vice Beauclerk^ Colonel of 
Foot/’ 
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CHAPTER III. 


RetrofipectiYO Sketch of tho East India Company’s Affairs. — Strength 
• of their Army in 1748. — ^Peace signed hetwoon England and 
France. — Reduction of tho ten Marine Regiments. — Lieutenant 
Dalton placed upcei Half-pay. — appointed 1st Lieutenant 
of an Independent Company by Admiral Boscawen. — Interesting 
Letter from an Artillery Officer at Fort St. David to a Friend at 
Woolwich. — ^Lieutenant Dalton joins tho East India Company’s 
Service in 1749, and is made Captain of the Grenadier Company. 

rpHE complete failure of the attack on Pondicherry 
was a heavy blow to the Eas\ India Company. 
Their foothold on the soil of India had never Been " 
very secure^ and* now the very foun&ation* of their 
power seenoyed to be tottering • • • ^ 

Since the reign of Queen J^lizabeth V;his Company 
had Been engaged in extensivj^ eommefee inTndia; 

"TJUTiheir settlements ipre few** and far between, and 
confined to the coast. These ^ttlement^^’had either 
beem/purchsesed^ or ceded to the Company by Native " 
Princes. Though there were atJbhiS fime-r-as there 
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are now — three Presidencies^ these Presidencies only 
consisted of a few factories aifd fortifesses in Bombay^ 
Bengal^ and Madras ; and^ to shdw the little extent of 
territory in these Presidencies belon^ng to the Com- 
pany, Madras was considered the ihost important of 
the three. 

Many t&ings had combined together* to keep the 
English so bafckward. For a hundred years the Por- 
tuguese had had the ^monopoly of the East Indian 
trade, and, from having the exclusiye ri^ht/)f passage 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope, they were able to 
defy all other natiouA^ but when liheir fleet came in 
contact with the English and Dutch fleets, and this 
exclusive right was lost to them, their power in India 
came to an end, j»nd they had to give way before the 
rising stars of Holland and England. In the 17th 
century the Dutch were at the height of their commer* 
dal'prosperitj, and the most successful traders in the 
wbrld. They dbquired considerable possessions in the 
Indian Seas, and then* (|>mmercial*'enterprise was far 
ahead of the English, wjio confined themselves to their 
faetorids and ‘small ^e1;|;lements on the coast o^ Hin-^ ' 
dpstanl The English *also ke[^ themselves aloof ffom 
idl the quhvrels of*tbe native princes, which was — 
with their limited numbers — ^a safe pol^y; but not the 
way to acquire &me and increased territoty. Whei^ 
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the French established a trading Company in India^ 
they took a very differenf course^ and proved more for- 
midable rivals to the* English than either the Portu- 
guese or Dutch.* Their settlements on the coast "of 
Coromandel were 6ontiguousto the British, and whether 
their countries were at peace or war made little 
difference to the* two rival Companies, “^he native 
powers/* says Sir John Malcolm, engaging in 
alliance, * and inviting to interference ‘in internal 
jjolitics, thQ shbjects of one European state, leave to 
the other, who may be in rivalry or hostility with it, 
no option between ^sertain ruin^ and employing means 
of self-defence and retaliation. This truth was never 
more completely evinced than in 1744, when war was 
declared between England and France. On receipt of 
this intelligence, the forces under the control of the Com- 
panies of the two nations on the co&t of Coromandel^ 
prepared to prosecute hostilities by land tod sea, u'^on 
a scale whfch invoWd»both in a seen? of operatiofis 
more suited to em'pires thai^ to* comiilercial facterjes. 
The results of these operation^ will appear "Vronderful 
to him who only considers the ]|^aiidful oPtroopS which 
^Sner party could brii^ into fhe field ; but the im- 
provements which within the l^st two c^ilturies had 
taken place *in l^urope, gave its soldiers an incalculable * 
|idvantage ^)ver those of Asia, beforfi the latter were 
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taught by repeated ^feata to make •war ,upon more 
equal terms with their European opponents. The supe- 
riority of a \7ell-con8tructed machine over manuid 
iaoour is not more extraordinary^ than «the advantages 
which discipline and the improvements in fire-arms 
and artillery afford to a regular body of troops over 
an irregular and badly-armed force. . ! The well- 

commanded ond well-trained battalion moves amidst 
ten thousand of its rabble opponents like a giant 
with a thousand ^ hands, which defend,^ or strike, 
according to the dictates of one mind, and to whom 
an unconnected forgs. where every- individual acts for 
himself, can offer neither injury or resistance.^^ 

The great difference between Asiatic and European 
troops will be easily understood fron this graphic 
description, given by an experienced soldier and histo- 
rian, and it will account for the eagerness with which 
the^native princes of Hindostan sought the alliance of 
the English and French in the cbnstant little wars 
whjch at that time convulped the empire, c* 

The Ehglieii had by far the best fleet in Indian 
waters; but the French were the strongest on land, not 
only ih point of nundbers, but from possessing %eii^' 
trained trOops and coppCtent engineers. The failure 
of <the attack on Pondicherry was attributed to the 
want of good 'en^neers more than anything else. At 
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that siege the French had the services of M. Paradis, 
who was a host in*' himself and a second Yauban. It 
was generally said at the time that the 'failure of the 
attack on Carthagena, in 1741, was mainly due to the* 
want of engineers, * and it was proposed to remedy 
this evil by organizing a body of military engineers. 
According ’to CIod8*s Military^ Forces of the Crowriy 
the scientific Corps of Engineers acquired its military 
character so far back as 1683. But, until May 14, 
1757, when^thcy were commissioned by George II., the 
Engineer officers were as much civilians as soldiers, 
although by an Order in Council, of August 22, 1717, 
the Engineers became part of the military branch of 
the Ordnance Department. The few engineers who 
accompanied Admiral Boscawen’s expedition were so 
badly qualified for their duties that a good deal of the 
work had to be clone by the Artillery .‘t 
Until Major JjawrenceJ arrived in Inditf in 1748,** to 
take command of the Company’s troops, there had 

* London Daily Post, Feb. 17, 1742 ^ ^ 

t After Admiral Boscawen’s despatches had appea^;ed in tl^e news- 
papers a notice appeared in jthe Daily Advertiser of March 16, 

' T/ 49; to the effect that the Artillery had no connection ^^hatoyer with 
the Engipoers. j ^ 

t Stringer Lawrence, a brevet major in i3io British sd'my, was born 
ip 1697y and waff ihan^ years an ofdcer in Clayton’s Foot Reg[im«nt 
(now the 14th),, He died a major-general in 1775. ^ ^ 
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been no officers of experience in that servipe, and but 
few troops. There was suclr a difficulty in obtaining 
good officers ^hat in 1745 six 'sergeants of the Foot 
'Ouards were offered lieutenants’ commissions if they 
would go out to India, which they did.* The recruits 
sent out from England by the East India Directors 
were ofteit the lowest scum in Lo'ndonr-the offscour- 
ings of prisons and workhouses — and not trained 
soldiers sucii as the French had. When Major Law- 
rence arrived at Fort St. David he found but few 

I r 

troops to command. The plan of training the natives 
as soldiers had only 4.ust been adopted, and as yet but 
few had been enrolled into the service. With the ex- 
ception of the Marines on board the fleet, no English 
regiment had been sent out to India to guard the 
British settlements there. Since the wholesale destruc- 
tion of regiments^ in the West Indies by disease, the 
Indies ” had a bad name, and the regiments were 
kept sufficiently employed on {ictive servied'in Europe. 
When Admirali Boscawen was ordered to the East 
Indies iml 745^ with a large force under his command, 
twelve companies of soldiers were raised to accompany ' 
the es^pedition. Thebe companies were called “ 


''i.Freio the Evening Post^ 1745. 



MEMOIR OF CAPTAIN DALTON 


47 


pendent Companies,” and were often raised in time of 
war to go on forejjgn ser^ce.^ 

I find the following notice about' the^p companies in 
the Evening Post of May 30, 1747 : — * 

“The twelve ^Adependent Companies to be raised 
are to be draughted six out of the regiments on the 
Irish Establishment, and six out of the regiments in 
England, and are to have each a captain, three lieute- 
nants, apd an ensign, and the officers, we hear, will be 
appointed out; of those regiments lately disbanded,” 

* These cotnpanic^ each contained a hundred men, 
and sailed with Admiral Boscawen to India. When 
the Admiral arrived at Fort St. David, Major Lawrence 
informed him of the great want of officers, and Admiral 
Boscawen recommended for commissions two volunteers 
who came out with him from England, and also James 
Kilpatrick,^ a lieutenant of Marines. v In the Company's 
llecords for 1718 I find mention made pf only three 
companies of foot ,of 100 men each, and,a train of artil- 
lery commanded by Lieutenant Merriipan. From the 
civil nature of these old records it is difficult to> find 
out the real state of military affairo at that time, bpt 

* This officer succeeded Captain ]3altO£> as Commandant of Trichi- 
nopoly in SeptegD^er 1768. He saw much service^) under Clhre,«nd 
^ed a major in 176i i ^ 
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from a few letters and various odds and ends of mili- 
tary intelligence intlrs^ers^d amongst commercM 
miscellanea, I may Safely say tha^ in 1748 there were 
po^ 500 European soldiers in the . Presidency of 

c 

Madras/’ Major Lawrence found no cavalry at all, 
and it was not till the close of 1749 that, by his 
Advice, a troop of horse, was raised, .wjiich was thought 

f 

a most important step. The command of the troop 
was given to. Captain de Gingins, the senior captain at 
Fort St. David. Truly the Madras army of 1748 
was a very small one ! It is difficult to 'imagine k 
smaller army or one more deficiently officered — ^in 
numbers. There appears to have been only one Engi- 
neer officer in the Madras Presidency — Mr. George 
Jones. He was succeeded, on June 13, 1748, by 
Captain Alexander Delavaux, who was appointed Engi- 
neer and captain pf the train of artillery at Fort St. 
David. Su^h was the ‘^efiPective list” of the East 
Ipdia CompV\y’s forces when Admiral Boscawen 
arrived at Fort St. David with his fleet, on board 
which wpre the twelve independent Companies, a 
large* body of Marine4', and one company of Royal 
Artillery. / 

' “ Having given a sketch of the Company’s affairs, it 
is necessary "^npw to return to Admiral Griffin, who was 
under S>rders toi\England. 
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Oriffin was in^ Trincomalee Bay with a few of his 
ships, and thither^ came, aftef tlie raising of the siege 
of Pondicherry, part« of Admiral Bosc^wen’s fleet, to 
avoid the monsoon. In November came the news that* 
peace had been sjgned between England and France 
in the preceding April, and, in consequence of this 
peace, a nunibea of regiments were ordered to be 
reduced, the ten Marine regiments being among the 
number. ^ Colonel Jorden’s Marines were* ordered to 
be reduced November 8, 1748^ and all the officers 
placed upon half-pay. The news of this general re- 
duction must have Ijeen a heavy blow for many of the 
Marine officers in India, who saw their means of 
livelihood taken away from them, and but very faint 
hopes of ever getting on the full«j)ay list again. 
Many an officer's life has been blasted by this com- 
pulsory retirement, which, fortunately, in these days 
is seldom resorted to in the case of efficient ancL 
deserving subaltern officers. Lieutena)it*Dal|on, ac« 
cordingly, found himself placed^ on t|;|e shelf at, the 
age of twenly-three, with onl^ two shillis^s asid four- 
^ pence per day. The pleasure of* goi|pg ho{ee was. quite 
eifaced by this unexpected newSp and he resolved to 
apply to Admiral AosdhwenT-whq was General of* 
Marines as well as Admiral of the Qlue — and (o 
Offer fiis service# to that popular anjr 4^jnd-hd!urted 
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commander. ■ As being placed on half'pay rdeated 
him from all duty/he, renamed Fort St. David 
where Admiral Boscawen had established him8elf> 

> aud offered him hia services. The following extract 
from the official records at the W^r Office shows the 
result of his application 

Placed upon Half tPay upon tiic reduction of the 
Regiment, tho’ made 1st Lieutenant in Captain John 
Fletcher, een.’s. Independent Companies ii:\ the East 
Indies by Admiral Boscawen.'* 

There must have been many Marine officers in India 
who, like Lieutenant Dalton, werg placed on the shelf, 
nolens volens, and it speaks well for Lieutenant Dal- 
ton’s character and soldier-like qualities, that he was 
at once appointjpd to an Independent Company by the 
Commander of the sea and land forces. Admiral 
Boscawen hadoorders to stay in India till further 
orders, and he remained at Fort St. David with the 

> troops, I'he name of Edward Boscawen is a well- 
known one in the Valhalla of naval heroes. Many 
anecdotes pf his coolneta and firmness under the most 

.trying cirenutstapces have been handed down to os. 
and'his ‘‘ sayings *’ quoted by various .writers. These 
bons mots, like ipahy of thb “ s&yings ” attri^ited to 
^he great I^apoleon, are doubtless pi^y apocryphal, 
but^ as thj^y arre characteristic of the person to whom 
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they relate, J[ may be pardoned f{>r repeating a speech 
often fathered upob Admifal Boscawen.^ It is related 
of him that, when in ^command of a British vessel, he 
was on one occasion hurriedly aroused from sleep Cy 
the Ist Lieutenant* who reported that two large French 
men-of-war were bearing down upon their ship, and 
asked his comman*der what he was to do ? ISoscawen 

at once angrily replied, Do ? why fight 'fern ! d n 

'em, to brf sure ! ” ^ 

An interegtiifg letter from an oficer of the Boyal 
Artillery to a friend at Woolwich was published in the 
Evening Post, in If 49, and is soteresting from the 
graphic account given in it of the deprivations 
of a soldier’s life at Port St. David — a place very often 
to be mentioned in this narrative. • 

Extract of a letter from an Artillery officer, dated 
Fort St. David^s* January 7, 1749 : — * 

" We have no Business here but lookipg after ouP 
men, and no pleasure but waiting on the treneftd ; for 

by the Bye ^is is Js d d g, phice as*ever meff y/fere 

troop’d in; black women instq^ of^wftitef boiled 
' Bice instead of Bread, ^and the; Ptlnch Houses* sucif 


* Boscftwon’s biojpTEpliOT, in tlio DtcltoncLTy oj xnuitimw isioyrapng, 
nssif in vonrse of *plibJ|lcation, says this speech is ipaaginary, ^ut at 
this distance of time it is impossible to tell whetll& it es or jiot. 
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cut-throats that a n^an need have the Indies to pajr 
their bills. I wanant you think that we have Rack 
Punch for n6thing; but it is i confounded mistake; 

' for in ordering some they brought us so much to 
pay, in saying it came from GoaT or Batavia, that 
we have been forced ever since to content ourselves 
with a Drink made of Toddy ; a iLtquor which would 
not go dow^i with you at Woolwich. However we 
are all cheerful and^ I do not think there 4s a Man 
amongst us that, would wish to leaVe .this or any 
other place unless the General was with us. You 
can^t conceive what<^ Man he is/he is a Father to all 
under his command, and the Artillery, Sailors, and 
Independent Companies by his means love one another 
as Brothers. 1* never heard them dispute which was 
the best man, but 1 have often heard them vye with 
one another wBich would do most'^for their Com- 
mander, tl^e Landsmen calling him General, the Sea- 
*men, AdmirSl ; the poorest creatures can go to him as 
easily at all h6ars a& t]^e Governour of the Fort can, 
and he ^receives and ]liears all Petitions without their 
'-going throftgh s seci^etary. 

" 1 mttst tell you*k story him ; B^jamin Waloot, 
a Matrofi^ who beh^TeflcremarkalSiy brave at the taking 
«f the Fort'Aiioeopang received there <many vroun^, 
and though' ^ imaginaiy care was taken of him, 
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upon our return Mther he died, a^d the Ganeral would 

honour his corpse 'by accomphnying; it to the Grave 

saying, ‘there was no Honour too greoX for a man 
• * 
who had fought* well and died for the service of his 

Country" This for a poor Matross. Had you 
seen him on the death of Major Goodyear* your 
heart would* have'' bled. These* are what have come 
to my knowledge ; the Sailors and Independents can 
speak of Ibme instances of the like nature; in short 
if JIumanity«an9 sweetness of disposition, if Bravery 
and conduct^ the rewarding of merit, the main- 
taining Discipline, *and the severe punishment of 
vice, be virtues to speak a man, Boscawen is he. 
We all adore him, and the merchants say they love 
him." 

This officer ended his letter by saying he would not 
say who was to blame for the failure of the attack on 
Pondicherry, but neither General or trooj^ animatedT 
by his example could do more than they did hgainst* 
such Engineers, 8u<!h numbe^, tfud suhh a Forttfiba^ 
tion.** , ^ 

^ In one respect there was little* or nd difEeronce* 

• • • • • - • 


* Oaptain Johi^Qoodyear (with the local rank of Jlajor in India), 
kilfed at the amge of Pondioheny. He ^a gallanS and 

•z^rienoed ArtiUbry officer^ 
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between the old Mpine regiments* and .the iU^al 
Marines of a later (^[eatioA. This sinrilarity was in theiY 
being cast aSide, when their sdWices were no longw 
' required by their country, and utterly forgotten untU 
grim*viB8ged war had again to be &ced. Most of us 
hare heard the well-known anecdote of William XV. 

A 0 0 ^ 

(then Duke of Clarence)^ who, at* a* dinner party^ 
threw an eirfpty bottle behind his chair, saying, There 
goes a Manne,” and;, on being asked by an indignant 
Marine officer whp happened to^ be jfrei^ent what he 
meant by that remark, the Duke readily replied it was 
because he was a good fellow wlft> had done his duty 
and was ready to do it again.’^ When Lieutenant 
Dalton was suddenly placed on half-pay and cast aside, 
like an empty bbttle, before he had even a chance of 
distinguishing himself, he stood much in need of some 
powerful friend / and to Boscawen, who was as kind a 
Ifearted as ever lived, Dalton owed his future suc- 
cess in*)ife. ^ It was Boscawen who appointed him to 
Metdier’s IndSpendent ^ompany, lAid it was Boscawen 
who, two "faonths after making this appointment, 
VecommendSd Johh Qalton to the East India Company' 
at Fort St. David, ^o werog^ with the Admiral^s help, 
making Sa additi(ftiJ;o {heir little army. The* officers 
df t|^e Incld^^dent Companies kne|f that when thfigr 
retugied tb !^g]|pnd they woul^ be alP placed up 9 ]a 
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half-pay^'^ «nd Lieutenant Dalton^ having a good know- 
ledge of the Com^ny’s affaiie from frequent sojourns 
at Fort St. Davids and seeing a fair chance of gaining 
fame and fortune by staying in India^ offered his ser-* 
vices to the Confpany. Again it speaks highly for 
Lieutenant Dalton^s character and abilities that he was 
offered a captain^s* commission* and the command of 
the Grenadier Companyf newly formed*. He must 
have bedn recommended for this post both by the 
Admiral aiyl Major Lawrence^ an^ when he accepted 
it^ it was on the agreement with Admiral Boscawen 
that he should be aMowed to receive his half-pay when 
he returned to England for good, as a lieutenant of 
His Majesty^s Service, which he was then entitled to. 
In the half.pay muster books at the Public Record 


* The twelve Independent Companies were disbaijied in 1750*fRERr’ 
the officers plfced on hSlf-pa^ 

t The first ijptrodactivn of grenadiers ipto the British army: is thus 
noticed by Evelyn, in his Diary, in aif account of a re^ew^f trqops at 
Hounslow by Charles H. on April 29, “ Now wore brought into 
service a new kind of soldiers called grenadmrs, whoP were dhxteroms 
ifl flinging ha^d granados, everyone havMUT ^ pouch f^ ; they had 
furred caps with coped c^ownsdike Janizaries, which made them look^ 
very flefte, and some had long hoods himging down Jiibhind, as we 
picture fools. JTJ^eir clothing being likewise piebal^ yeUow and red.” < 
. ias-Vofn. (Edit. 18«), p. 119. 
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OfSce, I find the naipe of Lieutenant Johr Dalton of 
Jordan’s Marines ^ith !&. ^d. per fiiem for the years 
1749 and 17^0; but after that° year, viz. after tbs 
*retam of Admiral Boscavenj his name disappeared 
from this list altogether. '' 
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OHAPTEE IV. 

The Rey. F. For^yce versus Lieutenant Clive and Captain Dalton. 

• • • * 

Turning over the Fort St. David ledger for 1749 (now 
at the India Office)^ which ddntains an omnium 
gatherum of miscellaneous information, I came upon 
the account of a Court of Inquiry held at Port St. 
David to inquire into the alleged assault upon the 
Rev. Francis Fordyce, military chaplain ,at Cuddalore, 
by Lieutenant Robert Clive; Captain Dalton and 
Lieutenant John Worth being accused bji^Mr. Fordyce 
of inciting Lieutenant Clive to commit the assd!ult. 

Any unpliblisheh anecdot^r of Robert CliVff^ of 
interest, and as the above incident bea^ direct evi- 
dence to th^ friendship '^hich akedBy existed between 
Clive and Dalton^ fmd which was a life-long one^ I, 
have no hesitation in making public an affair which 
Jbaought discfeHit on no one except t^*revereq,d (f) 
gentleman wfio was the plaintilP in (he cas6. * ^ 
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It seems that the !|^t. F. Fordyce lodged a com* 
plaint againt Lieutenant CSve fQr*having assaulted, 
him, and also tuKiused Captain DUton and Lieutenant 
9o&i Worth of being Clive’s accomplices, and inciting 
Clive to assault him. Mr. Fordyce’ff complaint having 
■come to the ears of the Governor, he was summoned 
to appear Wore the Governor and bouncil at Fort St. 
David, and td give an account of the affair. Knowing 
very well what would .happen if the true £scU of the 
•case came to light, he protested {tgainlt the inquiry 
being held, and, on being closely questioned by the 
‘Council, he returned*very rude ailbwers and abruptly 
left the room. Lieutenant Clive, Captain Dalton, 
Lieutenant Worth, and other officers were then sum* 
moned, and Lieutenant Clive being asked to give an 
•account of the affair handed in a written statement, 
which I have copied from the Records, and which is as 
tMfuws * 

' " Mr.*Cliv?s report — 

bein^ at dinner with Messrs. Dalton and 
Worth oil df about l^th Feb. at Bandipollam, thqr 
ttdd Mm Ml*. Fofdype had wd to a gentleman in 
public'confpany that fie was a scoundrel and a coward, 
and that hb,had sbxiok fils cane over him in tUb pre* 
BeBee^(rf.Mr.* Levy Moses. Mr. Cl^vef further»sa](i , 
that some time tins be hqii been Informed bj^. 
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Captain Cope that Mr, Fordyce did in conversation 
mth him, threateh to br^k* everjji bone in his skin; 
and he says that thesb repeated abases se irritated him 

a ^ 

that he could not forbear on meeting Mr. Fordyce in'" 
Cuddalore to reprbach him with his behaviour, which 
he told him was so injurious he could bear it no longer, 
and thereupon struck him 2 or 3 times with his cane, 
which at last Mr. Fordyce returned, and then closed 
in with Aim, but they were presently parted by Capt. 
Lucas whQ happened to be by. ,Mr. Clive further 
observes he is not the only person who has been abused 
and calumniated Mr. Fordyce, who had also 
aspersed the character of Mr. Joseph Fowke by saying 
he was a dark, designing villain, that he would slit his 
nose the first time he met him, aud that he had 
knocked him under the table at the Governor’s. He 
farther says Mr. Fordyce had told Captain Dalton 
at Mr. Belsches^ that if everybody wo^ld discon^!^ 
the Governor in {he manner he had done, it would 
alter affairr greatly, that hp bad tidked t& him till 
he had made him quake or ^hake in Ms 'i^ho^, or 
vords* to that effect. Mr. Cliv^ tdso sa^s Mr! Lmd> 
say told him* he had ^eard litr. Fordycfl say that ' 
Mr. Bulkeley was a scouh(lrel luid a 4 jbward and 
|j^t*he had’%h^k his cane at him, M"he had done 
,)it Mr. ClivC. Mr.. Clive farther la^s £« thn^ned 
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to thrash Mr. Bourchier, and that he> had declared to 

C 

several people he had taken 'avray gentlemen’s svords 
before now, and would pull d!t at any time his 
eanbnicals to do himself justice; and lastly, Mr. 
Clive says Mr. Lennox told him that' Mr. Fordyce was 
generally shunned and detested both at St. Helena and 
the West Coast on account of his meddlixg disposition 
which rendered him disagreeable and obnoxious to 
eveiyone. ‘ 

“ Signed, 

“Robert Clive. 

“ Mr. Dalton’s report — * 

“ Captain Dalton being asked what he has to say in 
answer to Mr. Fordyce’s allegations against him, his 
Protest replies That Mr. Bait came to dine with 
him at Bandipollam the day the afEair happened, and 
told him he had h^ard Mr. Fordyce say he had called 
hfe.>M!!live a Scoundrel and Bascal, and had shook a 
cdne ovey him, which report bs esteeming very inju- 
rions^de the clmracter of an officer, he thought he 
could' do ‘uo* less, as a friendship existed between Mr. 
Cffive sEnd hihi, than jscquaint him of it, m order to 
him am opportunity to ^dicate hiis reputation, 
that accordmgly hediad told Mr. Clive, having first let 
Me. Bait, know the use he intended to* make of hii| 

l ' ' ' 

information.^* Chptain Dalton fui^her says, that Mr., 
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Worth and he going that evening to' Caddalore in a 
-Chaise saw Mr. Pordyce and Mr. Clive cudgelling each 
other in the street, whereupon they both jumped out 
in order to part them, but that it was done before fhey’ 
oame up by Mr. Lucas who was in company with Mr. 
Pordyce at the time, and this is all he knows of the 
matter. " > * 

Signed, 

“John Dalton. 

“ Before Capt. Dalton withdrew, it being asked him 
if he had ever hci^rd Mr. Pordyce mention he had 
spoke to the Govcraour in the^ manner so related by 
Mr. Clive, he replied he had and would give it on his 
oath ; whereupon being sworn he spoke as follows : — 
^That being one day at Mr. Belsches^ though he 
does not particularly recollect what day, he heard 
Mr. Pordyce .^say that if everybqdy would talk to 
Mr. Floyer in the manner he had dq^e it would 
alter the face ofuaffairs greatly, for hVhad done it 
till he had made him quake or sh^e in his shoes 
or something to that effect.” 

Signed, . 

^ “ John Dalton. * 

Sworn before me vv Fort^ St. David this 3d day of« 
March 1749. 

Signed, ^ ^ 

Ploym.” 
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Lieutenant John Worth gave eiimilar evidence.. 
Captain Cope also ha^ heard» Mr. Fordyce speak most 
abusively of the Company's officers and of their con- 
'ducft at Pondicherry. A letter froni ^Captain Lucas, 
was then read which testified that Messrs. Dalton and 
Worth were in no ways concerned in the assault.. 
After whifeh Govemoi* Floyer informed the Council 
of the insolent conduct of Mr. Fordyce when dining^ 
at the Governor’s house, and how he had beeu obliged 
to reprimand him for the insolent way he spoke of the 
Company’s troops. The Governor also indignantly 
denied Mr. Fordyce’a. assertions thst he had made him 
quake or shake in his shoes. 

It was unanimously resolved that Mr. Fordyce 
should be dismissed the Company’s service^ and a new 
chaplain was at once appointed to Cuddalore to succeed 
him. 

has been said by Clive’s enemies that he was. 
ever ready t6 pick a quarrel w^th anyone, 'but this is 
not the case. .He neyer willingly spught quarrels, but 
was verjrjocious of his Honour and character, which 
he would sufiSsr 'nOftOne to speak lightly of. He made 
friends, being naturally reserved and retiring 
in society but those he^ did make he kept through 
life* John Dalton made friends wherai^r he went,, 
increaung a snowball^ rolled ^ong snow- * 
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covered ground. His frank and open disposition, 
coupled with the keen sepse, of’ humour which distin-^ 
guished him through life, made hiib very popular with 
his brother officers* His friends were chosen with, 
wise discrimination. Lieutenant Worth, with whom 
he is bracketed above, was a young artillery officer, 
who had come out to India with Major ’Goodyear, 
and had played his part in the unsuccessful attack on 
Pondicherry. As a young subaltern, hardly out of 
his teens,* Worth had fought at Fontenoyt — that 
battle in which the British, unsupported by their 
Dutch allies, were^ outnumbered^ and had, after re- 
peated gallant charges, to retreat, which so elated the 
French, that, for many years after, French officers 
used to encourage their men, when leading them 
against British troops, by saying, Come, let us give 
the English another Fontenoy.'^ Jt was doubtless 
from this young Artillerist that Captain Dalton picked 
up some gimnery instruction, which stooil'himin good 
stead later on, when he had to act |n^ the threefold 
capadly of commander, artillery officer,^ acting 
engineer to the troops placed ukdra his ^le command. 
From BobfirtXIliTe — whom Dalfon styles ii^oqfriC^Jiis 

j j. 

* Appointed a cadet ia the Royil Artillery, Novomber 1, 1742. 
Kanej Artillery List, 3 * 

T Unnoan’fl Histi^ry of Royal ArtiUery^ voL i»*]^ 127. ■> 
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letters to his. mother^ a very intimate and worthy 
friend of mine ** — he could^ not fa^ to learn much ; 
for though they we^e of the sam^ age and neither had 
ao far seen much service, yet was Clive's inborn mili- 
tary genius so great, that his friejids and comrades 
must perforce have seen, even at this early stage of 
his career, that he was destined to ^outstrip the most 
scientific and even the bravest ofiOicers in their little 
«rmy. ^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

Tho First and Second Expeditions against Devi Gotah. 

TN March, 1749, the President and Council at Port 
St. David determined to^end an expedition 
against Devi Cotah, a strong fort in the Tanjore 
country, situated on the coast at the mouth of the 
Coleroon river. • 

There were two reasons for undertaking this expedi- 
tion ; the principal one being the desire to obtain pos- 
session of a place, so well adapted for c!|{mmerce;^8 
was reportea* to thh Cqpapany by Admiral Bdscawen, 
who had m%ie a riiconnaissance of the* fort and adja- 
cent country, and strongly advised its ^;Ic^is!lion. 
The other reason was that Sahajee, the dej^osed Sing of 
Tanjore, had cbme to Fort St. Da^id and craV^d^lKe 
sistance of the Englfsh, to recoVer for him ike kingdom 
w hich his brather Pretaupa Sing had aeized. The 
English had x Susiijlss to interfere iif the»matter, but 

6 * 
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th^ vere very glad of sach a good excoae^for helping 
Sabajee, vho promised to defray the expense of the 
expedition, and deliver up the ?ort and territory to 
’ the English, as soon as they had recovered his rights 
for him. Accordingly, towards the*end of March, the 
troops under Captain Cope marched for Devi Cotah, 
with the ' intention of capturing ' the ,Foft, and de* 
throning Protaupa Sing the King of Tanjore, notwith- 
standing hib being their old ally and having assisted 
them against the French. ' ^ 

The force eonsisted of 430 Europeans with four field 
pieces and four smaf^ mortars. The battering cannon 
and provisions were sent in four ships. 

This expedition, which was badly planned and still 
worse carried out, was unsuccessful, and the troops had 
to return, having effected nothing. 

Although the President and Council saw that Saha> 
jeC’: cause Was a hopeless one, they were so ashamed 
of the defeal of their troops, ^ and "so anxious for the 
possession of the fort and territory, -of Deip Cotah, the 
valute of which had been greatly exaggerated, that .a 
sieoond expedition' was immediately planned, and the 
M»miuimd given to Major lAwrence, who had oom« 
mand of tdl the Company’s troops.' 

^ -- i - --1^ 

MiU’fl British Indi^ yol. ii. ' 
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The following despatch^ from Major Lawrence to 

the President and* Council af For( St. David, gives a 

fiill account of this Expedition, and is •noticeable as 
• ^ 
being the first •occasion on which Captain Dalton’s* 

name is associated Vith the Grenadier Company, which 
•company he commanded during his service in India, 
and, as will*be«seEn* by subsequent events, the grena- 
diers were generally to be found in the hottest parts 
of the engagements with the enemy. * 

"An accpudt of ^ the Proceedings of the Forces 
under the command of Major S. Lawrence from 
their leaving Fort St. Da^d to the taking of 
Devi Cotah, and of some transactions after their 
being in possession of that place. 

May 27th. Embarked the Company’s troops at 5 
this morning. 

" May 29th. Anchored off Devicotafi at half-an-hour 
past 5 F.M. I ordered my own, Capt. l$crimBOfn<>8, 
and Capt. Dalton’s Companies with all the LascarE 
that were in»the ships "Exetgr’^^aud ^•Harwich/*’ to 
disembark in the Roads that Cap|Bin Powleft*ai^oilited 
for them, in^ order to land as sgon*as thb Signal was* 
made with 2 Field Piec^, whicS wer^ to fOllOW tlii ^ 
Boats that landed the Soldier^,* 

' Isast lldia Records for 1749# 


5 
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May 80th. At 1 f.h. we put off from fhe Ships in 
4 armed Long Boq/.s and several Muscolas. Landed 

on the NorthAn shore at 5 o’clodk, and drew up about 
• • * 

70 yards from the River, with our front to the West- 
ward, our left flank secured by the river and 1 Field 
Piece, the right by some bushes and the other Field 

* f at 

Piece. We lay upon our arms all night, and sent out 
small partieh of Rangapah’s Sepoys which came by 
land, in front, andi on our right flank ^kdvanced 
between one and two hundred yafds before the main 
body, to give timely notice of the approach of the 
enemy. • 

^^May Slst. The remaining part of our soldiers with 
some of the Sepoys, landed on the opposite shore at 
8 A.M. and then* sent their boats to carry over the men 
I landed before, to join them, which we did about 11^ 

I s 

o^clock the same day. I ordered Capt. Dalton with 
his^ompany to attack a Redoubt of the enemy's, but 
finding a deep River between it and him, and it not 
t^pbarii^ to b*e of aiiy great advaiftage, Lordered him 
back again/ but at the same time sent 2 Field Hecea 
"to dieiodge Ae enfimy from thence, that tlmy might not 
“^stt^'us on the ground we^ proposed * encamping on. 
We removed sonfe disthnce from the river Side and 
&caxnped with our front to the Southwkfd ; our.fl 2 gks 
secured, tUb B^ht by a thick wood and *^00 unpassable 
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River^ the !^eft by some high sand hills with parties 
of Sepoys lodged behind them. 

June 2nd. Began^to make fascines. • 

June 6th. Began to open ground with all iDur* 
officers and men hfS duty^ and a covering party of 1 
Captain^ 2 subs.^ 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 2 drums, 
and 60 private«mdn* who were *all ordered to observe 
the greatest silence for fear of drawing* the enemy’s 
fire uporf them. Upon hearing pur men tt work, the 
enemy gave^a general discharge round the whole gar- 
rison without doing the least execution, the work going 
slowly on. The cowering party^and Lascars volun- 
tarily offered to work in the daytime, which 1 ordered 
them to do, and had only 3 men wounded. 

June 8th. At daybreak we opened the battery, 
and gave the enemy three rounds. I then ordered the 
fire to cease, and beat the Chamade &n the battery, at 
the same time waved a white cloth (Which is*«>^ihe 
custom of tlie countr}^), to engage thenT to stop th^ 
fire and receive theifollowin^summons*: — 

' Sahajee Rajah, Lawfull Kmg of Tai^odf, having 
" applied to the King of England's Generis and 
the Honourable JElast India Compauy-no put 
*him in possession of*&is kfngdom,,<they have 
orders me tp lay siege to the^<Port of Dowi* 
Cotahy As lAy batteries are^ndw fsady to open 
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fire, I send this to let you kno.w that if you will 
open your Sand receive- the troops under 
my command into the fort, and acknowledge 
yonr lawful Sovereign, your persons and effecta 
shall be safe, and you yourselves well treated ; 
but if on the contrary you obstinately hold out 
the place, I will beat down your* wall, enter 
your town, and then no man is to expect 
quarter. 

" ‘ Dated in the camp before Devi Cotah, 8th June, 
1749. 

'• ‘ (Signed), 

‘ S. LAWEBNCE. 

“ ‘ To the Governor of Devi Cotah.’ 

got the letter conveyed by two Bramins at 12 
o^clock^ but receiving no answer, and che Enemy con- 
tinning their fire, I sent orders to our Battery to renew 
theirs with their Guns and Mqrtars as warmly as they 
qpuld, without'/ over-heating the llfetal, Ijy which we 
dismou&Aedk most of their Guns, and shattered the 
•wall ft goodideal with that day's fire. 

» 9th. Beceired the Governor of Devi Cotah's 

answer, w^ch was ' tha'Cuhe was upwards of 40years of 
' age, and bad lived hitherto without reproach, wd as 
he h^ 5,0QU men in the place (resolutely determined 
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to defend i\ to tbe last^ be never wonld sully the small 
remains of life [bjr surrendeAng % place he thought 
impregnable/ The sdme day we made considerable 
breach, but found it repaired by the Enemy next* 
morning. * 

''June 11th. I applied to Capt. Powlett to land a 
body of Mariims for the security of our Camp while 
we attacked the place. Accordingly he landed 8 
officers and 100 Marines, and wa marched* at sun-sett 
fjQom our camp* to the Battery and Jay upon our arms, 
expecting to pass the River that Night, %ut was pre- 
vented by a heavy slfbwer of rain tvhich wetted all our 
ammunition and rendered it impracticable. Mr. 
Moore the Carpenter of the Train passed the River 
the same Night, and made fast the it>pe on the other 
side to pass our float ; as our battery was upon marshy 

• t , 

ground I vas apprehensive that another day’s ram 
would have inade it impossible to attempt'anything,* I 
therefore determined to attack the place in Ae day* 
which we did on thh 12th at ^0 %’clocS p.m.>and^- 
formed it in the following ord(sr. Asaodd all 

h^ passed the river to tjie numbpr 6f 70(1 Sepoys andT 
400 Military upon the £|pat made by Mr. MBbre for 
that piupose^ I first ordered Cieut. Clive with a volun- 
teer platoon hi men at the head of Sep()ys 
drive the enemy &oin an entrencl^nent Trhich ^must 
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flank our left on storming the breach^ an4 300 more 
Sepoys on the rightf. to scfbure our r^ght flank from a 
large body of 4B[orse^ which were* posted there for that 
’purpose. Lieutenant Clive accordingly set out for the 
attack^ and met with a deep slouglb^ which we knew 
nothing of ; however^ passed it with the major part of 
his platoon^ and attacked the entrenchment, but not 
being seconded by the Sepoys, and being charged in 
the rear by Ihe Horse at the same time that he was 
attacking the entrenchment in front, ^ar. obliged to 
retreat to the slough again, upon which 1 ordered 
Sergeant Brown’* with the forlorn hope to attack the 
entrenchment, and, in case of need. Captain Dalton at 
head of Grenadier Company to support him, but there 
being no occasion, I immediately ordered Captain 
Dalton and his Company followed by the main body 
to attack the breach, which he did, and being joined 
by'Keutenant Clive and the remainder of his platoon 
was in toll possession by 5 o’clock, and I, at the head 
of the mran body, wkeelpd one pictoon to the right 
and facetf the Horse in order to prevent them from 

t 

Hanking Safton’ 8 '‘CQmpan 7 , and gave them a fire 
which Thtt so successful that if killed some and put the 

* Sergeant B^c tm was promoted Bnsignf for hi a gallant conduof on 
this ooeaaion.-^East’lndia Reeorde, 1749. ^ * 
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rest in sucl), disorder that they went off immediately. 
We all of us lay that nighl n^n oyr arms. 

“June 20th. I Ordered Captain Cepe, with his 
Company and two field pieces and some Sepoys^ to* 
take possession of 'Atchavaram, which he did without 
any opposition, bnt on the same night was attacked by 
the enemy’s whole force^ and repulsed them with the 
loss of only 4 men killed and 6 wounded/ I marched 
next morning with another field piece^ iSO soldiers, 
apd some Sapdys to, throw in provisions, which I did 
without seeing or meeting with any Disttirbance from 
the enemy. * ** 

^'The next morning arrived an Ambassador from 
Camp who made an Apology and said it was a mis- 
take,'^ and requesting at the sam& time I would 
restore them Atchavaram. Upon consideration, find- 
ing it would not answer our purpose in opening a 
^communication by land, and that it waa muck' too 
'distant to be relieved from Devi Cotah, and In shorl 
that it would not in any waj answer o\ir expectation; 
they at the same time very gepteelly ofPdnng not to 
molest or disturb any of our peqpl^and ^fco supply u?' 
with anything their Can^p afforded. After such con-^ 


I'here is some tJbscurfty here, most probably«*^me wo#ds left 
^ out in the copy oT Lawren«.e’s despatch. ^ 
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cessions made on their side, I thought I could with 
a very good grace^ deliver* them up a place which 
they with their whole force were*not able to take.” 

• The Government at Fort St. David were now able 
to make their own terms with thd King of Tanjore, 
which they accordingly did, but with very little sense 
of honour or humanity, as will be sedn by tfie following 
extract from^a learned author ; — ^ 

The reifening King of Tanjore agreed td concede 
to the English the fort for which Jhey fcontended with 
a territory 6f the annual value of 9,000 Pagodas, f 
and they renounced Support of Sahajee and agreed to 
secure him and deliver him up to Pretaupa Sing. But 
for the humanity of Admiral Boscawen this would have 
been done. Hennanaged to make his escape from the 
English.” 

• • 

****** 

TiRi close«of the year 1749 found the little army of 
the Ealt India Company remodelled and enlarged. 
High pay, qilick pVon^tion, and the prospect of 
gaining aistinction in .the field, as well as other in- 
ducements t& stay ip India, ^ had enable^ the East 

t Tbw Madra^pagoda was equal to aboift threa and a half rupoes^ 
or about Ts. SdfTn Eilj^lish money. ^ 
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India Conqcil te procure the services of some of 
Admiral Boscaweti’s officers htad i^en. Taken all in 
all, they might be called a bobbery pack ” ; and if 
they wore any' distinctive uniform it was of "the 
** undress description ! For the first time probably 
in the annals of military history that curious anomaly 
a “ Horse Marine ” was to be *seen and met with in 
the precincts of Fort St. David. And he was not a 
solitary specimen either of thi&^ new clasi of soldier, 
for there were ‘sever^,! Marine officers in the Madras 
army ” who sometimes marched on foot with the 
infantry and at other times rode 'at the head of the 
dusky mounted followers of the native princes, whose 
cause the East India Company had espoused for cer- 
tain reasons which it would, perhaps; be invidious to> 
investigate too closely. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Rival Princes. — ^War to the Knife. 

<1 

TT is recorded of that high and mighty prince Nizam- 
ul-Mulk, SubaJar of the % Deccan, that when 
marching through the Carnatic with an immense 
army, in 1743, to settle the country, his haughty spirit 
was sorely troubled at the state of anarchy in which 
he found this fine province. The great men of the 
Carnatic — great,' at least, in their own estimation — 
fipek^'d to^the still greater Subadar’s camp to pay 
him homage, and had themselves 'announced to His 
l^ightiness as nabobs:. This assunption of authority 
so eiirafed Nizam-ul-Mulk, that he turned at last to 
' Lis officers * and exclaimed : I have seen this day 
•eighteen nabobs in a country where there should be 
but one; scourge the next fellow who comes with 
;hat title I ” « , ' 

Five years after this the great Nizam-ul-Mulk de- 
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parted for ^that bourn from which no traveller — ^not 
even a Subadar of the D&cah— ever yet returned to 
tell his experiences. **11 is succession weuld in these 
days have been-^termed a very strong one, as he'^left’ 
six sons behind hiifi ; but the sovereignty of the Deccan 
was claimed by Murzafa-jing, a son of the late Su- 
badar’s favourite* daughter, ^his young " pretender 
opposed the somewhat more righteous claims of his 
uncle — Nazir-jing.* Both cla^^mants fleW to arms. 

As a matter of course, this dispute led to others in 
the provinces over which the Subadar of the Deccan 
held sway. • 

Chunda Saheb laid claim to the nabobship of 

Arcot, then held by Anwarodean Khan, the true and 
lawful Nabob of the Carnatic. It was a natural 
sequence that Murzafa-jing should espouse Chunda 
Saheb’s cause,* and that Nazir-jing should support 
Anwarodean Khan. It also goes wiff^out paying 
that when the t^rench cast in their lot with the 
two pretenders, the English had no alternative* but, 
sooner or later, to take the opposite td the 
French. ^ * 

""The East India Company showed no disposition at^ 

first to meddle in* this strug*gle, and for aome time 

S ^ 

* . — 

O' * One of the younger sonsf^ 
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held aloof^ but when the Carnatic was invaded by the 
combined forces o( jd!uirzafa-jing and Chunda Saheb 
(who were joined by some French troops under the 
' command of M. d’Auteuil)^ it soon •became evident 
that British interests and British 'territory would be 
much endangered if the side which the French had 
•espoused proved victorious. This ‘di'eaded contingency 
•came to pass. 

A fierce^ engagement took place at Arbur, fifty 
miles west of Arcot, and on Anwarodekn Khan being 
ahot through the hearty his troops fled, and a large 
amount of stores aAd booty fell into the hands of the 
victorious army. Murzafa-jing and Chunda Saheb 
proceeded to Arcot^ where the latter was proclaimed 
Nabob of the Cftrnatic. 

The English were alarmed at the success of the 
French^ and Major Lawrence with his troops were re- 
cdlCu front ))evi Cotah, after concluding a very satis- 
factory*^ treaty with the King of 'Tanjore, who was 
opposed to Chtinda Suheb. •• » 

Mklu^mbd Ali, son of Anwarodean Khan, had fled 
"Y6 Trichinopbly, tile strongest fort in his dominions. 
He wrbte to the ^glish iroip thence, tbking them tor 
asdstance^ .against' his ^val, and assured them that 
‘IShnqda. ^beb had no right to the* 'title he had 
assumed, aiiH a rebel, as veil as Murzafa-ging, the 
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real Subadar of the Deccan being Nazir-jing who 
had been appointed by the>Great’Mogol. 

Soon after these strking events, Nazirrjing entered 
the Carnatic, and* summoned Mahommed Ali to join 
him from Trichinopoly, and at the same time applied 
to the English for troops. The English, seeing the 
cause of Nazir-jing supported’ by many itafluential 
people, and hearing he had an army of 3Q0,000 fight- 
ing men,a)£ whom more than h{df were cawalry, were 
convinced that! he was the real Subadar of the 
Deccan, and ordered the detachment at Trichinopoly 
to march with Mahommed Ali tc' join Nazir-jing at 
Waldore, fifteen miles from Pondicherry. A few days 
after this, Major Lawrence arrived with some troops at 
Nazir-jing’s camp. He was accompanied by Mr. 
Westcott, a Member of Council, and Captain Dalton, 
who were anthdtised to treat with Nazir-jing in the 
interests of the East India Company. 

The following extract from Lawrence’s “Nanntive,”' 
refers to thi| visit to, Nazir-jin|'’8 9 amp . , , 

" Muzapherzing and Chunda Saheb marcUiiu odt of 
Pondicherry with their army and S,O0Oi Europeans, ■ 
commanded b/ M. d'Auteuil, with a large train of 
artillery*and a numAous bodybf Sqpoys. They took 
post within •» few miles of Nazir-jingt at pjfaosc ' 
earnest and seated' request, I m^hea with fiOO 
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men accompanied with Mr. Westcott, one of the 
Council^ with a comihisdon to treat with Nazir-jing^ 
in which we jvere assisted by Captain Dalton."* 

Nazir-jing received the deputation ^ith much polite- 
ness, and offered the command of* his whole army to* 
Major Lawrence, and wished to engage the enemy at 
once. This prince’s desire for the combat was, how* 
ever, to be realised in a manner he had not foreseen. 
Some French officer^ in the false Subadar’s army, 
discontented at not receiving some of the money 
bestowed on their fortunate countrymen by tlic Kmg 
of Tanjore, whom Chunda Saheb had lately reduced 
to submission, resigned their commissions and left the 
camp. M. d’Auteuil, afraid to risk a general engage- 
ment with affairs in such a disorganized state, marched 
back to Pondicherry in the night with his battalion. 
Deserted by thbir French allies, the two false pro- 
phet;.^ thdught discretion the better part of valour. 
'Murzafa-jing surrendered to, his uncle and Chunda 
^aheb r/?treat3d with d^Auteuil, leaving ,his followers 
to shi& lor themselves. The camp was attacked by 
Nazir-jing, and, the troops being quite unprepared for 

c t Wl 

resistance, many were slain. ^ 

Nazir-^ing’s star seemed now td be in the ascendant; 

* Seo Menmri of Chlontl Lawrence^ by Richard Owan Oatnbridge, p. 5w 




MEMOIR OF GAFtAIN DALTON. 


81 


but, as the Jrench proverb says,^‘^ Nothing is certain 
but the unforeseenV’ His prosperity was too much for 
his weak mind. He offended many of h% supporters, 
particularly the* Nabobs of Cudapore, Cauoul, and 
Savanore, who conspired against him, and were in 
league with Dupleix,* the political wire-puller of the 
situation. A rd!usal to confirm the graTit of territory 
near Madras to the English East India Conlpany, made 
to them Mahomraed Ali, induced Major Lawrence 
to.return with tiis troops to Port St. David. Shortly 
afU‘1' tins ilio h'jench entirely routed Mahommed Alps 
arni} , iiinl th^’n procclded to attack Nazir-jing, who 
ordered his iiophew^s head to be cut off, but Nazir- 
jing Wi^is himself killed by the Nabob of Cudapore, and 
the troops joined Murzafa-jing. This event caused 
great joy to Dupleix and Chunda Saheb. Mahommed 
Ali fled to Trichinopoly, and Murzafa-jing was acknow- 
ledged as Sub^dar of the Deccan. 

* • • 
This French turn of Fortune’s wheel was very 

unpalatable fo the E&glish, and filled tliem #i^h ebn- 
stemat^on. The Subadar of the Deccap was a very 
great man in India, as piore than one t^ird of tlie 

The Marquis Dupleix, the able (Jovornoi^ of tho SFench ISast 
India Company, married a native a woman (4 considerable 
talent, and her knowledge of the Indian character andJawgtfS^ was 
great assistance to her husband. 
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empire of the Great Mogul was under ^his control. 
Dupleix was quite aware of the advaiitages to be gained 
from the Subadar^ and the glor^ that would reflect on 
him and his nation^ in having brought about this state 
of things. Great rejoicings took place at Pondicherry. 
Dupleix held a court, where he received the compli- 
ments of the inhabitants. Murzafa-jir^g soon came to 
Pondicherry, and received a great ovation. The day 
after, the tnrec Patau Nabobs arrived, and demanded 
the reward of their treachery.,, Thein- claims wgre 
settled, but hot with satisfaction to themselves, and they 
secretly were resolved to revolt. Dupleix was appointed 
to collect all the revenues from the countries ruled over 
by the Subadar, and to account to him for the same, 
and it was ordered that no money should be current 
in the Carnatic but such as was coined at Pondi- 
cherry. Chunda Saheb was declared Nabob of Arcot, 
und 'As dependencies, under the authority of Dupleix. 
The treasures of Nazir-jing were distributed amongst 
Lhe conquerors, but Dupleix got che lion s share, and 
the three Nabobs did not get as much as they had 
expected. This, ^dded to other disappointments, 
caused them to revolt on the first favourable occasion. 

c 

The French and Murzafa-jing marched against the 
foro^^qmi^anded by the rebel Nabobs, and so eager 
was Murz&fa-jm^; to punish them, that he outstripped 
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the French^ troops, and came up with the Nabob of 
Canoul and his followers* n^o were in full flight. 
Finding he could not escape, the NabC>b of Canoul 
turned round and charged his adversary. Murzafa- 
jing had his sword ^iplifted to cut him down, but the 

Nabob threw his javelin at the Subadar, which 

• * • 

struck him on his forehead and penetrated to the 
brain, killing him on the spot. Thus perished the 
Subadar,* and at the same time the tfiree Patan 
Nabobs, whe were Qui to pieces with many of their 
followers. * 

The tide of fortune 4iad turned once more, and the 
victorious and powerful French were thrown into great 
consternation, by the death of their great ally. 
Salabat-jing, the eldest brother of Naztr-jing, was pro- 
claimed Subadar of the Deccan, Murzafa-jing only 
having left an*infant son. The newly-elected Su- 
badar agreed^ to confirm all the concession in»Ie by 
his predecessor, and to «give still greater advantages to* 
the French nation. • 


6 
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CHAPTER VII. 

( 1761 .) 

The Nabob applies to tho English for Assistance. — Trops sent to 
Trichinopoly under Captain Cope. — Revolt at Madura. — Capture 
of that City by Alliitn Khan. — Captain Cope offers to retake it. — 
His Troops lay sioge to tho Place. — Failure of tho Attack. — Their 
Retreat. — Captain Do Gingins sent with a largo Force to assist 
Mahommod Ali. — Capture of Vordacllolum. — Affair at Volcondah. 
—Retreat of the Tioops. — Remarks on the same. — French 
Slanders. — Army retreats to Trichinopoly. — Captain Dali on com- 
mands Advanced Post at Wootatoor and defeats the Enemy. — 
Operations of the French. — Clive’s Expedition to Arcot. — ^English 
besieged at Trichinopoly by French and Chunda Saheb. — Nabob 
asks Assistance from the Regent of Mysore. — Captain Dalton 
defeats a Detacumont of the Enemy. — Ariival of a Mahratta 
Force. — Their Bravery and Success. — Disasters at Kistnavaram. 
- — Captain Cope. — Captain Dalton ordered to proceed to 

Kistnavaram to take the Command. 

% 

TF the affairs of toe English East India Company 
looked gloomy at, the close of the year 1750, they 
did not show any signs of improvement fit the com* 
mencement of the year 1751, The native Princes had 
seen with surprise the success that attended th6 French 
arms^^ip^wgre equally surprised at^th6 inactivity of 
the Britishr . 
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Mahommed AJl^ vrote from his fortress of Trichi- 
nopoly^ iniploring«the Englisb to^agsist him^ and they 
— fearing his making a treaty with Dypleix — deter- 
mined to support him. Accordingly^ 280 Europeans « 
and 800 sepoys wefe despatched to Trichinopoly under 
the command of Captain Cope. The Nabob’s affairs 
were in a very priti<!al state^ most of the native chiefs 
having acknowledged Chunda Saheb as N^I^ob of the 
CamaticJ and joined the rebels army at Arcot. Ma- 
hommed A]} sent a force of 2^SW horse and 3^000 
peons^* with a detachment of 80 Eurc()eans, under 
the command of ono of his brcfthers, to settle the 
Government of Tinevelly, a city 160 miles south of 
Trichinopoly, and capital of a territory. Lieutenant 
Innis commanded the Europeans, and had great diffi- 
culty in keeping the native troops from revolting. 

A revolt had broken out at Maddra, the capital of 
a territory of the same name, whieh lies*^etween Tri- 
chinopoly and Tinevelly. The city had been Imken by 
Allum Kham, a soldier of fortune, who* had. corrupted 
the garrison, and held the city for Chufldft Saheb, 
whom’ the ^troops acknowledged as tCtfir sovereign.* 
Tlie loss of the territorj of Madhra deprived Mahom- 


* A name for th# infantry of the Deccan, who *^3*- ^cTiided with 
broadswords and sometimes with matchlocks^ 
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was a most serious niisfortime. Captain Cope offered 

to retake the«capital. He marcbed from Trichinopoly 

with one siege- and three field-pieces/ and a small body 

of Europeans, accompanied by 660 of the Nabob’a 

cavalry, commanded by one of the Nabob’s brothers. 

On their ‘march they 'were joined by , the army from 

Tinevelly. Arrived at Madura, the troops found the 

outer wall of the city ,had several large breaches in it, 

so that the fire from the siege-guns soon demolished a 
' * » 
part of the dinner wall; but the shot being soon 

expended, and the breach not accessible from want of 
fascines, it was necessary to storm the place. The 
sepoys, having been brought up to the mark by pre- 
sents and promises of future rewards, went to the 
attack very spiritedly. The troops passed the first 
wall, but at the ¥oot of the breach in the second were 
ipet t[y thrgfe champions in armour, who defended the 
pass with their swords, and wejre with difficulty killed. 
The troops thea mouiuted the breach and regained the 
parapet^' Where the enemy had, on each side of the 
entrance, flung up a^ mound of earth, on which they 
had laid horizontally some ^palm-trees, through {he 
interstices. pf which the} thrust their pikes. At the 
botto^ja^oMbo rampart within the wall they had flung 
up a strong* intisnchment with a ditch, and 3,000 or 
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4^000 armed men were ready to defend this work. 
The troops* wounded by ^tho pikes, were obliged to 
fall back, with a loss pf 90 killed and wcpinded. The 
following day fTaptain Cope prepared to return to 
Trichinopoly. Mahommed Ali’s troops took advantage 
ot this repulse to openly revolt, and 500 horse with 

1.000 peons wpn1> Over to Allhm Khan, before the 
English broke up their camp, and a fey days after 

2.000 horse deserted.* 

Mahommed Ali, having heard that Chunda Saheb was 
preparing to march from Arcot against Trichinopoly, 
again appealed to tlye English, &nd promised them 
considerable territory near Madras. The English were 
roused to action by the constant insults they received 
from the French. Dupleix had, at the commencement 
of harvest, put the coping-stone to his insolence, by 
planting white 4ags in all the fields vdiich belonged to 
the French ; these flags were plainly visible from Port 
St. David, and sCime were even planted In English 
territory, ^his ingult stung thgm to •the puick,^and 
they determined to make a desperate •aitt4)apt to 
retrieve their fallen fortunes. 

Major LaWence had Returned England, in October 
1750, 6)r the benefit of his«healthj and ^aptain De * 

* Extracted from Orme, toI. i. 
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Oingins was senior ofScer at Fort St. David. Early 
in April he was sen1^ in command oi a force of 500 
Europeans (the troop of horse Jbeing included) ^ 100 
Caffres,* 1,000 sepoys, and 8 field-pieces, and was 
ordered to wait near Fort St. David> till joined by the 
Nabob’s troops from Trichinopoly. After waiting six 
weeks, he was joined* by 600 horse, and 1,000 peons. 
He then proceeded westward, and came in sight of 
Verdachelupi, a large and strong pagoda garrisoned by 
300 of Chunda Saheb’s army. The.- garrison were 
summoned the Nabob’s oflScers to give up the 
place. On their rifusal, the English troops opened 
fire on them from the cover of a bank, and, in the 
evening, prepared to make a general assault ; but at 
sight of the sca\jng-ladders the enemy at once capitu- 
lated. 

We now come to the operations of the English 
troops before Volcondah, which ended in the retreat 
gf the );!in^iish and their allies, and was certainly an 
unfortunate a%ir. Captain Dalton gives a account, 
in hii|.J/iurual, of the proceedings of the troops, and, 
as he was a p^mipent 'actor in the forthcoming scenes, 
I feel justified in giving hik version of what tVo 


* Negro es wh o wore brought to India from ^the &ape, Guinea, or 
Madagascar. / 
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learned historians'^ speak of as " the disgraceful affair 
at Volconddh • 

"After the reduction of this pface [Verdachelum], 
we march’d to Yolconda, a fort about 45 miles from 
Tritchenopoly, and there the Nabob’s forces join’d us^ 
under his brother Abdelbobcon (sic) ; there was alto- 
gether above 700. horse and 400 sipoys badly arm’d^ 
the rest of his forces having all deserted him and 
join’d Cbunda-saib^ since the massacre of^ the Nizam^ 
who could affprd to pay ^cm better, having all the 
rfivenues of the country in his hands. Here we had 
intelligence that Chunda was ma/ching towards [us] 
with an army of no less than 20,000 horse, in con- 
junction with the French, under Mous. D’auteiil, who 
were about 700 strong, and near 2,00p sipoys, with 16 
pieces of cannon. We had about the same time a 
reinforcement of 150 men from St.* David’s, and, as 
wc were resolv’d to wait in this place for the enemy, 
possessing tlf^ fort of Volconda seemed t»5TB5ia thing 
of great consequence. * The person whq commanded it 
was a relation to the Natob. However, the 
greater security, we desir’d heVouJ^ adjhit a detach-^ 
ment, either of ours or the Nabob’s people, into it, as 
we propos’d to encamp under^the wplls to wpit for the ' 

^ 

* GolAiel Wilks and Sir John M^olmV 
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enemy, and put it out of their power to take it. He 
gave us for answer that fort waa his family estate^ 
which we coi^jid not blame him fpr taking care of, and 
, that«he could not admit one party iij without giving 
umbrage to the other. He declares he would observe 
a strict neutrality, and favour neither side, but would 
pay his revenues to *the Nabob* as Jie had always 
hitherto do^je, without Chunda prov’d victorious, and 
by force of^arms proy’d himself Nabob of Arcot, in 
which case self-preservation would oblige ^him to give 
it to the conqueror. Could we have believ’d him 
sincere, the answe^ was not unreasonable, for ’t was 
manifest enough that, if he favoured us, and we should 
chance to be worsted and oblig’d to retreat, he raust^ 
of course, have fallen a victim to Chunda’s resentment. 
But, as it did not answer our purpose at that time, we 
did not think if satisfactory, and desfip^d the Nabob 
would^ve^ifs leave to attack him while Chunda's army 
was tosi Sr off to give him any assistance. But he 
woqld never eonseiW; to it, always assuming us his 
relatieiy iifas not in ^any interest but his, till our 
dragodns intercepted a letter from the Goveriior to 
his Vaquil* in the •enemy^s ^ camp, ddsiring him •to 
solicit Chqnda to*>mardh as soon* as possiblei to his 


“A sort of envoy.’ 
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assistance, for hfi had intelligence yre intended to 
attack him. I acffcually bdiiefe, ^notwithstanding this, 
that he was no further in Chunda’s intierest at that 
time than that, es he thought him the strongest naide, < 
policy obliged him to incline that way for his own 
interest. 

'' The enemy«W£f^ *then arriv’d within 8 miles of us. 
The fort was between both armies ; but wa lay nearest 
it, and Sad guards placed at tkc outside f>i the gates 
to give us «intelligence if any p^rty of the enemy 
attempted to throw themselves into it. I4ay in a tope 
of trees close under 4;he wall of the fort, with the 
Grenadier Company, 60 CofEreys, and 100 Sipoys, with 
3 field -pieces to support these parties till our main 
body could come up, which was about a mile farther 
oS. The people of Volconda never made any objec- 
tion to our bemg so near and placing these guards, 
protesting, asjjiey had from the first, tha^ Jhey woul^ 
observe a strict neutrality and admit neithef party 
within theivwalls. • 

^ • 

The enemy came often in ^large bodfe^ oi^ilorse 
and Sipoys to reconnoitre our camp, bilt we always • 
prevented ’em' by marc]^ing out* with the advanced 
guard and repulsing ^em, wUch pirt it ouk of their 
power to be atiy sort of judge of our sitoation« On 
the other hand tliey suffer’d us to i^onnnitre theirs 
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every day and often ride with no more than 12 troopers 
within musket shot bf ^thdir tents.* Our army made 
but a very despicable figure in comparison with that of 
' the 6iiemy, and there was 2 rivers to»pass and a steep 
hill to ascend to get at ’em. ' 

*^The Nabob’s brother, notwithstanding, was very 
anxious tb attack ’em, but we thought that considering 
our great superiority of force it would be imprudent to 
march to ’em undcr^ these difficulties. Several con- 
sultations were held to study what was' best to be done 
in our preselit circumstances, and it was at last agreed 
to bombard the fort of Volconda. It was natural 
enough to believe the Enemy would march to the relief 
of the place, and by that means give us an opportunity 
of having a fair field action with ^em, and if they did 
not we were sure to reduce the fort, which would be a 
great point gain’d in the present situation of affairs. 

Th^pitadel of Volconda is built ron a high steep 
*rock. It has round towers and some small pieces of 
cannon mounted on it ; the town below joins to it and 
is sun'uunded with a pretty good stone wall of about 
16 feet higls, fiaflk’d’with round towers, but has no 
ditch. In this place the Moors and all the people of 
distinction reside^, and \idthout all is the pettd., or vil- 
lage,«- wherO the poorer sort have thbxr habitations 
ineWd wiili a Lmd wall and a ditch. 
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‘^It was jiot very probable that the few shells we 
could throw in a ifight wofild'mak^ the governor sur- 
render the fort, particularly as Chunda^s army lay so 
very near, who, it was not to be doubted, would •take • 
advantage of our having commenc’d hostilities to 
march to its assistance and gain admittance, after 
which we could* no longer stay where we lay at that 
time, but must unavoidably be oblig’d to«*etreat, and 
our cause consequently suffer, fli’hese reajfbns induc’d 
sojne of the# ofticers, to propose ti^ Capt. De Gingin, 
not to throw away bombs which ^ould •be visible to 
the Enemy’s army, bnt in the night to scaladc the 
lower town, where all the principle men liv’d. This 
we were sure to carry with great ease and without 
much alarm, and when we were in to Ibt the Governor 
know, we had no design to meddle with his Citadel, 
nor would even* suffer our people to plunder the town 
provided he ry^ain’d quiet above and did noJ^ij)terfcr(i 
in the battle that wouli shortly ensue. ^ ^ • 

" *Tis veiy certain that tbp l(fwer tcflvn once taken 
he would have very gladly acceypted these* teilte, not 
to be molested in the Citadel an^ in^ probability we 
should have gamed our ppint, and*oblig’d the Enemy’s 
army t(f retire. But Capt. Gingin being ntfUch indis- 
pos’d, un^ble^fo ^march ?J to the place hiftiself, and of 
an unfortunately jealous temper whipjr ma^ him mis- 
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trust the good will of auy who offer’d to give him 
advice, would nottcdDshnt*to this proposal but per- 
sisted in his <hrst scheme of bombardment, and gave 
' me drders, as soon as the first shell' was thrown, to 
attack and bum the village surrounded with the mud 
wall, in order to increase the confusion. This was 
done about 8 o’clock at night with only the loss of 
one man in ‘forcing the barrier, and the whole village 
which was & very fine one plunder’d and set In flames. 
Numbers of poor inhabitants lost thdir lives in this 
affair, for they ran out of their houses to avoid 
being burnt, they were expos'd both to our musketry, 
and that of their own people from the Citadel and 
Town walls firing down at us, and this piece of cruelty 
answer’d no sc/rt of purpose except that possibly it 
frightened the Governor a little for a while. 

The Citadel after this was bombarded all night and 
only nQW an^ then returned us a ston^ shot which did 
us no sort of ^prejudice. Hoiyever, as they show’d no 
sort of inclination to surrender at daylight, we drew 
off ourmoitars and join’d our army which was lying 
on the plain ^draw'n up out of cannonshot of the fort. 
About 8 o’clock we perceiv’d jbhe outscouts of Chunda’s 
army appuar on the top* bf the hills that were4>etween 
our Camp aiTd theirs, and soon after their whole army 
with the Ffbnch'^battallion of about 600 men in their 
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front marching pretty fast to gain a deep water course 
that led directly "'to the gate of ©the fort. Nothing 
was plainer than th&t it was now our business to 
possess ourselvcd of this watercourse before ’em^ which 
we might easily have done as we were much nearer to 
it than they were. This would have put us between 
them and the fOrt! We should have been under cover 
and they expos’d, and if they offerM to advance on us 
over the plain^ they must have* lost half their people 
before they could possibly get n^ar us, but we lay 
still in a state of stupefaction and saw ’6m all, enter 
the watercourse, and*" pushing hard along it to the 
fort. 

We then stood to our arms and the Commanding 
Officer ask’d the officers, whether it was their opinion 
that we could prevent the Enemy from getting in, by 
advancing upon 'em. 1 believe this be^nniQg^-gave 
none a very e"’!:raordinary idea of our suc6<>e»«. Not-' 
withstanding which some gave it their -^jjinion that a 
brisk push might still doe it, as the tire 6f the Tort 
was very inconsiderable. In consequeri^e of which 
the officer of the Cofferys showing great readiness was 
order'd to make what dSspatch he could and engage 
their front, and if possible stop ’em till our^main body 
•could come up. I mareVd after him as fs^t as I \;ould, 
in any order, with the grenadiers/ 8 companya of 
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Sipoys from the right, and a company of Topasses 
belonging to the Nibob. The Geffreys ran all the way 
as fast as the^ could and attacked the French Grena- 
diers and Sipoys who led their van "in so daring a 
manner, that (assisted by the fire of the artillery from 
the left of the Battallion, and 3 gi^ns of the Nabob’s) 
they made ’em give way, and abandon their two ad- 
vanced guns, so precipitately, that they threw the 
French main body into confusion and they all got for 
shelter into the bottom of the watcrcoursVi firing fro-m 
thence up in the aii\ witliout doing us the least harm. 
Never was there a fiuer prospect "of a compleat victory, 
and the French saw it so plainly tbcnisclves, that 
giving over thoughts of relieving the fort, they suffer’d 
us to stop ^cm, and with much adoc got 2 field pieces 
up on the bank to bear upon our battallion which was 
marchi'^g d^jwn in all appearance with a great deal 
%f resolution, to support us, but on receiving about 20 
shot which kff^'d a Lieut, and 8 or 9 men the whole 
went to the right about aLd march'd towards camp in 
great disorder* without^ giving us who were advanced 
the least notice to retire in time. ' 

*'The officers say they could not^find the Command- 
ing officer" to receive orders what they were to doe ; 
and t£e mep declar’d the officers bid ’em retreat. For 
my nart, being clmsiderably advanced from ^em, I am 
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no sort of judge how it happen’d but was never more 
astonish’d than when I sa^ ’efti goj^g ofE, and even the 

Nabob’s horse crying* out to ’em and upbraiding 'em 

■ 

with their shamefull behaviour. • • 

" Had the French behav’d with spirit and improv’d 
their advantage, ’twas next to an impossibility that our 
advanced party^ could have got off ; but they remain'd 
in the watercourse and suffer’d us to dretreat very 
leisurely^ and carry off the officer who wfts kill’d and 
all the woui^dcri. Chunda’s vast ajrmy too follow’d the 
example of the French, and kept ^on the side of the 
hills a vast way off. Had these made a charge when 
our battaillon fell into confusion it might have prov’d 
a fatal day to us ; but they were content with the ad- 
vantage they had gain’d, and when We left the field 
their whole army came and encamp’d under the walls 
of the fort, little more than cannon shot from j^here 
we lay. I never saw the Nabob’s horse so attimat£id 
they were that day. They kept close ii),^the *rear of 
our battallion and^ dkho few, ^em’d to ^espiae Chunda’s 
numbers. Abdel Bobcon’s hor^e was shcj^unfcr him 
but her immediately mounted anothi!ir aifd headed his 
people. In short we ha^ no exedse for our bad beha- 
viour. • It was a scandalous ia'ffair, •on our^side, and 
the French hod nothing to boast of, for *they behav’d 
to the full as ill as we. 


7 
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“The reader will easily imagine, after what has 
been related, that*on our'iretum to camp, vigorous 
councils did sot prevail amongst^ us. The command- 
* ing officer, who should have exerted himself on the 
occasion, and endeavour’d to raise the drooping 
spirits of the people, was sick, and the general 
opinion of the situation of affairs' was manifest on 
every countenance. The Nabob^s people too, either 
affraid or disgusted at 'what had happen’d, were packing 
up their baggage md preparing tq leavd us. As soon 
as it grew dark wcvstruck our tents and marched off 
without any noise for Wootatoor, where we arriv’d 
about 4 o’clock the next day. There was an 8-inch 
mortar belonging to the Nabob left by the people on 
the road which fell into the hands of the Enemy, the 

carriage it was on having broke down. We lost 

( 

nothing but a few of our tents, and some hand- 
•igreiMidoes/which last we buried havingjio convenience 
to carry ’emu” * 

The above graphic account of a very unfortunate 
affair Dears, .the unmis^iakeable stamp of truth, and is 
borne out by the Ipstorian Orme, who adds) what 
Dalton does not mention, th«.t, wAen the battalion was 
seized wiih a panic y the Captains^ be Gingins,*^ Dalton, 

t ^ -o 


♦•Palton’s Journal, fol. 24-28 



MEMOm OF CAPTAIN DALTQN . . 9^ 

and KilpaUtck^ and Lietdenant^Clive^ tried to rally 
them, but in vain.* • 

Every little circumstance tends to show very clearly 
that Captain De ^ingins was too cautious, and not 
possessed of enough ability, or self-reliance, to prove 
a successful leader. ^ The Council at Port gt. David 
had been astonished by the dilatory action of the man 
whom they had placed in command over Aieir troops, 
and fearing that if Volcondah was not taken,^the French 
aijd their allies would speedily poSscss themselves of 
this important fortress, they sen4f early in June, a 
despatch to Captain Gingins, the contents of which 
are referred to in the following memorandum given in 
the East India Company’s Records : — 

June — ? 1751. Mr. Eobinsf volunteers to go to 
Volcondah, but^is not allowed; he andj^he Board concur 
that Captain De Gingins be ordered to se-.k^the 
enemy, and use hig utmost endeavour to bring tb“an* 
engagement, and this* as soon as «r]^v»^ble, their 
strength increasing daily By the arrivaC of tfieir 

• \)rm©, vol. i. (eflit. 1776), p. 174. 

* • 

t Mr. B«ijamin Robins%uccessor t(^(!aptain* Alezand^ Delavaux, 
had been appoint^ on Docember 8, 1749, Engineer-Ggneral and Com- 
raander-in-Chief of i^illery in the East Indies. died, pen in 
hand,” at Port St. David. July 29, 1761.— Vibarl'f MUiikry History of 
the Madras Engineerb. • 

• . 7 
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supplies from Europe, and the President is now 
ordered to write td Captain De Guigins to that pur- 
pose.*' • ‘ 

On the receipt of the President’s^ letter, De Gingins 
determined to treat the governor of the fort as an 
enemy, and he be 8 tirr 9 d himself somewhat, but in so 
hesitating and half-hearted a manner. Chat neither the 
Europeans tior the native troops under his command 
felt any confidence in'their leader. As commander of 
the troops, De Gingins was responsible for the unfor- 
tunate resuft of hb operations. The historian Orme 
fully recognised this responsibility ; and from personal 
acquaintance with the officer in question, who was a 
Swiss by birth, his character of De Gingins deserves 
to be given : — ** 

* Captain Gingen was undoubtedly a man of courage, 

• ^ j 

and Had seen much service in Europe ; but having had 

"I * ' 

^iic experience against an Indian army, fell into the 
‘error of iuie.'jfining that the cavalry of Chunda Saheb 
would act wifh all the vigour of Vhich their number 
and ^pea^ance seemnd capable.^’ 

It is also only fair to add that this was almost the 
first occasion on which De Gingins held the chief 
command, and it must be remembered that, though he 
had ''seen much service in Europe, it *^as as a young 
subaltern, and that in 1747 he was only a second lieu- 



MEMOIR OF CAPTAtN DALTON. 


101 


tenant*^ in one of the Independent Companies under 
the command of Admiral Sosdaneq. 

Captain Dalton living been one pf the senior 
officers at Yolcondah, I have searched into the matter, • 
and read the different historical accounts of this action. 
The two historians who term it a disgraceful ” affair, 
go into no particulars. They Both agree, however, in 
taking all share of blame from Lieut^ant Clive, 
because he was at that time acting as Commissary to 
the troops, 9 having resigned his commission in the 
army, after the siege of Devi Cot^, an 4 returned to 
his former civil Rareyr. As he was present at Vol- 
condah as a non-combatant, holding no military posi- 
tion, he was of course quite exempt from blame. At 
the same time, anyone who has read Clive's life, will, 

I think, agree with me in thinking that, when a council 
of war was held, he would give his advice to the other 
officers. 1 should also think that an offitep who had 
distinguished himWf a^ Pondicherry, and^hadfled the 
assault ataDevi Cotah in the most 'gallant manner, 
would have been readily listened to on all oecasion 
when *80 much was at stake. Sir Jqhn Mklcolm ■ 


* In the Am^ist for 1754, 1 find the name of Rodolph de Gingon 
(on the half-pay lijt) as second lieutenant of ^an Independent 
Company. • • 
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naturally enough urishes to show that Clive had no 
part in the councils^ viiidii delayed the engaging with 
the enemy^ ai^d helped to frighten the troops. I also 
r wish to show that Captain Dalton was in no way to 
blame. He was not in command/ therefore was not 
answerable fq^ the cautious policy of his commanding 
officer. It is necessary to look fully rinto this affair^ 
because wh^ Clive, some years afterwards — then at 
the height e£ fame and fortune — visited Parfs, one of 
the many slanders tpld of him behind his J)ack by the 
envious and •most ^ow- minded of the Parisians, was 
that ^*he had shared in Captain Dalton’s panic at Vol- 
condah.’^ This double falsehood came well from a 
people who had allowed Arcot to be captured by a 
handful of troops, commanded by only eight officers, 
six of whom had never been in action before. The 
writer who mentibns this* was himself ai foreigner, and 
qmte rekdy to throw any obloquy on the conqueror 
of Indik, a^d any English of^cer. • His Life of Lord 
Clii^e is full oS abuse of , that great man, not allowing 
him an;' virtues whatever, and trying to make out that 
Clive*^ victoides 'TCre more due to good luck than 
through any militafy talent.^ The above false as^r* 
tion does ^o harm to Captain Daltbn’s character, and 
no one. need be ashamed of having been accused along 


* iSaraccioli, Life of Lard Clive, 
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Mdth Clivej— who, like Nelson, knew not fear — of 
having been seizeU with a* pani6. • I can quite under- 
stand why the French hit upon Captain* Dalton as the 
cause of the panic. Captain De Gingins was afiwiss/ 
which at that time was the next thing to a Frenchman, 
and accordingly they selected the officer whom they 
had good reason *to hate^ he having often defeated 
them, and baulked all their endeavours to* obtain pos- 
session at Tiichinopoly. Anyohe who restis this Lif^^ 
of Clive must feel disgusted at the picture *it draws of 
one of England^ greatest heroes^ a heaven-bom 
general ** as Pitt called him. I do not condemn the 
book merely because of the assertion that "Clive 
shared in Captain Dalton’s panic/’ as I treat that lie 
with the contempt it merits, but I *do condemn the 
author for raking up a number of stories of Lord 
Clivers stay in France, whereof coarseness without wit 
is. the characteristic trait. * 

Now to return to more pleasant mattera«» • 

The En^sh, refitting from Vftlcond&h to Trichino* 
poly, arrived at the valley of, Wootatoot, add their 

proceedings .there are thus chronicled^ by Captain 

0 • * • 

Dalton in hia journal : — , 

" Wdhtatoor is a strong |iost fot a Canop, between 
Volconda aA3 Tritchenopoly, about ^enty* miles 
distant firom either place. There is* a P^^^a with a 
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stone wall and some round towers^. but no rampart^ 
which makes it easily 1;aftenJ and harf been the reason 
of its often changing masters during the war. At this 
• time there was a small garrison of the®Nabob*s people 
in it. Our army encamp’d close to this place in a 
sort of valley .surrounded by very high rocks, which 
made their situation very strong, j^articularly as the 
road all round is so full of rocks and stones, that no 
enemy could bring Artillery near it if the least resist- 
ance was idade. As this is the barrier •to the Trit- 
chenopoly ceuntrj\ we determin’d here to wait for the 
enemy, and I was detach’d with the grenadiers, 
Coffreys, and a plattoon of the battalion as an 
advanced guard, to a pagoda (about two miles in 
the front of thb army), overlook’d by a great rocky 
mountain, on the top of which I placed a strong guard, 
both^s a look-out and to prevent the enemy from 
talking pocsession of it. We lay in this situation 
about a w€^, without seeing any appearance of the 
enemy, till one evening.*! small party of ffheir Horse 
came down;quite close, to us, so near that we at first 
took ’em for ^’des&ters, but on seeing ’em draw their 
swords we made a company of sipoys give 'em a volley, 
and advasMng on' 'cm with these and the 12 dhigoons 
which i had tHth me to patrol, we repnliM ’em a con- 
siderable distance bejrond onr advanced guard, and 
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were returning hgme when Capt. De Gingin hearing 
some firing cam^ fip on hdrsefiafik ^with our Capt. of 
Dragoons^ to see what^as the matter, an(] was follow’d 
by about 150 of the NaboVs horse. These gentlemen 
rode a little further on, and seeing the same small 
party of the Enemy’s horse hovering at a distance, 
the Capt. of Dragdons with the 12 troopers* and the 
Nabob’s horse, gallop’d after ’em at full spaed. I was 
then very* near my post returifing with the sipoys, 
when Capt. Gingin sent for ’em back, I suppbse with a 
view of supporting our horse, upon which J went with 
'em to see what would be the event, and Capt. Maske- 
lyne, who had just then met me, did the same. The 
Enemy’s horse fiew before ours who continued pur- 
suing ’em till they were fairly led into* an ambuscade, 
where a thousand horse, and full that number of, 
Sipoys with 2 ^ns, lay conceal’d. \Ve had but just 
got; back to where Capt. Gingin stood, and brought 
the company of sipoys with us as he desir^, when we* 
saw our hoi^e returning at full speed *with four times 
their number at their heels in fijll ^pursuit ’eiw, and 

their sipoys with above 20 stand of coTourl; coming up 
* >• * * 
as fast as they could riyi in the rear of ’em. Our 

horse hafited when they join’d us ftnd tha» Enemy’s 

cavalry to maffe sure of us, gallop’d in between lis and 

my post, to put A out of our power to rirtreat. We 
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had not in all above 40 sipoys, with whigh we forc’d 
our way full half ft tbite, &nd I re&l)y believe should 
have got cle^r of the Horse alone^ notwithstanding 
thein numbers, if the great body of Infantry which 
came up with us very fast had not dispirited our 
sipoys. All. our hopes was that the officer who com- 
manded ‘the advanced Guard in ihy* absence, would 
march out io our assistance, but a tope of trees which 
was between us and *him, prevented his semng what 
passed. Captain Giugin expressing a great incl^jA- 
tion that some on« well mounted would endeavour to 
push through and bring out the CoflFery company^ I 
offer’d my service, and Capt. Maskelyne’s horse being 
better than mine, we chang’d, and taking a pistol 
cockM in my htod, I watch’d an opportunity when the 
«road was clearest and set out at full speed for the 
advanced guard. I was closely pursued, but being 
^reamly«well mounted, not more than 4 or 5 could 
overtax ms, and when any of these came near 
enough to cirt at me, presenting my pistol always 
cav’d €ie. ‘jWhen J gpt near my party they gave over 
pursuing mel and I met the Coffery company coming 
out, with which I^immedial^ly turn’d back to the 
relief of owr sipo^, buf •unfortunately came fbo late. 
Despairing c(f getting off they had thro^ down their 
arms and Were ^ either cut to pieces or taken pri- 
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toners. Captain Maskelyne^ was in the number of 
the latter^ but was not hifrt. ^ Capt. Gingin and the 
Capt. of Dragoons^t yith the 12 men^were coming 
away at full speed and pursued by a vast number of 
the Enemy’s horse when we met ’em. But on seeing 
us the Enemy retreated^ and we marched up to the 
place the action hacl happen’d, and brought off the 
kill’d and wounded men, some of the latter miserably 
cut. Thd our loss in this affair*was not very great, it 
was, notwithstanding, attended with very bad conse- 
quences. Our people already dieheartan^d by the 
affair of Yolconda, wei;e greatly discouraged at it, and 
had conceiv’d a very bad opinion of the management of 
affairs. Disagreement and caballs among the ofBicers 
(the usual consequences of bad success) ensued, and 
never was a more unhappy set of people got together,, 
nor from whom* less good could be expected.^’ J 
The following memorandum in the *East lndj[g 

X « 

Becords for 1751 is %a interesting seqa«l to the* 
above: — «• • , • * • . 

“ Fort St. David, July 22, J7iy[. Ther]_Pre«ident 

1 m , : 

* fidmund MaskoJyne, the edrly friend and future brother-in-law 
of Clive, served many ye^s in tb^ East India Cor^pany’s service, but 
never attained any high rank. ' • s # 

t This was Caj^tain James Kilpatrick, the future ^omman^ant of 
Trichinopoly. I • , 

t Dalton’s Journal, foL 29-31. * * 
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acquaints the Board that Lieut. Maskelyne^ who came 
in from Camp a feW* days' ago^ givd» an account that 
Captain De (ringins having advice that a Body of 
the Enemy^s Horse was moving towards our army, 
then encamped at Wootatore^ went out attended by 
Captains Dalton and Kilpatrick and himself^ with 
about Ido Sepoys and a few troopers^ to reconnoitre, 
but advancing too far, they were all surrounded by 
a party of the Enemy’s Horse that were lying in 
Ambuscade. That Captains De Gingina, Dalton and 
Kilpatrick ^hereipon mounting their horses made 
their way thro* them by Ae assistance of the 
troopers, and arrived safe in camp, but he (Lieut. 
Maskelyne) not having a horse was obliged to sur- 
render to the Sepoys, that he was carried prisoner to 
tChunda Saib who gave him leave to come here on his 
parole, but not till he had received an answer from 
Mr. jDupleix to a letter he wrote on this subject. 
/The Presid^.nt further informs the Board that he has 
advice that a few days c^fter the above aecident, the 
Enemy' msCde a gr^t, attack on our advanced guard 
at Wootatoke, ^hich was so bravely ^defended by 

Captain Dalton that they jrere obliged to retreat 
% 

with a considerable loss without effecting anything. 
That 6ur troops have nevertheless quitted that. Post 
and retreated acloss the river very near Trichinopoly, 
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whither the^Enen^ have followed them, and encamped 
on the Banks. ^Captain !De flfligins writes that the 
reasons of his taking* this step were tha want of pro* 
visions, and his apprehensions that the Nabob’s people 
would leave us.” 

The repulse of the enemy at Wootatoor,* by 

I • g 

Captain Dalton^ns fnodestly detailed in his own soldierly 
narrative, to which I now return » 

“The ‘’day after this happeilM [on Jidy 13], thi^^ 
Epemy’s army* marched from Vol^onda and encamp’d 
within 5 miles of my Advanced Fl^st. As it was not 
to be doubted but I should be attack’d very shortly, 

I desir’d the Commanding Officer would give me posi- 
tive orders whether to make my disposition for a 
vigourous defence of my post or to retire to our main 
body on the approach of the Enemy. I look’d upouf 
this precaution as necessary in our situation, to put it 
oiit of his, or any one’s, power to censWe mv con- 
duct. For since our affairs began to wear an indif^ 
ferent asjfect, every one seem’d •'inclined to throw, the 
blame of any misconduct off Ipm^elf, to t^ pl%|judice 
of others. ,As I never could obtaih these orilers to 
my satisfaction* I asked ,tbe opinion of several of the 
ofScers ^on the sutijeet, and' as I found ’em all in- 

A • / ' 

* Called Utatoor in Orme's History. 
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din’d to think the post should be defender?, I took my 
resolutions accordmgiy. ^ was all a|ong of the same 
opinion mysdf that the post should be defended and 
the aVmy march up to support it, fprlt was very plain 
that if the Enemy once got possession of it, our army 
would be too-much streighten’d and oblig'd to retreat 
from Wootatoor, as we had been for the same reason 
from Volconda. Besides as we had resolv’d to come 
to a battle Vrith the Enemy, wc could never chuse a 
more advahtageous spot than at the Advanc’d Oua^'d, 
as we should hav<^ fought under cover of banks and 
walls, which form’d natural intrenchments, and the 
Enemy could not come at us but by marching over a 
plain exposM to their shocbuckles, a thing they are 
by no means folid of. Two days after the Enemy had 
encamp’d within sight of me, and sufficiently recon- 
noitred my post. About 6 in the morning their whole 
body of horse consisting of at least 20,000 men ap- 
-pear’d bni^ic plains all round,^and soon after a line of 
4,000 Sipeys Very rfegula^Iy drawif up with"'? pieces of 
cannofii in * their fr<»nt and a company of about 100 
Portuguese Jn the service of Chunda Saib, marchM 
up slowly to the attack, the Cavalry bringing up the 
rear, excepting a 'few squadrons which having 'detach’d 
them&felves from their main body gallop’d in between 
us and ctop. I immediately sent a dragoon well 
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mounted to gi\e the Commanding Officer advice of 
this, and having made my disposition in the best 
manner I was ci.pable, had just beguq to fire my 
Artillery on the » advanced partys of the Enemy, that 
were now come within reach, when I received orders 
to draw my people off, and join the main, body which 
had advanced a. littie way from Camp to cover my 
retreat. I confess I was never more embarass^d than 
on this occasion. Had I been order’d before to retire 
on the first approach of the Enemy, I might have done 
it with much ease. But nowthatwe^were in a manner 
ingag’d with such a multitude, who allways exert them- 
selves most when any party retreats before ’em, I really 
hardly thought the thing practicable, as we had full a 
mile and a half to march to where oui battallion was 
drawn up to cover us. To conceal my intentions as 
long as possible from the enemy, I first drew up my 
main body in good order close behind the Village out 
of their sight, and then order’d my advaiifiod partys 
first to sendiime the ?/ guns agd then to retreat slowly 
in good order and form upon my \eft. Th^aii^y on 
the top of the rock was to come down*aud« join at the 
sanr^ time. The officers perform^ every part with 
great exactness, and we were all join’ll and drawn up 
in good order behind the village, when the .Snemj' per- 
ceiv’d we were g6ing off. They came on tt first like 
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a torrent in a very surprizing ma'aner with great 

^ * ( 

shouts^ their fool^ a1)ove 50 stand of colours 
were on thq top of the hill^ ^ringjdown at us before 
we got clear of the corner of the .village, and their 
horse came round by the gate o/ the pagoda at full 
speed. Wcc retird just far enough to be out of the 
reach of the musketry on the hill and then made a 
halt. Their Horse by coming round the corner of 
^^the village, were close upon us before they expected 
it, and Came swarming round us in front and on 
both flanks:, but as we expected no other, and were 
ready prepar’d for ’em, we gav^ ’em sueh a reception 
as eflfectually check’d their first ardor, and was ot 
great service to us afterwards. They wheeled again 
round the coiner of the village to shelter themselves, 
upon which we gave ’em 3 huzza’s and continued 
our march towards the battallion. They let us after 
this^goe a considerable way unmolested, before they 
press’d cn us any more, bu^ at last return’d horse 
and foot .togetner and ^ endeavour’d to curround us. 
Our Coflfreys and^a few Topasscs, with the Plattoon 
of the Battallion, made a constant fire on ’em, while 
the grenadiers march'd with recover’d arms "^as a 
reserve, w frequently facing about and presenting at 
hodys of tks Horse that press’d on us, and recovering 
their armi when they halted and declined the charge. 
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In reality our \fxtraordinary reweat that day may be 
principally ascrib’d^ to the gallautr}^ and steady beha- 
viour of that conmany^ who have never JlsiVA to dis- 
tinguish themselrw in every action that happened 
during the war. 

The ground most of the way between our advanced 
guard and the /;amp was very favourable to us by 
being rocky, which made it difficult for the Horse to 
be so troublesome to us as they •otherwise Would have^ 
been, and we ^ere under no appreUpiisions from their 
fooL We were met about half way fey 2 plattoons of 
the Dragoons dismounijpd under their Captain, who 
came to our assistance, and covering our left flank 
were of very great service. In short we arriv'd safe 
to camp, and formM in upon the right of the battallion 


which was drawn up at a little distance from the 
tents. For when Captain Gingins saw we were out pf 
danger he return’d from where he had been draw n up 
to cover our retread. W^e lost in all but 15 Irtll^d and • 
wounded, mpst of which we bipught wilh^us.” * 

The enemy, in the excitement of the chase, **Jpid*been 
insensibly drawn on, and now found ^lemsdlves face to 
face With the whole British force, their first thought 
was to stand their ^ound and ^risk a^generaii action. 


iftilton’s Journal, fol. 32-34f 


8 
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but a heavy fire from yihe British arti^ery made them 
waver, and a timely advance of the* English and their 
allies shook ^their resolution. The^tumed and fled, 
losing nigh 800 men before they M out of cannon- 
shot. 

Notwithstanding this success, the cautious Captain 
De Oingins continued his retreats After a march of 
eighteen l\purs, performed without refreshment in the 
hottest reason of this sultry climate,* ^he troops 
arrived near Trichinopoly, and took ^possession of 
Pitchandah, a fgrtified pagoda on the banks of the 
Colcroon, about a mile to thejsast of Seringham. 

Seringham is an island which lies between the Cole- 
roon and Caveri, and contains a strong pagoda. This 
pagoda, from its position and natural strength, would 
have answered all the purposes of a strong fortress, 
and from its being so near to Trichinopoly, would have 
been a most important place to hold. De Gingins 
neglect^ this grand opportunity, although the pagoda 
had been^virt,ub.lly in his possessipn — ^his l^roops having 
beeUf qdmitted within the enclosure by the Brahmins — 
and ‘ continjiied 1 is march to Trichinopoly, leaving to 
the French and i;hcir ally, Chunda 3aheb, a strong- 
hold whjiph they, had tl^e good se^se to at once occupy 
— and hold, 

* *See Ei^ract from Dalton’s Journca in Appendix. 
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The only pos\fchat still held (At for the Nabobs out- 
side of Trichinoppfy, was Coilad^, and that fort was 
soon captured b}^ strpng detachment sQ^t against it, 
notwithstanding tnm gallant efforts made to defend it 
by Ensign Trusler. This success caused Chunda Saheb 
to cross the Caveri, and encamp with parti of his army 
to the east of Triehinopoly. In July, a small rein- 
forcement of Europeans and Sepoys were •sent from 
Fort St. Uavid to Triehinopoly, Under the cft)mmand o^ 
Mr. Pigot,* A Member of Council, and Eieutenant 
Clive, who volunteered to accompany the detachment. 
Soon after this, anotheiw detachment was sent to rein- 
force the Triehinopoly troops. A captain’s Commission 
was given to Mr. Clive, and he was given the command 
of the reinforcement which proceeded to Devi Cotah, 
where they were joined by a few more Europeans ' 
under the comiAand of Captain Clarke, who took the 
command of the whole, and they arrived ^ 
poly after a skirmish with a French detachme^iC^which • 
was entirelj^ routed. • , • * • . 

Notwithstanding,*’ says Ornje,'' these rp^lftrce- 
ments, fhc Epglish battalion at Tri^iiiopf)ly did not 
exceed 600 men, •whereas th® French had 900, and the 


♦ Afterwards Sis George Pigot, Barf., Governor of St. George, 
Madras. He was oroa^d a baron in 1766, and died in iiltgal con6ne> 
ment in India, 1777. * 


8 
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troops of Chunda Sal^b outnumbered^lie Nabob’s ten 
to one. The strepgih' of ‘the city,* indeed, rendered 
the reducti9n of it very diflBcult ; ibut the Nabob's 
arm}'', at the same time that thep 'rere incapable of 
retrieving his affairs, exhausted his treasures, and his 
revenues weje daily cut off by the enemy taking pos- 
session bf the countries which furnished them.” 

Captain* Clive, having returned to Fort St. David, 
made tne President aware of this state of affairs, and 
suggested* that an expedition should^ be sent against 
Arcot, the capita^ of Chunda Saheb's dominions. 

This suggestion was adopted, and Clive was, at his 
own request, nominated to the command. This expe- 
dition was the turning-point of the Company’s affairs, 

* Tho town is thus described byOi*me; — “The city of Tritcha- 
nopoly lies about ('O miles inland from the coast, and is situated 
T^tbin half a mile of the southern bank of the Caveri, and about a 
mile and a half south-east from Seringham. It is a parallelogram, 
of whi<firtilD c.ast and wost sides extend nc-nr 2,000 yards, and the 
north a^south about 1,200. It has double inclosure of walls, each 
of, which arf% flan koU bju round towers built at equal -distances from 
one anothei^ Tho outjvard wall is 18 feet high and about 5 feet 
thick, w.‘.^out rampart or parapet. The inward is much stronger, 
being 30 feet Iflgh, w^ a rampart of stone decreasing by large steps 
from the ground to thchtop, where it is 1 0 feet broad, and ha% a thin 
parapet of stono about 7 feet high, in which are loop-holes to fire 
through. ''There is-Hn intei^vcwl between th^ two walls of 25 feet, and 
beforo the outward a ditch 30 feet wide and 12 deep, ... In the 
northern part bf the city stands a rock 150 feet high, from which the 
adjacent coihitry is' discovered for many miles-' round.” 
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as Arcot was cabl^ed^ an j lost prestige of the 

English was restored. There are few undertakings in 
military history wrich •show more boldness and skill 
both in the planning and carrying out of the under* 
taking. The inborn military genius that Clive dis- 
played on "this occasion filled everyone with, wonder 


and admiration, and paved the way to future high 
posts, whigh left him at last on ^ the topmost ^ng of 
the ladder of fa^ie, to which his abilities and courage 
had brought him. As the siege an3 capture of Arcot 
are not in any way connected wifh my narrative, I 


pass it over, and return f o the Ncabob^s army at Trichi- 


nopoly. 

The army of Chunda Saheb — assisted^ by the French 
battalion — was besieging Trichinopoly. The principal 


operations of tl^e siege were carried o» by the French, 
who had sent to one of their settlements for a train df 


battering artilleryf and had raised a battery ‘if little to 

the south of the north-east angle of thf town, aiid at a 

• • • • . • • 

distance of 1,200 yards from the city walls. Their 

camp was two and a half miles fror^ the ea^ side of 
the town, and*Chunda Saheb^s troops were encamped 
dose to them, and their unproteipted ^nk was secured 
by a redoubt cojataining two guns. Besides^ the above- 
named battery — inhere the French had^ mounted three 
18-pounders and three mortars — they had like'vise 
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mounted two IS-pouiwers^ on a hi^l/ roek,* situated 
2^000 yards directly east of the town^ and they also 
raised a battery of two guns on the isjTand of Seringham, 
from which they fired across the r//er at the northern 
gate of the city. The two last-named batteries were 
at too g^eat'a distance to do any Jiarm, and now that 
it was too late, the troops began to' be ashamed of 
having^^etreated before an enemy who showed himself 
w little capable of doing them harm. 

*‘To save,” says Orme, ‘^that pari of the wall 
against wbW the « enemy’s principal battery fired, a 
glacis was raised to such a he’ight as left nothing but 
the parapet exposed, and the Grenadiers, commanded 
by Captain Dalton, were posted behind this glacis. An 

f- 

entrenchment was fiung up between the French rock 
and the south-east angle of the town, in which the 
Company o^Caffres were posted to protect from sur- 
prises;;^ liTabob’s cavalry, encamped to the south; 
and to oppose Ae enemy’s battery in the island, two 
giins werQ mounted slose to the southern bank of the 


river, infilade ^hese, the French mounted two guns 

on the same side of, the river, .but were onb night didven 
finom this post Captain Daltoq. . . . The enemy’s 




* This rock was tver afterwards known as Vhc ** French Rock.”- 

Ormo, toL i. p. 200. 
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batteries fired Andeed^ constaijftly and smartly every 
day, and damaged some houses, bift made no impres- 
sion on the defences of the town ; they supplied the 
defenders with a ^eat number of cannon-balls,* all of 
which had the English mark, being the same which 
the ships *had fired .against Pondicherry,* with as little 
effect as they vere now thrown away against Trichi- 
nopoly.”* • 

Mahommed ^i, finding himself in greaf straits fcr , 
treops, money, and provisions, applied for lielp to the 
DalUmay of Mysore (uncle of the •King o^Mysore and 
Begent of the kingdom!), and promised to agree to the 
Begenf 8 terms. The Nabob having ratified the treaty 
with his oath, the Dalloway agreed to assist him. 
Accordingly he sent a party of 70 horsemen from 
Seringapatam— the capital of Mysoje — with 500,000 
rupees. The day after their arrival, the^e was a sldr* 
mish with the enemy, which gave the Myaorea". officers 
a good opinion of the Nabob’s English allies, Imd, as 
Captain Dalton was in comn&nd^f the ^et^hmenf on 
this OQcasion, I shall copy the «cc 9 unt wo^'xbp word 
from Orme • , * * 

“ A platoon witl^ two dr three companies of Seppys 
* • * % 0 

were sent to cut down woo^at a grove situated, about 

* e* 

^ ■ — - 

• ♦ Onne, vol. i. pp. 200, 201. 
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a mile and a half sJ^th-east from ^he^city. The 
enemy having intelligence of this detachments sent a 
large body o£ cavalry to cut off th/ir retreat ; their 
march being discovered from the r/c£ in the city, the 
Grenadiers with some Sepoys and one field-piece were 
sent to support the first party, and the troop of My- 
soreans accompanied them. Captain Dalton meeting 
the wood-carts loaded, ordered them to proceed to the 
town by a distant road, and forming the two parties 
into one column, with the field-pieees in M)nt, marched 
towards the* eneiffy,, instead of proeeeding directly to 
the city. He first met the French dragoons, who halted 
on a small eminence to reconnoitre, and waited there 
till they reeeived the fire of a platoon, on which they 
retreated, to bi^ng up the body of Chunda Saheb’s 
'cavalry, who remained at some distance in the rear. 
Tlifise came up some time after at full speed, flourish- 
ing their swords, and made a halt within point-blank 
shot, toTiraw the fire of the English troops before they 
charged ; but* Cfapthjn Dalton oAlered hili men to 
preserte^ jt' and wdit^with fixed bayonets in close 
order. The field-mece alone was fired, and the first 
shot dismounted three Moont^ and a iew more dis- 
charges put the ^hole 'body to flight. The/ left 22 
horses killedf 'on the plain, and the M^^reans took 
flve prisonei%, together with their hors^, which at their 
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return a few after, theV carried in a kind of 

triumpli to their own country.” * * 

Towards the £'nd qf November, the«army of the 
Eind^ of Mysore <tiegan to arrive at Carour, situated 
50 miles from Trichinopoly. Mahratta force, under 

Morarow^* had also been engaged by the Dallowayy 

• • 

and in December" 600 Mahrattas arrived at Trichi- 
nopoly. A few days after their arrival, they rode out 
into the plain, and finding a small detachefi^camp nes^ 
th^ French fock, rode into it sword in Tiand, and 
carried off everything they found there, notwithstand- 
ing the swarms of Chunda Saheb’s cavalry who hovered 
around them. 

The Mahrattas showed themselves to be brave and 
skilful soldiers, and by their spirited example they 
roused the English and NaboVs troops to take more 
active steps in attacking the enemy, and to forego 
something of their cautious policy which had kept 


* Colonel Cawronce gives tlio follbwinfr doscripJion M this Indian 
“ soldier of fortune ” in his Narrative : — Morarow if a M«hratta, 
who by •supporting tho divisions in the country has^ade diimsolf 
considerable fr(An a small beginning, ho side^ with ^no party but as 
he finds his advaiitago in it, jnd as easily changes sides ; he com- 
mands about 8,000 ver^good horse. ^ 'jyhen 1^ is not employed or 
paid by any Prince, he scours the country for himsefl, and raises 
contributions wbbfe he can get most and with loa8t»^ork. kis real 
master is the Nanah^Qhah Raja, but he obeys h[s orders just as they 
are conducive to his own interest.” 
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them back so long, llinis Khan, th^ co^imander of 
the Mahrattas, formed the design or entrapping the 
French soldiers into an ambuscade. / Having commu- 
nicated his plan to Captain De Ofengins^ he sent a 
detachment of European!^ to assist the Mahrattas^ and 
the plan was well cfirried out that 60 French dra- 
goons were lured from their camp, and/falling into the 
ambuscade prepared for them, 50 were cut to pieces. 
TChe MahraAas were so elated by their success, that 
they tried lo indued the English to give Hattie at once 
to the enem^ ; but tiie English declined to risk it till 
the Mysorean army arrived, oil which the Mahrattas 
told them they were not the same kind of men 
whom they had seen fighting so gallantly at Arcot. 
The Regent of *Mysore having arrived with his army 
^near Carour, and hearing that Chunda Saheb was 
■sending a large body of French troops and sepoys to 
Kistnavaram,,he wrote to Mahommec^Ali, asking him 
to send^strong party of English to his assistance, as 
he was not accusto^^d to fight against l^uropeans. 
daptaihS^pe proceeded to Kistnavaram with 140 
Europeans, 100 s^jjoys, and p field-pieces. He yras 
instructed to dislgdge the enemy at^anylbazard. They 
had entrefiched themselves very strongly, and were 
^eatly superior to the English in numbers ; neverthe- 
less. Captain Cope lesolved to attack them. The forlorn 
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hope, findvig themselves in a perilous position, refused 
to leave the shmer of a bank w£ich hid them from the 
enemy, and Lieutenant Felix, who stood on the top of 
the bank trying '^to encourage them to proceed, was 
shot through the heart, and^spon after. Captain Cope, 
returning with a platoon from the reserve, was mortally 
wounded, on which disasters the whole party retreated 
in disorder. 

At this critical state of affairs, Captaih'^Dalton was 
ordered to proceed to Kistnavaram, to take the com» 
mand. 
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CHAPTBB Vm. 

(17621) 

I 

Dalton arrives at Kistnavkram. — ^Interview with the Regent of Mysom 
— Operationn against the Enemy. — The Mysorean army arrives 
at Trichinopoly. — Olivo’s Successes in the Carnatic. — ^Discontent 
of the Mysoreans and Mahrattas. — Lawrence arrives from 
England, and marches with a Reinforcement to Trichinopoly. — 
French try to intercept him. — Skirmishes with the Enemy. — ^Is 
joined by Dalton with a large Dotachmont. — ^Encounters with 
the Enemy. — Olivo and Dalton gain an Advantage. — Dalton sent 
with a Detachment to attack Ohunda Saheb’s Camp in the Night. 
— Is misled. — Captures Elmiserum. — Takes a Gun from tha 
JEjnemy on the other side of the Oavery. — ^Defeats D’Auteuil at 
Wootatoor a£d captures Poet. — Olive given Command of a large 
Force^-— Dalton joins Olivo and servos undeivCiim as a Volunteer. 
— ^Is wounded at the Reduction of Pitchandah by the Bursting of 
a Gun. — Result of 01i\ e’s Operations agi^inst the Ekjmy. — Fate 
of Ohunda ,Sahob. — Da^n receives Surrender of the French at 
JumV>akisna. — Is left Commandant of Trichinopoly by Lawrence. 

T^HEN Captain' Dalton arrived at Kisthavaram/ he 
. ^ , found the ^ngli^h detachment joined by the 
van of (the Mysorean army, and two dfiys after, the 
. Regent arriyeft with the remainder of his troops. The 
whole force numbered 20,000 men. " The Begent,” 
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says Orme^ quoting from Dalton’s Journal^ imme- 
diately desTred V conference with Captain Dalton, whom 
he received with great politeness, admiring, not with- 
out astonishm^t, the martial appearance an4 regu- 
larity of the English troops; and forming naturally 
the same high opinion of ISIte French, he declared he 
should neither ^expdise his men nor lose time in attack- 
ing them, but proceed at midnight with half the army 
directly to Trichinopoly by another road at some dis- 
tance on tl^p f)lain, leaving the ^rest with Captain^ 
Dalton, whom he requested to divert Jthe enemy’s 
attention by a false attack, until he was out of the 
reach of danger ; and, not content with these precau- 
tions, he desired that some Europeans might accom- 
pany him as a safeguard to his person. These dispo- 
sitions answering the purpose for which the detachment/ 
was sent, Captain Dalton encouraged him in his resQr 
lution, and at midnight began to skirmiiSh against the 
enemy’s posts, ^Khich he kept alarmed ^until ihorning^ 
by whiclv time the rear of^ the Hegenj^’s division was 
out of sight. This service proved to be' mucji more 
necessary than it first appeared to be;,ikir"suCh was 
the* military ignorance*^ of the Mysoreans, that they 
were discovered in the nigbt* passing ovqr the {(lain* 
with ten thousand lights, as* if they had been m&rching 
in the procession of an Indian wedding. ' 
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'^The next day, the rest of their army proceeded, 

desiring Captain Dalton tor remain ^b^fore the village 

until they were out of sight, and promised to halt and 

wait fo** him, but they were no soonef out of danger 

than they hurried away to join the Regent. Some 

hours after, the English detachment decamped, and 

passing b^ Kistnavaram without molestation from the 

garrison, returned to Trichinopoly, where they arrived 

on the 6thi.<of February, and the French soon after 

recalled their detachment.” * 

Such was . the ‘Mysorean army ! An undisciplined 

rabble — a pack of rapacious wolves, eager for prey, but 

afraid to attack their enemy. 

The King of Tanjore now declared for the Nabob, 

and sent 3,000 horse and 2,000 foot to Trichinopoly, 

' under the command of Monack-jee. His example was 

followed by several other native chiefs, vrho also sent 

troops, so that the force of Mahommed Ali became on 

a suddeii superior to that of Chundk Saheb. The 

Mysore Regent ndW pressed the English to fight, being 

anxious to obtain possession of certain places promised 

him by the\I(^bobj^ but Captain De Gingins, knowing 

well the little reliance to be /'placed on their alfies, 


#< Orme, vol. i. pp. 207, 208. 



MEMOIR OF CAFTAIN DALTON. 


m 


refused to risk an engagement till ' the arrival of an 
English reitLfor<|pQient. 

While these events were transpiring, Captain Clive 
had followed dp* his Tbrilliant success at Arcpt, by 
defeating Raja Saheb at Ami^ and two months after, 
defeated both the French ^alSid Raja Saheb at Covre- 
pauk. 

“ The defeat at Covrepauk,** says Orme^ " succeed- 
ing to their former disgraces^ entirely g^l^roko their 
force as wel^^ as their spirits ; their horse, either dis- ' 
banded, dr took service with the govLTUors in the pro- 
vinces who still acknowledged Chunda Saheb ; and the 
French troops and Sepoys were recalled to Pondicherry,, 
where Mr, Dupleix was so incensed against Raja 
Saheb, that he would not suffer him for several days to 
appear in his presence. Thus the English successes 
in the Carnatic recovered to Mahoihedally an extent, 
of country 30 miles in breadth, and 60 length, the 
usual revenues of which, including that "of the^famous 
pagoda at. Tripaty, amounted to^4Q0y60Q pagodas. 

" Three days after their arrival at Fortr St. JDavid, 
the tropps were ready to take the field^^'gain* under 
the Command pf Captaih Clive, wnen, on the 15th of 
March, jyiajor Lawrence anj^d fi%n England, and,* 
two days after, put himself 'at the head of the detach- 
ment. It coiieisted of 400 Europeans.^nd 1,100 
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Sepoys, with eight field-pieces, who, escorting a large 

quantity of military stores, %iarched <^tl(rough the King 
of Tanjore’s country towards Trichinppoly. 

H^re the Mysoreans and Moratto^ were so much 
displeased with the precaution of Captain Gingen, who 
constantly refused to atta^ the enemy^s posts before 
he Vas joined by the expected reihforoement, that the 
Dalloway of Mysore, distressed by the great expenses 
of his urmy.-had more^than once been on thfe point of 
returning io his own country; hovTever, him the 
Nabob appeased '•by making over the revenues of all 
the districts which had beep recovered since his 
arrival ; but Morarow was so exasperated by this in- 
activity, which deprived his troops of opportunities to 
get plunder, and removed the prospect of more impor- 
tant acquisitions, which he expected from this war, 
that he meditate\l defection and began to treat with 
Chunda Saheo.” * 

Wheii Duplbix heard of the detachment being sent 
to Trichinopoly, he immediately sedt orders M. Law 
— ^the, French commander — to intercept Major Law- 
rence^s phr^. The Major arrived on Marched at a 
fort belonging to ble King of 'Tanjore, 20 miles from 
Trichinopqly, whSre they left pa^t of their stores. 


* Vol. i. pp. 213, 214. 
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Hearing that the enemy had posted a large party with 
artillery at the toft of fcoilady,\he Major determined 
to take another ,road^ but his guides, iihrough some 
mistake — or treachery — led him to the very ptacc he 
Avished to avoid, and the troops were fired on by six 
pieces of ^cannon from across jthe Cavwy. This fire 
was answered tvoitl tlie rear of the English division, 
while the main body marched on, incliiiiiigf to the left, 
which soon took them out of the reach o^he ^re, Ijpt^ 
not before 2^ l^luropeans had been killed* The rear 
division then joined the main bq|:ly, and •they arrived 
within 10 miles of Tricjiinopoly that night. Captain 
Do Gingiiis sent 100 Europeans and 50 dragoons to 
join them, and at daybreak Captain Dalton was sent 
with his company of grenadiers, and another company, 
along with 400 sepoys and four field-pieces, to joinf 
the reinforcement when it came in sight. The FrencLr 
and their allies were drawn up in order of battle, be- 
tween the fortified pos^s of Elmiserum and the French* 
llock, while the rcSbt of tha Vere m a line «x. 

tending from the French Rock to Chuckleypolla«n, by 
the river siije ; thus the northern ^proaeti to 'trichi- 
nopoly was completely ci^t off. The Major, hearing of 
this disposition maclc to surroutid hiriV, marohed^to the * 
south of Elmiserum, and before he camcT in sight of 
the enemy he was joined by the allies, wfiich deterred 

9 
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the enemy from attacking him^ and at noon Captain 

Dalton with his detachment* and sonfe of the Nabob’s 

* troops also airived^ whilst Morarow with the Mah- 

rattas •kept the enemy in check. T^e enemy’s fire 

soon put the Mahrattas to fiight^ and they rejoined the 

allied army. -What followed is best given in the exact 
* • • 
words of Orme, who, from the knowledge he derived 

from the actors themselves in these scenes, was able to 
^gjvc a most*i3[iinute and* consecutive account of all that 
happened " ‘ 

Captain*^ Clive having reconnoitred the enemy, 
reported that there was a large choultry,* with some 
stone buildings, not far from the front of the French 
battalion, which they, busied in forming their line, 
had neglected tb take possession of. On this advice, 
“he was ordered to proceed with the first division of 
<»rtillery, supported by the grenadiers, as fast as pos- 
sible to the choultry, whilst the rest of the column 
moved up slowly in regular ordqr. The enemy, instead 
of sending dbrwa^ !l detachment to prevent them, con- 
tented themselves with cannonading as their battalion 
advanced, ^kich l^ad approached within ffOO yards of 
the choultry by the time tlie English detachment 
arrived there, and noir»made a push against their 

S= ^ 

* A building! in India for the shelter of travellers, similar to the 
Turkish oaravanseral 
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artillery, which was so well pointed, that it kept them 
at a distance until the rest* of tlfe battalion and Sepoys 
came up. The Qonfederate troops, unwilling to expose* 
their horses to a cannonade, halted at a distance ; but 
those of Chunda Saheb, commanded by Allum Khan, 
the governor of Madura, keplfc^ close to the rear of the 
French. A cannonade ensued, the hottest without 
doubt, for the time it lasted, that had c\eY been seen 
on the plains of Indostan ; fdr the FreAch fired from 
22 pieces ofcjfnnon, and the English from*nine. Such 
of the English troops as were jiot employed at the 
guns, found shelter bejj^ind the choultry and the build- 
ings near it, whilst the whole of the enemy’s army 
stood exposed on the open plain, suffering in propor- 
tion to this disadvantage. The French battalion in 
half an hour began to waver, and drew off their guns 
to a greater distance, upon which the English advanegd- 
their artillery, and the men of the battalion who sup- 
ported them were or^red to sit down with their arnu^ 
grounded, by which precaution mhify livestwere saved. 
They still continued to retreat, but Chunda Saheb's 
cavaliy kept things sound for sometime, And sukained 
the'eannonade with much more firmness than had ever 
been observed in the troops Indi3^; they were spi- * 
ritedby the^j^ample of thefr commander, Allum Khan, 
whose head wa^ at length taken off by a Vannon ball, * 

9 ♦ 
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as he was encouraging them to advance ; on which 
disaster they gave way and[ retreated likewise. The 
^Captains Clive*and Dalton continuing to advance with 
the first division of artillery, followed the French, who 
flung themselves into a great watercourse near the 
French rock, sphere they were on the point pf being 
enfiladed by a fire that would have tnade' great havoc 
amongst th6m ; when Major Lawrence, satisfied with 
j:hp advanta^ that had been gained, and unwilling to 
expose the men to more fatigue under such a burniiig 
sun, ordered* the pursuit to cease. Seven men of the 
battalion were struck dead by rthe heat, and 14 were 
killed or disabled by the cannonade. The French lost 
about 40 men, and 300 of Chunda SaheVs troops, with 
285 horses and an elephant were found dead on the 
plain. The succqps of this day might have been much 
^eater, had .the Confederate troops behaved with 
commop activity, instead of which they remained at 
h distance idle spectators, nor oould they be prevailed 
on "to make a* single ^charge, even when th6 enemyb 
cavalrj' retreated.” « 

The abovS^ willt^ve the reader a good idea of the 
bravery of the Native allies, and show that the stress 

of thCflndian wdlifare la/ almost entirely on the Euro- 

» • 

peanSj which must account for the seeAiingly small 
operations lliej were engaged in, as ^compared with 
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modem warfare^ but none the less dangerous and 
hazardous^ as everything depended on the Europeans. 
None knew (his better than Major Lawrence^ and 
when he found that the Nabobs troops and the allies 
would not at once proceed to attack the enemy, because 
they judged certain days to unlueky/^ he deter- 
mined to attack 'the enemy with his own force. On 
the 1st of April, Captain Dalton was ordered to march 
with 4 o 6 men at night, and, by taking aMarge circ^jit, 
tp come in ftt the eastern extremity^ of the enemy’s 
camp, which he was to enter, beat up an^ set fire to. 
This plan was frustrataci by the troops having to trust 
to native guides to lead them — not knowing the 
country themselves — and the guides led them into the 
very centre of the enemy’s posts, *two miles from ^ 
Chunda Saheb’s camp. The approach of day rendered 
it impossible lo surprise the enemy, and, as they rau* 
great risk of bf ing surrounded, they returned^ to Tri- 
chinopoly as quickly as they could. The French dia* 
eovering them in their reiteal, perceived* the danger 
they had themselves escaped from, and took.tUb reso- 
lution of retreating^ to the pagod^ onfthe island of 
Seringham. * Chunda Saheb opposed this plan, but M. 
Law wbuld not change his nSind, anJ'^when^he, French* 

# V • 

troops had retreated to theislandj those of Chunda 
Saheb followed. All the French posts wei% abandoned * 
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except Elmiserani. This important place was captured 

• • 0 * 

a day or two after by Captain Dalton^ and^ as it reflects 
'Tiredit on him^*! prefer to give tl)e aceoynt of its cap- 
ture frohi the words of the historian : — 

The next day^ Captain JDalton was sent with the 
company of gfenadiers^some Morattoes and*. Sepoys^ 
to attack Elmiserum. The party had with them two 
pieces of cahnon and a mortar^ the transporting of 
frhich throng bad roads prevented them from arriving 
near the place beford night, when Captain^Dalton with- 
two others advanced 40 reconnoitre. Discovering no 
centinels, and finding the gate «f the wall which sur- 
rounds the foot of the rock open, they concluded that 
the place was abandoned, and entering, began to 
^ascend the steps which led to the pagoda on the sum- 
mit ; but before t^ey got there, the enemy alarmed by 
%e neighing of the horses, ran to their guns and fired 
upon thf detachment, which they discovered, first bj 
the light of their matches and soon after by the blaze 
of sbme huts, *to wlich the Morattoes, as *i8 their 
custon^ had set fire. The smoke of the guns, and the 
darkness of the night, enabled paptain Dalton and^hia 
companions to retrpat unpercesved ; and as soon as he 
rejoined th2 detaShment^ he sent some men tb lodge 
themselves under cover of a bank, before the lower 
gate, where iLey were directed to rem8,in until morn- 
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ing, in order to pjreyent the enemy from making their 
escape. But this* party, desirous of signalizing them- 
selves, imprudently exceeded their orders^ and entering* 
the lower gate, ran up the steps, and endeavoured to 
force the doors of the pagoda above, where they were 

received with a smart fire, which soon obliged them to 
• • • 
retreat with five Ehropeans and ten Sepoys wounded. 

A reinforcement was immediately sent to «take charge 

of the bank, and all remained quiet until morning, 

• • 
when the enfimy seeing that preparations Verc being 

made to bombard them, surrendered. Fifteen Euro- 
peans, thirty Sepoys and two pieces of cannon, one of 
them a fine 18-pounder, were found here ; the smaller 
piece of cannon, with some Sepoys, were left to 
garrison this post : the rest returned *with the other 

■ 

gun to Trichinopoly, which was presented to the Naboh 
as the first whieh had been taken during the cam- * 
paign.* Two^days after, the grenadiers, who had 
always behaved with the spirit peculiar to this class o£ * 
soldiers, gained another advaJita^e.* *Th6 great men of 
the allied army complained th^t they were n^uflh dis- 
turbed in their daily ablutions in tl^ Cai^ri, by a gun * 


* The Nabob presented Gapt. DiTlton with a hor^p Vorth jCIOO f or 
haying captured thij gun. See letter from Dalton to^paptain Baugh 
in Ohap. XIL 
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wliich fired from a choultry lying half-way between 
the pagoda of Seringham* and thd river. Captain 
•^Dalton was sent to attack this post^ whp concealed his 
men behind an old wall on the bank of the river^ 

where they waited till near noon^ when the great heat 

• * 

of the sun induced a. part of the enemy’s, guard to 
• • • * 
return to the camp, and the rest 1;o retire into the 

choultry to •sleep ; the grenadiers then rushed across 

thp river j wtich was fordable, and entered* the post 

with so mubh r^idity that they took fh6 gun, before 

the enemy bad time«.to fire it more than once ; it was 

brought away without any opposition, for some field 

pieces had been sent to the river side to cover their 

retreat.** * 

The master nfind of Clive hit upon an expedient for 

gaining some decisive advantages over the enemy, 

which would help to bring the war to a* conclusion — a 

war already very distasteful to the East J[ndia Company. 

•The following extracts from Malcolm^s Life of Clive 

show what* CKve^s *pljfn was, and Vhat was^ done : — 

Majl)r .Lawrence per^ctly appreciating the character 

of Clive, cos&sulted him on all occasions. By his 

advice he divided his small ferce. . . . While half of 

his trpop# remdifned al *Trichinopoly, the other half 
• * . 


VoLi. pp. 218,219. 
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was placed in a position between Seringham and Pon- 
dicherry, in ordelr to intercepf that intercourse on 
which the Fre^cb depended for their su^ort • . . but* 
Clive was the junior captain of his force, and* it was 
not easy to appoint him to such an important com- 
mand ovejr the heads of so many officers^ some of whom 
had acquired a jiibt reputation. The difficulty Major 
Lawrence apprehended on this head was, however, soon 
put an end to, by the open declaration bf the ’^allies, 
that they wotil^ not detach the portiop of their troops 
necessary to form this corps, und^r any other but him 
who had defended Arcoi/’ 

Clive marched from Trichinopoly on April 6. “He 
passed,*’ says Malcolm, “ the Coleroon before daylight, 
and occupied a pagoda called Samiavefam, seven miles 
north of that river, and on the lygli road betwixt 
Seringham and Utatore, a post of the French on their • 
lin*i of comm^inication with Pondicherry. His first 
care was to strengthen this position, and to plant* 

cannon so as to command the loacl ^botli to the north 

« 

and south. Dupleix on leaiyiing the situptlbn of 
afiws at Tritchinopoly,^had detache^ a jxirty of seven ' 
hundred meit under Monsieur D^Auteuil, who had 
orders to proceed to Seringham and ttfke th6 cotnmand * 
from M. Law, with whose conduct the French governor 
was much di&atisfied.’^ As Clive’s djierations at * 
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Samiaveram do not concern my narrative, I pass on to* 
the 9th of May, wheA Major Lawitsnce sent Captain 
« Dalton with 150 Europeans, 400 Spp^s, 500 Mah- 
rattas,,and four field-pieces, to watch the movements 
of M, D^Auteuil who still remained at Wootatoor. 
Captain Dalton, having arrived near Wootatoor, found 
that the French had taken possession of a village two 
miles from^that place, on which he sent a party of 
Europeans afid Sepoys *to dislodge them, wCich they 
efiectually did. then formed a stratagem to deceive 
the French eommander, and make him believe that the 
whole of Clive’s force had cope to assail him. He 
divided his force into two bodies, who marehed to 
attaek each fiank of the enemy^s line. The strata- 
gem,’' says Mlalcolm, succeeded. D’Auteuil not 
only drew his troops within the walls of the village, 

• but evacuated it next morning and retfeated to Vol- 
condah, leaving to Captain Dalton's corps the ampu- 
-pition and supplies he had brought for the troops at 
Seringhamwi M. 1j8.w,^w1io observed from the top of 
this pagoda at Sering^am the movement of Captain 

Dalton’s detachment, mistook it for that of Clive, and 

• • • 

marched upon Samiaveram; but when he found the 
’ whole |;>ody of tlxS^ngUsh stationed*there dravfn up to 
receive him,*he fell back on his position. ‘The detach- 
ment from Brichinopoly had received orders to return. 
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but a sudden swelling of the Coleroon rendered that 
impracticable. CliVe determined *to take advantage of 
the state of the«river to take the Frcncljupost of Pit- 
chandah^ on its northern bank^ which M. Law icould 
not now succour. Captain Dalton^ being informed of 
his resolution^ and not wishing, to interfere with his 
command^ immediately placed his corps under Clive’s 
orders, and requested to be employed as a volunteer I 
Althou^ Captain Dalton was senior %. rank to 
CJive, he was ([uite willing to serve* unijer ^ man who 
was. recognised by all who knew him as hawing extra- 
ordinary talent, and who was as successful as he was 
daring. Added to this, a friendship existed between 
the two officers. Sir John Malcolm, who was as 
good a soldier as he was a learned historian, makes 
special mention of this occurrence a^ reflecting greats 
honour on Clive’s character. A higher testimony,’' 
he says, ^'to acknowledged superiority of character 
cannot be adduced than this temporary resignation. 

of the cl£ms of senior rank fly a *galhint and able 

■ 

officer, and that at the very pioment when * hc^ was 

flushed with «the success of the service on which he 

• • • 

had been detached/'* • 

Sir Jdhn Malcolm, whos^l&ve passes the Icwe of 

• • • 

■ 

* Malcolm’s Li/e of Clive, toI. i. p. 119. * 
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biographers/’ * as Lord Macaulay wittily said of him, 

is very chary of praisb to anyone in his book, excepting 

Clive, whom, he lauds to the skies, so that his high 

opinign of Captain Dalton^ as an officer^ is worth a 

^ood deal. 

*^The canjp of Chunda Saheb near Seringham,” 
continues Malcolm, ‘‘ was on the ^south bank of the 
•Coleroon, opposite to Pitehandah. Clive in order to 
annoy the snemy and' to cover his operations against 
that place-, converted into a six-gun battery a high 
mound on the nortli bank of the river, which had been 
raised to prevent its encroachment on the low land. 
This mound completely commanded the enemy’s camp, 
and was at the same time protected from the guns at 
Pitehandah. The disorder created by the opening of 
nthis battery was great; men, women, children, ele- 
phants, camels, horses and bullocks weie instantly seen 
in disordered flight from this unexpected danger, 
^hastening to the banks of the driver, which they were 
hgwever foretd to quit by the gUns of Trivhinopoly, 
and rt last found shelter by forming an encampment 
•out of reach of the English cannon, nnd at some 
distance from the pagoda of .Seringhami 

T^is operataOh upon the most' defenceless part of 


* Macaulay's ,Lt/e 0/ C/tVe, p^d. 
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the enemy^s force, probably produced more effect upon 
the minds of the allies of the Ffench than any of the 
more substantid successes of the war . • the incon- , 

trovertiblc proof whicfi an attack like that o£ Clive 
gave of their prince and his allies not being able to 
protect them, spread alarm through all ranks; and 
that alarm was soon rendered irremediable by* the 
fall of Pitchandah.” • 

# 

In the* operations against Fltchandah,V)iie or the 
English gun» *burst 9 killed three Europeans and 
Abounded Captain Dalton,* who was on eriUehes for a 
month after. . 

It would occupy too much space to give a detailed 
account of Clive’s successful operations, but the fol- 
lowing extracts will give the reader all the information 
that is necessary : — ^ 

^^The successful result of these operations was,’^ 
says Malcolm, “the capture and death of Chunda 
Saheb and the surrender of the French troops. . . 
Chunda ^aheb’s fale was unhappy.' When M. Law, 
reduced to distress in the pagoda of Seringham, told 
him he coul4 no longer afford him protection, Chunda 
Saheo^listened to a deeVitM offer of Monackjee, the 
general iof the Tfhjore forces; wh<j, 'instead of that'* 


Orme, tSL i. p. 280 : Dalton’s Journal, lotVs-C. 
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kindness with which he had sworn to treat him^ placed 

him in confinement, 'and hastened to inform those with 

whom he was co-operating (the English, the Nabob 

Mahemcdally, the Mysoreans, and the Mahrattas) of 

the noble prize he had decoyed into his toils; but 

Monackjee, instead of that applause and profit he 
*1 • 

anticipated from his treachery, soon found that, while 
all resolved he should not retain his prisoner, each party 
was desircTas of having him under their own charge. 
On seeing that they were on the point* of quarrelling 
with his piince, and amongst each other, for the pos- 
session of Chunda Saheb’s person, he determined, with 
a cruelty equal to his perfidy, to put that chief to 
death. The purpose was no sooner formed than exe- 
cuted ; and the head of Chunda Saheb was sent to his 
rival and enemy Mahomedally.” 

Before tejiling of the generous way in which 
Mahommed Ali treated the head of his enemy, I.must 
retrace my steps a little, and mention the surrender 
of M. Law'^at JumbaMsna, on '‘June 3, Bs Captain 
Dalton had the honour of commanding the advanced 
guards thai. dav, and of receiving M. Law^s sur- 
render. 

"It wLs agfeed,'* feys Orme, *'that the pagod^'of 
Jumbakisna should be deliyered up, with all the guns, 
stores, and ammunition. . • . The tr6ops with Captain 
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Clive were then ordered to rr join the Major's division, 
and the ndxt morning before break of day, Captain 
Dalton marched jiith 260 chosen men^^ who halted,,, 
beating their drums, at an abandoned outpost,* within 
pistol-shot of the walls of Jumbakisna, whilst the 
Major remained not far off with the rest.of the troops 
drawn up ready to prevent the effect of any tfeacBery ; 
but none was intended, for Mr. Law soo^ came out 

with somb of his officers, and V^onductcdMhe detach- 

» * 

m^nt into the* pagoda, where they formed* with their 
backs to the gate, opposite to the French# troops, who 
immediately flung dowiji their arms in a heap, and 
surrendered prisoners.* . . . Thus was this formidable 
army, whose numbers two months before were nearly 
equal to the Confederates, reduced without a battle, 
more effectually than it probably could have been by 
what is generally esteemed a total defeat in the 
field.^’^ 

Now to return to Chunda Saheb^s head, which was 
sent to Mahommed-’ Ali directly^ aftei. the above occur- 
rence. 

‘‘The he^d/* says Orme, “was imniediately sent 
into Axichinopoly to the Nabob, who now for the first 

* Captain Palton took, posse&i^ion of Seringam ajid the French 
marched out, being about 600 Europeans and SOd Sepoys.”— Law- 
rence’s Narrative, p.' 29. 
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time saw the face of his rival. After he had gratified 
his courtiers with a sight of it, they tied it ^o the neck 

a camel, apd in this manner it was^ carried five times 
round, the walls of the city, attended by a hundred 
thousand spectators, insulting it with all the obscene 
and indeceni; invectives peculiar to the manners of 
Indostan. It was afterwards carelfKlly packed up in a 
box, and df^livered to an escort, who gave out that they 
were to cari'y it to be viewed by the Great *!iVfogul at 
Delhi ; a practice generally observed heighten the 
reputation of the successful cause; but there is no 
reason to believe that it was ever carried out of the 
Carnatic.” 

However repulsive this conduct may seem, it must 
be remembered that the actors in it were ignorant 
^heathens, and the conduct of Mahommed Ali.was 
much more excusable than that of His 'Most Christian 
Majesty Charles the Second, who ordered the ’ijody of 
his enemy Cromwell to be disinterred and hung in 
chains, besides hoaxing e^ery possible indignity on the 
corpses of others of his enemies. 


^Before Majtt Lawfeace left Trichinopoiy^ flense- 
lected Captain Dalton as fhe officer to hb left in com- 
mand of that most important fortress.p This was about 
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the middle of June^ as I find by the following notice 
in the Eastf India Records fbr 17^2 : — 

Fort St. Geofge, June 29th, 1752.-^etters fronw 
Major Lawrence read. * He mentions first his .having 
left Captain Dalton in the command at Trichinopoly.'* 


JO 
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CHAPTEE rX. 

Dalt.on’fl Position as Commandant. — The Nabob’s Secret Promises. — 
State of AfJ'airs in consequence. — Departure oi the Nabob’s and 
Lawrence's Forces. — Plots against the Commandant. — His Life 
in Danger.— Treachery and Bribery. — Counter-plot. — The Marplot 
of Trichinopoly. — Precautions against Surprise. — ^Dalton’s Letters 
to the Governor and Council at Fon St. George. 

have now arrived at the most important period 
^ * of Captain Dalton’s military career. He was 
leJl; in command o^,the principal fortress in the Nabob’s 
' dominions, on {he possession of which fortress depended 
the fntufe of the Nabob, and the welfare of t'ne Bast 
India Company. As Commandant of Trichinopoly, 
Captain Daltou was to all intents and purposes the 
Governor of the city ; ljut the nominal Governor was 
Kiroodin Khan, the Nabob’s brother-in-law, a man of 
a timorous disposition and ve^y weak irlnd, who left 
' all the responsibility oh Captain Dalton's sBeulders.- 
It required ):hc ^eatest tact on the part of the English 
Coxnmhndaiit to keep the native elemeh:t quiet, main- 
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tain discipline^ and take all nectary precautions for 
the safety of the city^ filled as it was with a numerous 
rabble in the pajTof ijie Nabob. TherS were many' 
French prisoners confined there also, and outsfde the 
walls treachery and deceit reigned triumphant. 

The death of Chunda Saheb and the Hefe^t oi^ the 
French, had not, as might have been expected, finished 
the war. ^The Regent of Mysore declarecl that the 
Nabob had solejnnly sworn to deliver up Trichin opoiyi 
to him, in consideration of his alliance, *and, how that 
Chunda Saheb was dead, and the*Prench defeated, he 
claimed the fulfilment ot the Nabob’s promise. This 
promise had been carefully kept from the English, 
who were thunderstruck when they hejard it. They 
found themselves in the most awkward predicament, 
as, on the one hand, the honour of their ally was at 
stake, ^nd, on the other hand, they sawv their own 
interests in great jeopardy. ^^The English,^ says 
Wilks,* in discov^n^ for the fij^st time the state * 
of the discussion between Nunjerajf and ^ahommed 
Ali regarding the possession of *Trichinopoly, had the 
mortif^ation*to learn ^ that the sple^rdour of their 
militaiy aebievS^e^ts was associate(^ j^ith the cause 
of fraud and dishonour. T^p treaty, attestc^S wi^h all 

* Colonel Mark Wilks* History of Southern 178. 

t The Regent of Mysore, af^o called the Dalloway. 

10 •* 
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the accustomed formalities^ precluded a recourse to 
the usual arts of prevarication^ and* Mahommed Ali» 
when pressed by Major Lawrence, plainly avowed that 
he executed that solemn instrument^ and confirmed it 
with the sanctity of a religious oath, without any inten- 
tion of observing its engagements. 

The spirit of the negociations Which ensued may 
be. described in a few words. Mahommed Ali endea- 
yoyred to deceive Nunjeraj with new promises, and 
this personagef wh6^ in addition to his^other follios^, 
had lent to his dear «elly a sum now amounting to ten 
lacs of Pagodas, was completely undeceived, and sought 
with his inferior powers of simulation to retort the 
deception of a master in the art. Morari Bow, as an 
impartial umpire, meditated to seize the object of dis- 
dtnsion for himself.” 

" Morari-rqw/^ says Orme, quoting from Dalton’a 
Journal, '^conducted himself with so puch s'eeyiing 
impartiality, that he was chosen with equal confidence 
on*both sid^s to be the' nfediator between th&m : and 
the tbp being fixed £or the conference, he came one 
evening into the ^ity in great state accompuiied lyr two 



mander of 1;fae English garrison, was present.” This 
wily diplomatist pointed ont to the Ndbob the obliga> 
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tions. he was under to the Regent who had so mate- 
rial]7 assisted hint (the Na&>b) fo defeat his enemies ; 
he then demanded in form the delivery of the city and 
territory of ^richinopoly, according to the Nabob’s 
own agreement. *' The Nabob,” says Colonel Wilks, 
" engaged now to pede thb fqytress and dependencies 
of Trichinopoly af the expiration of two months, 'when 
he should have acquired another place of «afe deposit 
for his family."* "The Morattoe,'’ continues Orme, 
“highly comfaended this resolutiem; and* after some 
other vague discourse he signified an inclination to speak 
to him in private^ and d^ired the commissaries to with- 
draw. As soon as they and most of the audience^ 
excepting Captain Dalton^ were retired^ changing his 
countenance from the solemnity of a hegotiator to the 
smile of a courtier, he told the Nabgb that he believed 
him endued With too much sense to mind what he said 
before tliosejljjyro stupid fellows, meaning the Commis- 
saries ; ' You must likewise,’ said he, ‘ think that Jl ' 
have much ducernmetft *to bSliei^ you have«ny 
intention of fulfilling the promise you have now* made. 
How^could you answer to the Great^ogul the giving* 
op of so codb^erable a* part of his dominion to such 
insignificant peoj^e; it would be the*iiigheat absurdity 
to think of ft. These you*may be assured* are my real 

r«~ 


* Vol.i. 
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sentimenti irhateTer my private interest may induce 
me to say to the conthuy In. public.} The* Nabob was 
jiot a little dpligbted to find him ^ ^his disposition, 
for it yas bis resentment more* than tbb Regent’s that 
he dreaded, and immediately made him a present of a 
draught on h)s treasury fos 50,000 rupees, promising 
much more if he could reconcile matters, and divert 
the Begen^ from insisting on the letter of the treaty. 
This the other assured him he would dd^ though 

f t 

nothing was farther from his intentfotis. • . • 
views were^ first hj ingratiating himself with the 
Nabobs to persuade him to admit a large body of 
Morattoes into the. city^ as the best means of deceiving 
the Regent into a belief that he really intended to give 
it up according to his promise, and these military 
aspires would have been instructed to seize on any 
opportunity that might offer of seducing or over- 
powering the rest of the garrison, and if this ifnquitous 
^scheme succeeded, he intended to keep possession of 
the city, which b6 'had formerly ^verned, fot^himself. 

. . .«. The apprehensions of an immediate rupture 
obliged the i'^gUsh troops who had proceeded , on the 
16th of June as far as Utatoor’to retiuBi on th^lSth 
to l!riclunopolyi*fSr tha Mysorean EadoveiTlfireatened 
to attack Nabob if hi offered to mafch out of the 
city in order to join his European allies, as he had 
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promised., Their appearance, more than their remon- 
strances produced an accommodation for the present. 
The Nabob made over to the Regent the revenues o£ 
the island of Senngham, and of several other districts, 
empowering him to collect them himself; promised 
agaiu to. deliver ly) Tric^inopoly at the end of two 
months, and in the meantime agreed to receive 700 
men, provided they were not Morattoes, into the qty. 

V # ft 

On these conditions the Mysorean agrded to assist 
hxn with all* his force to reduce**theAr(fot province. 
Neither side gave any credit to the other, but both 
expected advantages by gaining time .... and the 
Regent wished for nothing so much as the departure 
of the Nabob and the English battalion, that he might 
carry on his scheme to surprise Tricliinopoly, which 
he knew their presence would render ineffectual. 4he 

excuses he ifiade when pressed to ma];ch^ sufiSciently * 

* % 

pplaiued btf intentions, and to frustrate th^m 200 
Europeans with 1.500 sepoys were placed in garrison * 
in th?° city, under the coAmanif *of Captain Dalton, 
who was instructed to take ^ery precaution against 
a suigprise. * 

*' T^ bat^ion, now ^reduced to 500 men,^ together 
with 2,'bOO sej^ys, began tUbilr marcB on4he 88th of* 
June, acconSpanied by the V^abob at thediSul of 2,000 
horse.” 
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In the meantime, Dnpleix had been appointed Nabob 
of the Carnatic by Salabat-jing, which title Dnpleix 
conferred on Rajah Saheb, the son of Chunda Saheb ; 
but he turning out incapable^ the title was given 
to Mortizally, who paid Dupleix £50,000. It is 
not necessary for td state ^here the. successes 
obtained Iby the gallant Lawrence dnd his able coad- 
jutor Clive/ over the French, after their leaving Tri- 
chinopoly ; 4 need only say that the victory over the 
French at Bahoor,*^ checked the resolution the Myso- 
reans had taken of declaring openly for the French. 

The critical position of the garrison of Trichinopoly, 
after the departure of the English troops, is very plainly 
set forth in the narrative of the gallant Lawrence - 
Nanderauzd, the Maisore general, still remained 
before Trichinopoly, with Morarow, outwardly our 
friend, but ready to seize the first opportunity to get pos- 
session of the town ; they therefore kept Qaptain Dalton 
continually on the watch, the more so as it was neces- 
sary to seem is it we *ditl not suspect them^r know 
anything of their treaty, with the French. Mr. Dupleix 
did not lose r6 fi|ir an opportunity of endeavouring to 
bring the Maisoreans to his« interest. ^'He therefore 
promised Nanddrauze ifoir only Tricliinopoiy, but gave 

c 

A village between Fort St. David and Pondicherry. 
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him hopes that the Kingdom of Tanjore might also be 
added to itV* * 

Amongst the volumes of East India Records now at 
the India Office^ there is one labelled, Extra*Occur- 
rences^ 1751-1753.*’ This contains copies of the most 
important letters, jrritten^and* received •by the Fresi- 
dent and Council of the English Company. It contains 
numerous letters from Captain Dalton during the year 
and a half of his command at Trichinopdly ; and ^his 
letters were ^considered so impor!ant,»that the Presi- 
dentf gave orders that any letters fibm Captain 
Dalton should be opened at once, even if he (the 
President) were absent when they came. I give 
copies of some of the most important letters, which 
have all been woven into history. 

June 29th, 1752. Port St. George. 

Letter frdm Captain Dalton at Tricjiinopoly men- ' 

• % 

tioning the a^eps he had taken for the securitj^of the 
place, and that the Mysore and Marat ta armies re« * 
maine7hncamped under the* walls, fhatVll* his endea- 
vours to persuade them to •join our forqeif have 
been inefEedtual, nothing less than th^ir^hoie demand* 
will satiny tfitm. They have, however, promised, if the 

£ 2 ^ c « 

• Lawrence’s* Narrative (in Cambridge’s Histone/ %f the War in 
India, 1760-60), p. 87. 

Mr. Saunders, Governor of Fort’ St. David. 
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Nabob will sign with his great Chop^ to give . them 
what before promised/ t&ey will ' immediately send 
«4,000 Horse* to join our army; this the necessity of 

* c 

the Nabob’s affairs have obliged him to comply with, 
but at the same time he declared to his friends that he 
had neither design or right to givp away this Fort and 
Country, which belonged to the Mbgul, and is under 
the protection of the English. By this agreement the 
King of Mysore is to ^e at liberty, when he goes away, 
to send 700 Peoits into the Fort, whibh he (Captain 
Dalton) has consented to, but absolutely refused 
signing to any other part of tfee Contract.” 

" Another letter from Captain Dalton informing the 
Board of a conspiracy to arm the French prisoners. 
As soon as he could discover the names of Jemidars 
oancerned, would disarm Sepoys, seize the Ringleaders, 
turn Mysore^ Peons out of Fort, and 'secure Gopaul 
Rauz^t the King’s brother, who commajgtded them, till 
^further orders.” • 

fThe Goverhor *and bcftincil at Fort St, Go'orge, in 
their** answer to Captain Dalton’s last letter, advised 

* Seal on which is engrayed the na^e ef the and vtie^ear of 

the Hegira. , ^ ^ 

t Bitoneonelj sill>posed tS Be brother to the ^Regent iSf Mysore. 
The nationi# of India employ the term < brother* of attachment ’ 
when in the west we should say * particular friend,’ and this term 
probably led fo* the mistake.” — ^Wilks, yol. i. • 
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him make friends with Maratta Jemidar, but to 
be eztremhiy cautious he* wal not deceived under 
specious pretepce?* Must not admit anj of the troopy 
(Mysoreans) ihto fort except those already received by 
agreement/^ Before this letter reached Trichmopply 
the various plots against tl^ safety of th^ fortress^ and 
the life of the cemmandant^ had come to a'heSd and 
burst. • 

The following extracts froth Orme uNll show the 
extreme difBtfulty of Captain Dalton^g position, and 
the network of treachery which surrounded both him 
and the city. His life at this time was not worth a 
day’s pay, as he was the principal object of all the 
treasonable plots that the crafty minds of his enemies 
could think of. It required the hundred eyes of Argus 
to detect the treachery that lurked ground, and it^as 
entirely owing to Captain Dalton’s precautions, pre- 
sence ot^mind, and quick perception, that Trichinopoly 
—the safety of which, was much more*to him than his . 
life — *WVis preserved*for the Nabob.* • 

‘^The English battalion,” says Orme, '‘no sooner 
quitted Triobinopoty, than the regent sgWihoat accom- 
plislunl^is Scheme of surprizing the city, and, by dis- 
bnrsingAai^e sums of money, endeifrdured to gatn'SOO- . 
of the Nabdb’s best Peons,*ar;ned with firelocks. The 
Jemidars, or saptains of these troops, *i%ceived bis 
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bribes, and promised to join tbe 700 Mysoreans in the 

f 6 * I ^ 

garrison whenever they should rise. Captain Dalton 
{receiving sonofC hints of the conspiracyg kept ward in 
the cil^ with as much vigilance as if lie had been in 
an enemy’s country^ and caused the artillery on the 
ramparts to he pointed evhry evening inwards on the 
quarters of the Mysoreans^ and ^ of the suspected 
P^ons. « 

These precautions naturally alarmed those who had 
been treatihg with^he regent^ but still hone of them 
made any discovery^ whereupon at a general review of 
arms ordered for this purpoiie^ he directed their flints 
to be taken out of their firelocks^ under pretence of 
supplying them with some of a better sort. This con- 
vincing them that their practices were discovered, the. 
Jemidars came and confessed all that had passed, im- 
ploring forgiveness ; each brought th^ sum he had 
receivpd^ and that of the principal m^. was 1@,000 
^pees. They protested they chad no view in taking 
the money,’' bht to teep* their troops from starvtiig, who 
had scarcely received a„ny pay from the Nabob for nine 
months, and^;«£^ proof that they had no ^intention of 
assisting the Mysorean in his designsj^^fUey "said that 
not ohe of>theiti had removed his wifef^ an'd f^ily out 
of the city. Captain Dalton made them few reproaches^ 
but ordered! them to march with their troops the next 
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morning to join the NaboVs army at Trivadi. The 

Begent finding thfs scheme ^strated, hired ttro fellows 

to shoot Captsfin Dalton as he walked on*the ramparts^ 

who, luckily receiving intelligence of their design a 

few hours before they intended to put it in execution, 

sent a deijpchment which fook.them prisoners in the 

house where they had concealed themselves wifC their 

arms. One was sullen and said little, bat the other 

confessed the whole and declared that thr^ more were 
• * • 
enffaged iti tlfc plot^ who had undeitakan tt> watch the 

gate of the palace and shoot Kiroodin ^Khan^*' the 

Nabob’s brother-in Jaw, jrhen he should come out on 

the tumult which the death of the English Commander 

would naturally occasion ; but these, on seeing the 

soldiers march to the house, had ma*de their escape. 


The Regent when reproached for thisv treachery denied 
that he had afty knowledge of it. He employed how- ' 
eyer»Morari,^ow to sollicit the pardon of the assassins, 

• 9 "* 

and the friendship of the Morattoe being at this timQ * 


thou^ very valuable, K&oodin-Khah granted *his 
request, but did not reprieve t^ie men before th^S^ had 


gone through the ceremony of bein|r^ iSestened to the'' 
muzzlefiTof fVo field-jSieGss in sight of the whole garri- 

M 9 \ • ^09 - * 

^ i-« -J ff- 


• This name^like most of the Indian names, is spelts differently by 
eTery historian. The reader will perceive that the names were gene- 
rally written according to the pronnnoiation alone. ^ * 
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son drawn up under arms. Five days after, two other 

c e * » 

Mysoreans came to another Jemidar who commanded 
160 sepoys at one of the gates of Hhe city^ and 
attempted to seduce him ; but this officer^ an old and 
faithful servant of the Company, secured the fellows 
and carried them to Captiin Dalfon. The articles 
signed ^l)y the regent were found ^ on them, which 
leaving no loom for equivocation, they confessed the 
act, and w&e the next morning blown from the 
muzzles of* two fidd-pieces: This execution struck 
OTch a terroi^ that the regent could not get any more 
of his own people to undertake, such commissions, and 
having remained quiet for some days, he at length 
pitched upon one Clement Poverio,* a Neapolitan, who 
commanded a cWpany of Topasses in the Nabob’s 
service, and had often the guard over the French pri- 
soners in the ,city. This man trading 'a good deal, 
went frequently into the camp of the Mysoreans, which 
gave the regent an opportunity ef making application 
to lum in j^eiion.^ He assured Poverio that hb had, 
besid^ t}ie Mysoreans in garrison, a strong party in 
^the city, and<^bSS?red great rewards if he '‘would join 


e ,4 • ’ f* rf ‘ >0 

* This officer aubseqnently lost ^ log in an action near Trichino- 
poly, and by MajC): Lawence’s strong recommendation, -was granted 
a pension of fift^on pagodas per month by the East^lndia Company. — 
East India Records, 
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them on the first commotion. The Neapolitan gave 
him cause tS believe he was* to Be wrought upon^ but 
said he must fiigst iv>und the disposition of his officers^, 
and on his return he made a faithful report to Qaptain 
Dalton of what had passed. He was ordered to return 
to the camp the next momiiSg with instructions how to 
proceed^ and condilbted himself so dexterously, ^at a 
few conferences intirely gained him the confidence of 
the regent! Having settled the'plan of ojlerations, he 
biopght to Cs^tain Dalton the agreement > signed by* 
the regent and himself, sealed w4h the great seal of 
Mysore; it was specified that Captain Poverio should 
receive 20,000 rupees for himself, and 3,000 more to 
buy firelocks, in order to arm the French prisoners, 
who were to be let out the first time his' company took 
the guard over them ; he was at the same time io 
seize on the westeni gate of the city, near which the 
Mysofeaift were encamped, and to hoist a red flag, on 
w^ich signal the whole , army were to move and enter ^ 
the to\v^.^* * 

Captain Dalton’s plan to catch thd Mysoreans itiTftie"' 
trap which they had laid for him, woul^ndoubtedly 
have bedSn^tf^cessful, hn^ saved the garrison a good 
deal of 4iftd^ trouble and blGodsB^d,^ had, not the 


* Orme, voL ii^pp. 257-69 ; Dalton’s Journal, foK 97-102. 
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Governor — Kiroodin Ehan — with his usual timidity^ 
and weakness of mind; stof^ped the enterprise. 

Lawrence’s^ account of the “ Marplot ’’ of Trichino- 
poly is ^worthy of notice : — * 

,.^'The Governor of Trichinopoly acquainted Nan- 

derauze of Djilton’s designi . . . When he had done 

* • 

this IfD a6quainted Captain Dalton with it, not a little 
pleased wit^ himself, and thinking he had acted with 
uncommon Atliscretion ‘in the affair to prevent the 
'Mysoreansl design Jby such a prudent sttp. • . . Nan- 
derauze wisfly desisted from the attempt^ but offered 
large sums for Poverio, dead or alive. It was on the 
discovery of this that I proposed Dalton should seize 
on the Maisorean and Morarow, which he might easily 
have done by a surprize, as he often had conferences 
with them ; and 1 must own I thought in justice it 
would have been right to have done it^^but the Presi-^ 
dency were of another opinion.^'* 

N.OW to return to Captain Dalton. 

Port Sjt. Georgb, July 27th, 1}^52. * * 

'^^tter‘from Captain Dalton telling he had not 
. been ' able tg^et the Mysore plot comev. to a head, 
through the fears of the Nabob. t . . • TLe^KIng lays 
the^^plot'oq one bf^his J^midars, thbugh bis own Chop 


• « 


* Lawrence's Narrative^ pp. 38, 39. 
t Meaning Kiroodin Khan. ^ 



JOrlfcrOIB OF CAPTAIN DALTON. 161 

• 

proves the contrary. . • . The King wished to bribe 
him (Captafn Daltbn) by thft of his Debash to 

deliver up the^ fo^ for 2 lacs of rupees and offered 
Debash 12,000*rupees ff he could accomplish it/* (A 
lakh of rupees equals £12^600.) ^ 

The following extract frpm Orme shows what pre- 
parations had beetk made by the Commandant toentrap 
the Mysoreans, and how the Governor acted the part 
of Marplot : — 

“ On the day fixed for the execqtion^ of, this enter- 
prize, all the cannon that could be brougljf to bear on 
the Mysore camp were well manned, and above 700 
musketeers, Europeans and Sepoys, were concealed in 
the traverses and works near tli»j western gateway with 
a great number of hand gvciuides; •the rest of the 
garrison was under arms, and the Mysoreans would 
certainly havc^ suffered severely, but the fears of the 
Nabob’s brother-in-law put a stop to the enterprize. 
»3 w^as apprehensive that the attempt *might succeed, 
and ttt^,'*void the risque, sent & me«senger^to upbraid 
the regent and to acquaini him that the garriso^rl^" 
prepared to yeceive him.” 

The* eautual distrd^t,’^ continues Orme, in- 
creased jdaily, |tltlfough the ^QptwA(> .app^arhiu^* of 
friendship subsisted, for the regent sent tevery day 
one of his priij^cipal officers to enquire after Captain . 

% 11 
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Dalton^s healthy in order to have an opportunity 
of discovering what he ifas doingc Whfo the two 
gionths stipujiated for the delivery of ,the city were 
expiredr he sent four of his principal officers in 
form to demand the surrender of it^ but Kiroodin 
Khan, a man ^haughty and insolent when no danger 
was nCar^' flew out into a passion, and reproaching the 
commissari/^s with the treacherous and clandestine 

practices ofctheir prindh, produced the agreement with 

< • 

Captain Poverio, r<4gned and sealed, ^'wnd then told 
them plainly that fhey had no city to expect, but 
should be paid the money which the regent had dis- 
bursed, as soon as the Nabob’s flnances were in a 
better condition. 

“ The regent' pretended to be much ofiended with 
thh« answer ; however, after some consideration, he sent 
his minister to lay the accounts before the Nabob, 
declaring that he was willing to relinquish hii cLim to 
Trichinopoly, provided the money was immediately 
paid. This, appcftirarfce of mcMeration wr-' only 
in^eieJed to lessen the Nabob’s character with the pub* 
lick,*and to jL'^stify the measures he was determined to 
take himself, for he was too J well acquaf«tod«with his 
circumstances <t& ftnagi^i\e him abld to pay so large a 
sum, whic&, by the accourhs he produced, amounted to 
8,600,000' rupees. 



MEMOIR OF OAPTAIN DALTON. 


163 


There now remained little hopes of reconciling the 
difference, nrhich Mr. Dupleix had from the beginning 
diligently inflnfinced ; knowing that it was the interest 
of the Morratoes to protract a war, he addressed him- 
self particularly to Morari-row, who continually 
received presents and letters fi^om him, •as also from 
his wife. In thos6 letters the English were repi*8&ented 
as a plodding mercantile people, unacquainted with the 
art oE war, and not fit to appear in the field, opposed 
to ^ nation of ^o martial a genius jes tha French, and 
the success at Seringham was totally asenbed to the 
valour and activity of thg Morrattoe cavalry/’* 

A good idea of the general state of affairs at Trichi- 
nopoly at this time will be gained from Captain 
Dalton’s letters to the Governor and Council at Fort 
St. George, the most important of which I have copied 

from the East -India Records. 

• • 

Port St.«George, July, 1762. 

Ar4etter from Cjptflin Dalton telling of Morarow’s* 
double dealings, making up to both the ^abob^i'^'^ 
Rajah, and getting large sumsr from both. He has ^ 

also offered liis services .to the French fbr 3 lacks of 

• • • ^ 

rupees. ... He w^nts to protract tj^e.war.” . 

m * m A • mm. 


# Orme, toL i. pp. 253-60. 

% 


11 • 
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August Sd, 1752. 

** Captain Dalton Writes 'that the differences between 
the King‘d of r Mysore and Morarow Jiawe been settled, 
the former giving the latter a consideration of a lac of 
rupees^ and 1^000 rupees per day to be paid by former 
to latter. There is rqasoif to believe treachery is on 
foot befween them and Mr. Dupleix?^’ 

♦ 

;• Augusflo, 1752. ‘ 

“ Letter'frora Captain Dalton at TriclSinopoly sajpng 
that the Mysore King and Maratta have moved their 
camp from under the Fort w^lls to a rising ground by 
Warriore, which place they have demanded. Some of 
their troops have passed the Coleroon, and it is said 
with an intent* to join the Nabob ; if so, it is to be 
feased they have • some treachery in view, for they are 
certainly in treaty with Mr. Dupleix.” • 

.•* 

" August 17th, 1762. . . 

Captain Dalt6n at ^Achinopoly writes to that 

“ -^ICV* I 

the King of Mysore sqys Morarow was in treaty with 
Dupleix contrery to his inclination, but H is probable 
that both are in treaty with Dupleix.^' 


* The King of Mysore constantly referred to in Oaptain Dalton’s 
letters, alwa^tf means the Regent, also called Ra^ah and Dalloway. 
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" August 24th, .1752. 

® ^ * • 

Letter from the Governor and Council at Fort St. 

George to Cajftaiif Dalfon at Trichinopoly, saying it is 
confirmed that the King of Mysore has been in J^reaty 
with M. Dupleix, whose affairs are not satisfactoty, 
that it is necessary JLo be on continual %uard against 
treachery in Tric&inopoly and keep a good eye on 
Gopaul Rauze. If attacked to defend ^fbrt to last 
extremity^ and in case of any emergency * to burst .all 
th^guns and mortars, and destroy all Varlike stores 
rather than suffer them to fall into the enemy’s 
hands. 

August Slst, 1752. 

** Letter from Captain Dalton at Tridiinopoly saying 
2j000 Morattoes under Innis Cawn ^ere marching to 
join Nabob, and Morarow sent message to say he was 
very pleaded Trichinopoly was not delivered uj), and 
sfidiild never be e^y ,to see it in the hands of the^ 
King-v/f Mysore.” * 

« October 9th, 1752. . . 

Caj)tain* Dalton at T/ichinopoly writer that he had 
lately received a Iptter from the l^aj^*ob wha desired 
him to^give up the outpo|its, and the Kfng having 
intelligence of it, had offered a bribe td comply with 
it, which he reAised/^ 



166 . MEMOin OF CAPTAIN DALTON. 

• • 

There are seTeral letters from Mahommed All to the 

• • J % 

Ooremor and Council at Fort St. George. Long 
vinded screeds explaining his past •coifdact and pro- 
mising the English many things in the future. Every 

letter ended with these words — 

- « 

, "what cIn I SAY 

^ a 

If he had only said less and acted morej the English 
would have been better spleased 1 t 

‘ " October 23rd, 1752. 

" Captain^Dalton at Trichinopoly writes that a very 
treacherous design to murde^^ him (Dalton) has been 
discovered by the confessions of one of the Jemidars 
whom a Bramin from the Rajah had attempted to 
corrupt, on whihh some of the chief conspirators were 
seizgdy and are to, be publicly shot in terrorem!^ 

Eiroodin Khan^ the Governor of Tribhinopol^, did 
not give Captain Dalton full authority to punish 
civil offenders^ though he left hkn all the responr'.,liity 
of* te king • care of the'fortress. As it was* most 
ueceifsary that Captain tDalton should have full power 
committed tO" him^ and be ^able to puhish qivil as 
well as .military^ c^^endersp he wrote to his command- 
ing ollBcei*— Major Lasfrence — asking* him tt> obtain 
the desired permission from the Goveraor. Major 
Lawrmice a\ once saw the necessity cflf this authority 
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being granted, as the following passage in one of 
his letters showi^:-;- * 

« TriTsdy.pcf. 29<ih, 1762. 

I must beg yon fall on some method of supplying 
Captain Dalton with money, and please give 4iim 
leave to snake some exam'ples,* otherwise it 's not un- 
reasonable to imagine that the town will be lost and 
our people murdered. ^ 

“ Signed, 

* “ S. Ijawrence. • 

“ To the Governor and Coundl * 
at Fort St Geoige.'* 

" November 6th, 1762. 

“ A letter to Captain Dalton at ^chinopoly from 
the President, approved by the Board, that in regard 
to such criulinals as come in bis own cpmmand, to act * 
according^o articles of war, as for others thpy come 
Nabob’s (Kiroodin Khan's) office, however tlj^e 
npcessity of inflicting proper puflishjhent should be 
enforced to him.^’ 

“•^bVfember ISthi l}62. * 

" Giptam Dalton at Trif^nopftl/ jrrit|is that* he is 
informed by his spies the^Dalloway ha§ lately received 
a letter fron^his brother advising him to*retnm to his 
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own country, but’he dedares he is determined to die 
rather than not return with Honour/ that he will give 
up his pretentions to the fort if ^the Nabob will repay 
him the money he has expended ; this the latter thinks 
unreasonable^ as he requires to be paid for the expense 
of an army which he always* keeps }n his owii country 
in peace^or war. The Rajah however seems to be pre. 
parjng to ixove^ ^tis said to Caroor^ and has already 
sent^part of his baggage that way.” 

** November 2oth, 1752. 

Captain ‘t)alton at Trichinopoly writes that Mora- 
row continues to make great protestations of friend- 
ship, and says ’tis true he was in hopes q£ getting a 
sum of money frqm M, Dupleix, and therefore flattered 
him a little, but in his Heart he is attached to the 
Nabo^B’s interests/ and on being asked the reason of 
Innis Cawn leaving the Nabob, he answered t]^re«had 
happen^ a quarrel between his people and the Englis^'* 
at Trivady, which piade it necessary for theq' ^o 
partly, 

* « Ndvembeii27th, 1752. • 

“ Captain Dalton at Tricbindpolj writSs 'tliat a 
.Bramim and^Sepoy fiaving* been sent by«th% D^loway 
to endeavour to corrupt the* Sepoys in tbaf Fort, they 
bad: been dbtected in the fact, whicl* was further 
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proved by a vrithig under their hands, that Kireedi 
Galrn had orderld them to be exempted which was 
accordingly done*. . . . That the Baj^ had lately 
received a present from M. Dupleix of an artiScial Fig 
tree, the fruit of which is gold curiously wrought.”* 

December 8th. 1762. 

m 

'' Captain Dalton at Trichinopoly writes that Mo- 
rarow has taken leave of K^pg and departed; that 
Eireedi Cawn^aya he has certain intelligence that W;ht 
agreement made and sworn to before* their God at 
Syringham, is that Morarow sliould not act with 
Nabobj but ia to have a Lac and a half of Bupees to 
join the French, which M. Dupleix is to double.” 

" December 8th, 1762. • 

" The President writes to Captain^ Dalton at Trichi- 
nopoly that if Morarow (as is reported) has entered < 
into &n siUiance with the French it must soon appear, 
he has alreadv written to the King of Tanjore , 
drsi *.ig him in thfd; case to johi forees ai T/ichinopglyi 
which will disconcert their scheme, and ih the^yiean- 
time it is necessary to be very cautioijs, bul bn no» 
accdUotHo be the aggre&or.” 

Noobe can*read the abote* letters Vithbut under- • 
standing the* difficulty of Captain Dalton’s position as 
Commandant 6f this much-coveted fortrSs*s, and' the * 
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fitrain there must have been both on his mind and 

body^ in observing that caution which was so contina* 

ally being impressed upon him by the English autho* 

* • 

rities. ^ It has been seen how the Begent of Mysore 
tried successively to assassinate, to bribe, and to 
surprise Captain Dalton by treachei^y. This jbreachery 
quite justified Major Lawrence in* advising Captain 
Dalton to seize the. persons of the Begent and Mo- 
rarqw, but the cautious civilian authorities at Fort 
St. George Miscoutftenanced the idea. This conduct 
on their ptfrt is thus criticised by Mr. Mill the 
historian : — ^ 

*‘The danger which might have been averted by 
securing the persons of those enemies was of consi- 
derable amount.” * 

* Mill’s History of British India^ iii. p. l29. 
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CHAPTER’ X. 

( 1752 - 1768 .) .• 

The Regent’s Siaryation Scheme. — ^Dalton ordered to treat him as an 
Enemy. — Marches in th| Night and attacks Mysorean Gamp. — 
Action at Serlngham. — ^Dalton's Despatches. — He turns the 700 
Mysoreans out of the City. — ^Weakness of the Garrison.- 
Famine. 


fTlHE Begent's plan was to conquer the garrison by 
starvation — ^that dread enemy which is more to 
be fcarQ(J than a host of armed men. 

The following abstract from Captain Daltons letter 
to /he Governor i and Coqncil a|j, Fcjrt St. Georgjb, 
relers to the Regent’s attempts to stai^ve themjput. 

Fort St. George^ J^anuary 5th, 175^. ** 

^'C^tam Dalton af Trichinoj^olj writes that the 
Dallol^ay’s* jfeople continue *to collect all the grains 
about Trictkinopoly to the very walls, *an*l^ frequently 
Appear in s&all parties with drawn swords to the 
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great terror of the people, and even .came po one of 
the advanced outposts, but on the Sepoys there pre- 
paring to receive them they moved ‘off/ . . . That 
finding .te could not obtain redress from the Dallo- 
way,* he ordered the Guards at the advanced posts 
to fire on thenf if they attempted to cut thc'paddy,^ 
in consequence of ^rhich there had been a little skir- 
mish at Wydbndah with a party of the enemy, wherein 
se^^erAl of them were wounded.** 

The President^ at Port ‘ St. George wrote in answer 
to Captain Dalton’s letter — **that as Gopaul Rauze 
and 700 Peons are in Trichinapoly, if he (Captain 
l!)alton) think it convenient, he may disarm and turn 
them out, which will be a good supply of spare arms, 
but not to part with Gopaul Rauze.*’ 

The Regent continuing to stop all provisions that 
were coining to dhe city, it was necessary to take active 
measureir to alter this state of affairs. ?h'e Presi- 
dency of Madrass,” says Orme, ‘‘^wl^.o in consider«tfon 
of the Regent s pretensions to Trichinopoly, had 
hithertQ declined to take revenge of his treacherous 
attempts to gdc possession of it, now thou^t it tipie 
to treat him as a declared enemy. 

• In consequence of this resolution, Captain l^alton 


* Rice in the husk. 
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on the 23rd of December, marched ont of the city at 
ten o’cldlsk at kiight with tife greatest part of' the 
Europeans ^d ^Sepoys to beat up h^s camp^ which 
extended under the dorthem wall of Seringljam ; but 
the Regent himself with a considerable guard remained 
within the pagoda. A% artillery olQcer with three 
pieces ot cannoi» was previously posted on tlte«6outhern 
bank of the Gaveri, opposite the pagod^ with orders 
to creafh what alarm he couM by throwing shot into 
the place as^soon as he should Jhear^ the fire ot the^ 
musketry in the camp. The troops passed the Caveri 
at Chuckley-pollam, and then crossing the island 
marched along the bank of the Coleroon, until they 
came within a quarter of a mile of the enemy’s camp, 
where they halted in order to refresh themselves and 
to form for the attack; but on the j*eview it was found 
that no less than 600 of the Sepoys were absent, having, • 
as fhey^fterwards affirmed, inadvertently missed the 
tine of march in the dark ; however/ the rest not ap-. 
peav ing discouraged it was detbrmhted to proceed. They 
were divided into two distinct bodice, sffid they first 
marched only four in front, being designed to penetrate 
through <he camp, £rmg two to the right and two to 
the le£t ; whijst the others ^awn4ip*iu a^ofe compact 
manner, were ordered t<y halt as soop as they came 
amongst the ^ents, and there remain as e support to 
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the first party, who moving on found the enemy’s ad- 
vanced guard fast asleep, and stabbing them With their 
bayonets entei^cd the camp without » opposition, and 
to the right and left began a brisk fire from front to 
rear* The alarm was instantly spread and produced 
such consternation tha( nething was heard but the 
shrieks men wounded, and the outcries of others 
waiming their friends to fiy from their danger. The 
enemy accordfing to th^ir senseless custom raised a 
number of blue lights in the air, in ord^r to discover 
the motions < of the column, but these lights served 
much better to direct the firc^ against themselves ; in 
the meantime those within the pagoda manned the 
walls, but refrained from firing for fear of killing 
their own people in the camp, who in less than an 
Hour .were totallyodispersed, and if the English had 
brought with them a petard, they would probably 
have fqrced into the pagoda, and have to'<^hed^ the 
war by securing the person of ^thc. Regent, l^vejy- 
thing being* now t£uiet,’tiie Sepoys were permitted 
to takd^as mady horses as they could conveniently 
tead away, and marching foremost out of the camp 
were followed by the Europeams'ia good 1)01 

by this time, the idyuSreaas within' the phgo^, find- 
ing by the bxtinetion of the lights that nbne of their 
‘ own army i^inained within reach, began <io fire smartly 
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from the walls, and killed and wounded twenty men, 
of whom tteven wiere Europeans". 

“The troops igeached the city by daybreak, wh^n 

they discovered the enemy returning to thp island, 

0 

who immediately struck all their tents and retired jnto 
the pagoda. This sufficiently showed t}ieir panic, but 
nevertheless it ires evident that their continuance in 
the neighbourhood would prevent the inhajiitants from 
bringiug*in provisions, of whidh they be^an a^ady to 

ft ft 

the wantf Captain Dalton therefore* determined 
to bombard the pagoda^ not douj)tiDg th^ if he could 
drive the enemy out of it^ their fears would deter them 
from encamping again within a night’s march.” ^ 

The above events are chronicled in the East India 
Records as follows : — ^ 

‘'Port St. George, Jan. 15, 1758.* w.* 

"Captain Dalton at Trichinopoly writes that in order 
to keep bis Sepoys in readiness— he having found it 
neces^ry to encamp without the town — the Raja was " 
much alarmed, an j sent Kifeedi Ctfwn \otd he wOuT^ 
recall Morarirow, but when it came to the Jioint he 
decided heVould do it ,only in case jthe ^abob would 
give Cim 'the Fort dr & Crore of Rupees, that here- 
upon, tmd hating at the sftnSe time received rortain ^ 

• • w 


* Yol. i. pp. 268-9 
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iQtdligence of the hostilities committed by Morarirov, 
he, at Ejreedi Cawn’s ^quest, determined to make an 
attack on the^ Mysorean camp, and i^ccqrdingly after 
leaving p sufiScient secority for the garrison, marched 

c 

in the night, and although 500 of his Sepoys missed 
their vray in the dark,^ yet* with the rest of his men 
he attacked camp with such vigour* and success, that 
in^less thaivthree-quarters of au hour they were entire 
masters, of it, having lost but one European and 2 
Sepoys wounded; ^that during the whole action ,his 
military behaved with great coolness, and never 
offered to plunder. . . . The Sepoys took a great 
number of horses, firelocks, and as much plunder as 
they could carry off. That upon this success he 
resolved to boiiibard Syringham the following night, 
the jBvents of which he relates in the following 
letter ; — 

. " Trichinopoly^'^^ 

, ’ . •/ Jan. 6th, 1,753:' 

«Sjr, 

c < In myiast I gave you an account of our having 
vouted the Ifaja and Morarirow’s camp ir the night, 
and of their having sheltered themselves wklnn" the 
walls, '^in coiipsequent'e of sirbioh last night I resolved to 
bombard ’em, and accordingly attacked^ a Choultry 
' within 600‘yards of the place, which wq easily carried. 
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and having Coolys^ ftc. ready, immediately intrenched 
the part dT it that was open, with a strong wall, and 
put a company of Sepoys on the top of Jt. • 

1 think if was as strong a post as ever I saw, and 
wc all thought it as safe as Trichinopoly. When I«had 
regulated everything, I loft Xiieuts. Wilkey and Crow 
there with 70 idilitary and 300 Sepoys, anfl Lieut* 
Wood with a 12-pounder and a half-pound gun. For 
still the* greater security I lodged m^clf with^t^p 
rejnains of niy command and two field jfSicces within 
point blank shot to support them» • 

“ The enemy appeared out of the pagoda and made 
a push with their Sepoys at the choultry, but were 
repulsed with great ease and no small slaughter. 
They came again however about 12 o^lock, with their 
whole force horse, and foot allround. The bloodiest 
action ensued that 1 believe has ever begn seen in this 
part* of world, for they bad intoxicated their 
pBople^with bang, anc^ they rode on very surprisingly ^ 
however, as their Iforse madfi b'rfidesi^ attack, arrd It 
was sure the post was in no danger frodi them,^tire kept 
a very hot £re on them and repulsed ’em twice, leaving 
the ^und strewn with their dead. Notwithstanding 
this thoy made^ a {bird charge, find 1>urwasQally Sepoys 
gave way, which discouragSd the Europeans so much 
that tho’ they chad but 2 or 3 wounded And close in*- 

12 
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trenclied, they quitted their offioers, and ran out of 
the post, the natural consequence of which was that 
the horse instantly charged ^em in thein disorder, and 
killed os wounded almost the ^ole, ndtwithstanding 
therfire of my party. 

" Encouraged by thev success they made a vigorous 

• * 

push af my party, but I had rally^d the Sepoys and 
placed ’em behind a little wall to receive them, and we 
sent them off in great Confusion. They rally'd again, 

■ and came up with great fury^ calling us"" all the names 
they could ir^vent, but my grape shot annoyed ’em so 
much^ joined to our continual fire of musketry^ that 
they were obliged to retreat and we kept our ground. 
The native horse of which we had about 40^ galloped 
a little way after them, and took the horses of those 
that were killed. i The Raja has just now sent word 
that he desires a cessation of arms that both partys 
may bpry their dead, of which there ’s more vhan ever 
J saw in my life all put together^ 

‘ You easily peryjeive,* Sir, that if’my people had not 
so impiudently'quitted their post we had gained a com- 
plete victory. These are accidents ipankiud can’t 
foresee. With regard to nvysdf I leave the J^dbob 
who liras ajspeotator iron the wall, and public report, 
to satisfy yotb of my management and what efforts I 
made. 


( 
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‘^Lieuts. Wilkey and Crow^with about 60 men as 
near as I can ooftipute are missing. When the enemy 
retreated I brought off the wounded^ in all about 19 
men with Lieut. Wood,* who I hope will do well, 

'' I will send you particular returns to-morrolr as 
well of the milita/*y as Sbpoys, of th^ latter in the 
whole action I *believe we have near a 100 missing. 
The enemy themselves own 9 jemidars^^d 300 men 
killed, besides numbers wounded. The* Nabob •says 
they have losf above 800 men arfH I Ircgflly can’t see* 
how it could be otherwise. • • 

** Since the action jlo hostilities have been com- 
mitted on either side. 

^'The Dalloway has wrote the Nabob a sort of 
palavering letter in which he says he had best be 
friends. I have turned out the Mysorean peons, and 
the Killedar* has a guard over GopauL Bauze, so that 
all qditp easy within ; T sent the^ peons out with 
tlieir jrms, baggage, and everything that belonged to' 
thein. * * 

'' I am. Sir 

Yr very obedient servant, 

• • '‘John Dalian. 

" Ta*the flan. Tfhos. Saund6rs, tlsq.^ • 


* Lieutenant Wood died shortly afterwards from^l^s wounds, and, 
so great was tht scarcity of officers at Trichinopoly, that a lieute- 
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No one can read Cap^n Dalton’s despatches with- 
out seeing how studiously he avoids* the subject of 
''self.*' This modesty is all the^more to be admired 
because^ it is rare. Public report was more likely to 
do justice to Captain Dalton’s good management 
during the above spirited * engagements than the 
Governors who remained on the xity wallss at a safe 
distance during the fighting. 

J£1\e real c&use of the panic which ended so disas- 
'trously for the*£uro]peans and Sepoys who were left to 
guard the chotiltrys is explained by Orme in his account 
of the engagement — ‘*The Morattoes,’' says this 
writers encouraged by this success^ now galloped up- 
to the entrenchment of the great choultrys where they 
were suffered to come so nears that several of them- 
made uee of their Sabres across the parapet before the 
'troops within gave firCs which then begaUs and seconded 
by that of the four pieces of cannon on the p^ier aido 
of the river, killed and wounded a. great number of 
men* and holies ' and obliged the enemy to retire* in 
confusfohj in this instant an ofiBicer unadvisedly took 


iiant*8 dopimission wastgi^n to Sei^eant Diol^nson who hyd distin- 
'gnished himselfa — India Aedbrds. * ' * 

* Keferring to a body of the Nabob’s sepoys haviag been driven 
from a small olv)^try of which they had taken possession, and put 
to flight by a body of Mahrattas.— Orme, vol. i. p. Sft). 
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the resolution of quitting his post, and passed the 
river in order to *give Captain Dalton some informs^ 

tion concerning 'the artilleiy; some of the soldiers 

• * 

seeing this imagined he went away through and 
concluding that things were worse than appeared to 
them, followed his exam](lle and ran out of the en- 
trenchment, whicli the rest perceiving, a panic seised 
the whole, and they left the post with the greatest 
precipitation, notwithstanding they ha j the m^u^e 
br]fore given three huzzas, on the retreat of the* 
Morattoes/’ • • 

The unfortunate mistake that this officer made in 
quitting his post caused this unforeseen catastrophe. 
Captain Dalton was of too generous a nature to men- 
tion this in his despatches, as the officer had only 
acted in excessive zeal, as his coffimander was well 
aware. * • 

Tliis^saster,^^ continues Orme, diminished the 
strength of the ^urrison near one half, not by the* 
number, but by the qualily of tffe tlboJ)s that Were 
lost.”* 

Thp GoWnor at Fprl St. Gteorge on recdpt of 


* Lientenants Wilkey and Cro^haTing vainly endeavoured to rally 
their men, gallantly determined to stay in the entrenchment, where 
they were cut to pieces. — Orme, vol. i, p. 271, * 
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Captain Dalton's despatcli \rrote at once to Mm, urging^ 
Miw to be “ most cautious in all his lindert^nga and 
not run any lisk.” At the same •time he blamed 
Captain Dalton for having: allowed the 700 Mysoreana 
to depart with their arms and baggage. It may be 
thought that this generosityton the, part of the Com* 
mandanf was ill-timed^ but, setting aside the idea that 

all is fair in* war, the laws of honour seemed to forbid 

« « * 
the despoiling of these Mysoreans, who had been re* 

ceived into the* city •as hostages, and cov^d not be held 

answerable for the bad faith and treacherous conduct 

of the Regent. ^ 

The following extract from Orme informs us of the 

events that followed the late engagements : — 

Lest the enemy should imagine that he was totally 

dispirited if he should remain inactive. Captain Dalton 

determined to piake some attempt, which* at the same 

time tl^at it might be executed without mv^ risque^ 

plight make them believe he was still in a capacity to 

dbt* in the fieKl. n?hey had a post about four miles 

west of^Tric^indpoly at a pagoda called Yelore, where 

the guard prevented the country people frdhi carrying 

provisions into the city. Thb pagoda had a strong 

stone wall, Andfthey had choked up thegr^at gdte with 

mud, leaviftg -at the bottom a wicket, by*' which only 

' one man coidd enter at a time, and thi§* they carefully 



188 


M^OIB OF CAPTAIN DALTON. 

• • • 

shut every evening. Thirty Europeans marched in a 
dark niglifc^ and having concealed themselves in a 
watercourse near the gate^ a sergeant of artillery, q^r- 
ing a barrel* of gunpowder witli a long sausage to it 
went forward and digging, placed the barrel under the 
wicket unobserve4, although thecentinel was sitting at 
the top of the* gate singing a Moorish sOng. The 
explosion not only brought down the nuid work^but 
also blew up the terrace of tlic gateway withdthe ^u^d 
asleep on it^ so that the soldiers •entered immediately; 
without difficulty, and, having fresh in •their memory 
the loss of their comrades at the choultry, put all the 
Mysoreans they met to the sword. 

The Regent, convinced by this exploit that famine 
would be the surest means of reducing the garrison, 
ordered a party of 200 horse to licF on the plqjn every 
night between the city and the country of the Polygor* 
Tondeni^, from whence alone provisions were qbtained. ^ 
They«seized some of. the people bringing in rice^ aqd 
accoi'diiig to their barbarous custom edt 6R their noAs, 
and sent them thus mangled to Trfchinopoljr/ This 
cruelty stl-ack such a terror that fo^ soqae days no o&e 
would venture to brlhg’iu supplies. In order therefore 
to dislbdge*thi8 detachment ^0 men, Sepays and Euro-k 
peans, witfi two field-pieces, marched m the evening, 
and took poftession of the ground wherl^hey used td 
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pass the night ; the enemy coming up some time after, 
did not discover their danger before they received the 
fire of the troops, which immediately pat them to flight, 
and by their outcries it was imagined *they suffered 
con^derably. 

** Whatever might be theiv loss, tb^ surprize struck 
such a tcfrror, that no more small detachments could 
be prevailed^ii to remain within reach of the jgarrison 
during tjie dark nights; and their refusal suggested 
^to the llcgeift tJie resolution of dividing Tiis force, and 
forming a considerable camp between the city and 
Tondeinan’s country, whilst he; remained with the rest 
at Seringham. A multitude of people set to the work 
finished in a few days an entrenchment, with a stout 
mud wall, at a ^place called Pacquire^s Tope, or the 
grove of tlie Facquire, situated four miles ^o the south, 

• and one to the west of the city, after \yhich 5,000 

• « 

horse and 3,000 foot, being nearly one-half oUilie asmjr, 
•and the best troops in it, moved &om the island with 
their baggage, tod pitche'd ‘their ten^s within this for- 
tificatiDW. The* effect of this disposition was soon 
s^erely felt;, no more grain was brought to the 
market, the shops were shutf, ' dnd the inhabitants 
.began *to csy 4^mine, Hrhilst the garrisdn had the 
mortification Ao perceive* ^themselves inbapable of 
removing tfi<f distress, being, since tha loss at the 
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• • 

choultry, too weak to cope with the enemy in either 

• * ® 

of their camps. * 

Such was* the situation of affairs at Trichinopoly 

at the end of March^ 1763.’^* • 

At this crisis in the Company’s affairs, Captain 

Robert Qlive was •compelled, tby ill-health, to return 

to England. He sailed for England in Mhrch, on 

board the Bombay Castle,” immediately after his 
• * • * 
marriage at Madras to Miss Margaret ^askelyne— 

sister of bis fnend Captain Edmuiftl Maskblyne. One « 

of the homeward-bound passengers in the same ship 

with the bride and bridegroom was Robert Orme, the 

future Indian historian. 


Yol. i. pp. 272-7a ; Dalton’s Joumatf fos. 12G-28. 
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CHAPTER XI.* 

Laitrencd'fl Dofpatch to the Governor and Counoil. — Staftlin^f Die- 
cover^i made by Dalton at Trichinopoly. — His Despatch* to 
* fiawrenco ^t Trivadi — Lawrence marches wilia his whole Force 

* to Trichinopofy. — Dalton cannonades the Mysorean Camp and 
captures Bagj^age and Grain. — Battle of the Golden' Rook. — 
Mabommed Ali insulted by his Troops in Trichinopoly, and not 
allowed to leave his Palace. — ^Is rd&cuod by Dalton and escorted 
to Lawrenco’s Camp by the Grenadier Company. — Famine Pricea 
in Trichinopoly. — The French Spy — Is detected by Dalton, who 
tries to entrap the French in their own Toils. — Lawrence arrives 
with Provisions. — Second Battle of the Golden Rock. — Execution 
of the French Spy .—Battle of the Sugar>Loaf Hill. 

rriHE Europe^iii garrison of Trichinopoly^was reduced 
tq a mere handful of men, and the CovimaiKlant 
*^as quite unable to risk any more sorties against the 
eftemy. The*^cit/ was strongly blockaded by the 
Regeirt^S^ army, and all means of obtaining provisions 
ffom the surreunding country y ere now cut* off. ^ The 
Governor and Council at Porf St. George were quite 

• aware *of the danger TKthinopoly was*ift, bift they 
took no inlmediate steps io send a relieving party 

•there. 
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• • • 

While these affairs were taking place at Trichino- 

• * 

poly, Major La\Frence with the troops under his 
command wel^ engaged in opposing the French on 
the sea-coast* 

Mr. Dupleix," says Orme, “ whose eye was always 
on Trich^nopoly, determined to protraet the war on 
the sea coast as long .as possible, that the Myso- 
reans mi^ht not be interrupted from blockading the 

dtr , ‘ * . . 

Major Lawrence, with that prSmptness of action • 
which so often distinguishes the militaty from the 
civil authority, saw the« absolute necessity of sending 
relief to Captain Dalton, and wrote to the Governor 
and Council in the straightforward manner which was 
characteristic^ of this gallant commander. The follow- 
ing extract from his letter refers t6 Captain Dalton’s 
position : — * » 

^ “ Trivady Camp, April 19fch, 1753. 

Captain Dalton is to be reinforced, and hi»* 

• • • * 

situation seems to cry aloud for if, ’tis high time to 
determine something, for the rising oT the riv%rt (and 
that season is approaching) will put k out of our 
power tp assist him.’^ * • • • 

The*date of* this letter mult* be partlSulArly noticed, • 


* East India Eecords, 
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as the i&j after, Major Lavrenoe received a despatch 
from Captain Dalton, vhich made ‘ all further delay 
iinpossible. Before giving a copy of this despatch, I 
must relate what had taken place at Trichinopoly early 
in April. 

*' Captain Dalton,” saysf Colonej Wilks, “ had fre> 
quently ' communicated with Kheir a Deen on the 
subject of. the question of the quantities (of pro- 
visions) .4n SkOre,' and was always assured they ifhre 
abundant, but now .that these stores were to be ^is 
only resource, he prudently insisted on examining 
them himself, and establish .such' arrangements for 
their issue and expenditure, as should satisfy his mind 
with regard to his actual situation and means of sus- 
taining the blockade.” 

Captain Dalton had often been assured by the 
Qovernor of ..Trichinopoly that there were enough 
provisipns for four months, instead of which there 
jrere hardly any left at all. , . „ 

' Captaiuf Daltou,” says Orme, “ insisted on ex- 
amining the magazines, when to his great surprize 
Kiroodin Khan informed hipi that he had taken 
advantage of the scarcity, to''sdl out the pi^visions 
to the* inhabitants at a** high price, not doubting but 
that opportunities of replacing them would offer, and 
'acknowledge that the stock remaining was no more 
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« • 

than sufficient for 15 days — ^in which time the army at 
Trivadi codld hardly receive the news, and march ta 
the relief of the xsity. Expostulations jrere vain, for 
the mischief Was real ; an express Was therefore sent 
with this alarming intelligence to Major Lawrepce, 
who received it at ten at night the 20th Qf April.’**’^ 
Captain Daltoi/s despatch to Major LaWence is 
given at length in the East India Record j for 1753, 
andois asifollows : — 

Trichinopoly, April* l3th, 1753, 
Dear Major, • • 

I wrote you lat^y several letters that by the 
present situation of the enemy, we are so blockaded 
that not the least provisions of any sort can possibly 
come into the fort. They keep likewise .at such a vast 
distance that there is no possibility of interrupting 
them* They* never now since they attacked our ad- 
vance posit appear within cannon shot. I^iroodi 
Cawn Ijas been of jben ^pressing me to write to you to^ < 
come this way, which I impdted to^his^fears as ho xs 
a timorous man, but last night he aedt for Mr* Jlar- 
rison and toe, and protested* to us before God thai^ 
there i9& now but VOidays provisions for the garrison 
within the wltUs, and that if ychi ddn’t icpepdily (narch , 


* y<d. i. p. 2S0; Dalton’s Jowmal^ fo. ISO.* 
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this way all will be rained. I bare always been very 
•cautious of applying to yon on that»head, iest such a 
movement m|ght prejudice your affairs but as things 
now stand, and Kbroodi Cawn having likewise apply’d 
tto /ne in writing, which is I suppose to throw the 
'blame of wht|j; may happei), off himself, it is to be sure 
•my duty to acquaint you of it, particularly as it is an 
affair of tl^p utmost consequence. It is but a month 
ago thqt I demanded ol' him in the Qovemdr’s name 
what quantity, of j'rpvisions were in the garrison, and 
he assured ^me of 4 Qionths at least ; what interest he 
could have in deceiving me 1 .can't conceive. There is 
so little time now to spare that your sending a detach- 
ment would not answer. The enemy will inevitably 
endeavour if not to stop them at least considerably 
detain them on the road. I am persuaded that if on 
the receipt of this you only make a couple of marches 
this way, the Raja will instantly decamp, for ]}e trepables 
at your name, and should he^ stay till you arrive at 
Sicmiveram, vst can soon' despatch'- him between two 
fire8,„tho’ l‘am<-very certain that before you arrive at 
^olcdnda, he will be far from Garoor. The shortness 
of our provisions which the ^Nabob* till now always 
kept a secret .jbo' note is <ajhunclerclap at, thia Juncture, 


• Meaning Kirbodin Khan. , 
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bowever it is exactly the atate of affairs as he has 
reported to us ftnd under hit seal, and I could not 
avoid referriyg }t to you as it is of th^ utmost cortse- 
quence, and I«am pervaded you ’1 take the necessary 
steps to assist us. With regard to my Europeang, we 
can make 40 shifts, but the,bla^k fellows will all decamp 
the first ^ay the}»want their rice. 

"I am, 

^ O 

• ‘'Your most obedt. humbl?s servant, 

• "Jqhn Dalton.* 

“ Since I wrote the above, the Nabob has been at 
me again to solicit you to arrive here before 15 days 
from the date of this. I have already said all ho told 
me on this subject, and can only assure you that what- 
ever distress ^we are driven to, you'l find that while I 
have life I will not render myself unworthyvof my 
charge. 

^ “ 3lo Major Lawrence, 

Trivadi.”. 

We already know when this despatch reachcjd Major 
Lawrence„wd the thread of our narrative is now con- 
tinued in that gallani^ commander’s oVn words * 

" Asfbnished air this intelligencs we saw the.deces- 

, d 5 

* Lawrence’s Narrative in Cambridge’s History 43. , 
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•ity of an immediate march to Trichinopoly, which we 
began the 22nd insfiint in the corning, leaving 
Captain Chase with 150 Europeans and 500 Sepoys for 
the defence of Trivady^ and aS I intended passing 
thro’ (he Tanjore country, letters were despatched by 
the Nabob and me to the King acquainting him with 
our marcif, and inviting him to join vs on our approach 
to his capital, ^ho’ we proceeded as expeditiously as 
possible wc ^Tere obliged to halt every 3rd oi^4th day 
on account of the hot winds, which were so powerful at 
this season that notwithstanding all our care our little 
army was greatly diminished. We marched by Chil- 
lambrum a strong pagoda in which we had a sergeant 
and a few gunners. A place of so much consequence 
for preserving our communication by land between St. 
David’s and the Tanjore country should have been re- 
inforced; instead of that our men were withdrawn, 
and it fell into the enemy’s hands soon after our depar- 
ture. On our entering the Tanjore country the King 

I , *1 . 

8»Ti^t his prime minister* Succogee to compliment*' the 
Naboj) end his allies. He received our force and pro- 
mised ‘vdry fairly on the part of bis master to whom 
he soon afterwards returned, o We pursued our itaarch 
to Condote the,9d <i>f Itf^y. On oui a^rijral tl^e King 
desired to meet the .Nabob and me half way. I set out 
the 4th in company with the Nabob and .Mr. Palk, who 
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• 

had been with me from my leaving Madras. The 
King meif us at Uhe place appointed attended by his 
whole courts jvhg on the occasion mad^ a very magni- 
ficent and splendid appearance. He was escorted by 
•3,000 horse well mounted, and a great many elephants 
in silver trappings. After^cerpmonious^ passing each 
other in our palankeens, we were conducted to a plea- 
sant garden, and there received by the King under a 
pavillion supported by pillars df silver cle|fantly covered 
aijjd furnished.* There we renewed ou^ assurances of^ 
friendship and protection, and a^ our former engage- 
ments, and it was determined that the King should 
support the Nabob, and join him the next day. with 
3,000 horse, and a like number of Sepoys. After a 
refreshment of fruits, a shower of ^ose water, and 
being anointhd with atter of roses,, we were dismissed 
with presents of elephants, horses, and sirpahs,*^ and • 
esedrted to our eamp by a brilliant party of the Baja’s 
cavalry. 

'*On the 3th ttte horse ancT Sepc^s jttinpd us acqpvd- 
ing to agreement, but, as we soon afterexpdrieneedj only 
to make a*parade, for they left us the smne day. We 
ar/ived«the 6th May^at/Trichinopoly.” 


* Garments^presented sometimes by superiors In token of protec> 
tion, and sometin^s by inferiors in token of homage.«-Orme, p. 159. • 

13 
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In the meantime Captain Dalton had not been idle 
at Tiichinopoly. ' What measures the Commandant 
took to harass^the enemy, are given, in ^the following^ 
extracts from the Records of .thb First Madras EurO' 
patn^Begiment,* which was the name afterwards given 
to the English battalioQ a^ this time commanded by 
Lawrence— this battalion then including the Artillery, 
the troop ofjCavtjry, and the Grenadier company : — 

** In the meantime Dalton, at Trichinopoly, had not 
Jbeen inactive* iu annpying the enemy knd procari^g 
small 8uppliea»of provijsions for the daily consumption 
of his garrison. Knowing the Mysore general, who 
commanded the force in the intrenched camp at the 
Faqueer^s Tope, to be a very timid man in night 
attacks, he determined by frequent annoyances, to 
drive him from his position, and thus oil one side of 
* the city, open the blockade. To effect this, a redoubt 
near the city, and within random shot of the endmy, 
•was thrown up,' and two pieces of heavy cannon 
minted in city i This post having been well secul^ed^ 
the guard fre(q[uently sallied out at night with two field-^* 
pteces and fir^d grape into the Mysore camp, return* 
ing with their guns in the morning. The enemy heVer 

* Historiea? BaiKBrds of the First Madrae European ^gimmti by a 
cStaff Officer, c c 
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once attempted to intercept them ; and encouraged by 
their tinfidity, on the. night of the 15th of April they 
fired thirty rounds of grape> at a short aange from each 
of the field pieces into the camp. The execution was 
so serere, that the enemy abandoned their camp in no 
little hurry and confasion«thQt following morning, and 
joined the rest the investing arjay at Seringam. 
The country people were thus induced t^ supply the 
garrison with ^abundance of *provi8ion8^«and«on entgr- 
ix^ the deserted camp a quantity of* baggage and Ca 
large quantity of grain was found and carried into the 
city, ^ 

On the 6th of May Lawrence entered Trichinopoly 
with his convoy, but he had failed in procuring the 
Tanjore cavalry, and the number oV his Europeans 
from the g^eat heat had been sadly diminished by 
deaths on the march ; desertions had |ilso taken place * 
from the, Swiss company; and 100 sick were carried 
into the city. The effective state, therefore, of t^p* 
whdle corps for field duty, ihcluding wilabthe garri^n 
could spare, was only 500 Europeans,* 80 artiHeiymen, 
2,000 sepoys and 8,000 of the Nabo];^’s rabble bf 
caval^.* The day after the English arrived, a ^rein- 
forcement oi 200 f'rench, with fourHieldapiqpes, and 500 • 
Sepoys joined the MysoreAis at Seringam.’* 

Captain Daiton being left to keep guard ftver Trichi* * 

18 * 
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nopoly, did not share in Lawrence’s actions' with the 

c 

enemy, who had been farther reinforced by 300 French 
soldiers and 1,000 Sepoys. Lawrence's force was very 
inferior in point of numbers, but knowing that the fate 
of Trichinopoly depended on Us gaining a victory over 
the enemy, he determined tQ,seek an engagement. On 

c *' * 

June 26th was fqught the battle of the Golden Rock 
(a small post north-east of Trichinopoly), in which 
I^wrence gained a most complete victory over the 
.French and ^hcir aUies. ^ « 

“Thus,” says Orme, “was Trichinopoly saved by a 
success which astonished even those who had gained it; 
nor was the attempt, however desperate it might seem, 
justified by the success alone, for as the city would in- 
evitably have f^len if the English had remained 
inactive, so the loss of it would have bben hastened 
only a few days if they had been defeated, and Migor 
Lawrence acted with as much sagacity as spirit, in 
fisquing everything to gain a victory on which alone 
depended the preservation*' of the gbeat object of* the 
war.”* ^ • 

^ After this,, success Lawrence determined to avoid 
another engagement, until he Jiad been joinM* by 
some troop^nat ‘arAved* from Enropl. »Being in want 
pf cavalry, *he «determined to march into «the Tanjore 
country antltaake renewed efforts to induce the King 
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of Tanjore to fiuniish Mm some cavalry, wMch 
had been before promised. "The presence of the 
Nabob,” sayS Orme. " being thought necessary 4o 
facilitate the negotiation, he prepared to marc|}i with 
the army, but on the evening that he intended iff quit 
the city,,his discontented troops assembled in the outer 
court of the palacCj and clamouring declared they 
would npt suffer him to move^ before he^had paid their 
arrears; in vain were arguments to Sonvhice. tlys 
rabble^ more insolent because thejf had*never rendered* 
any essential service, that his going to TAijore was the 
only measure for whichi they could hope for a chance 
of receiving their pay ; they remained inflexible, and 
threatened violence, upon which Caj^tain Dalton sent 
a message to the camp, from whence the grenadier 
company immediately marched info the city, where 
thejr were jdined by a hundred of the garrison, and all 
tpgether forcing their way into the palace, they got the 
Nabob* into his palankeen, |ud escorted him to the* 
camp surrounded by 200 Europeans * with fixed 
bayonets.'* 

Oi^ July 2, Lawrence marched to Tanjore accom- 
panied A)y the N^bofl and fifty of his, cavalry^ « 

^‘TBe rest •of the Natofl's cavalry,*^ •says Orme,« 
** remained encamped under the walls of Trichinopoly, 
aud a few days after the.departure of the English army 
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▼ent in a body^, and infi^med Captain Dalton that they 
intended to go over to the enemy, wit& whom they had 
made their tenfta, desiring at thp saifte time that he 
would not fire upon them as th^ were marching off. 
This,*as he was very glad to get rid of such a dangerous 
encumbrai^, he readily promised, and they w^tnt away 
unmolested at noonday. 

" The enemy haring now no other immediate object 
gaye«theif whole attention to blockade the city, which 
they were in a' conation to effect without much dlf> 
ficulty; for tHeir superiority in Europeans deterred the 
garrison from venturing without the walls to interrupt 
their night patroles, as was their custom when thty 
had only the Mysoreans and Morattoes to encounter. 
However, Captain Dalton took the precaution of under- 
mining in a dark night the posts of Warriore and Wty- 

a 

oondah to the « west of the city ; the 'defences of 
Warriore were ruined, but the explosion 'failed af< 
‘Weycondah. • * i * 

^‘TThe lath 7upp1ie8 of provisions being entirdy 
reserved tfoi* the* use of the garrison, the inhabitants 
were left to provide for themsalres, and rice wa; now 
sold in th$ market for half-a-crown t^e measur^ about 
•an English (j|ilhft, whicli ^as fifteen timis’deardr than 
the common price, and firewood was scarcely to be 
procured at any rate. This scprcity so6ii*'obliged them 
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to quit their habitations^ and in less than a month this 

spacious city, vUich had formerly contained 400,000 

persons, was* left almost desolate; for the military 

people who remained in it, soldiers and artificers of 

all dffliomiuations, did not exceed 2,000 men. Of these 

the Nab 9 b’s Pean^ as being capable of no other service 

than to give an alarm, were posted betjveen thh outward 

and inward wall ; their number was about 1,000 ; the 
• • • 

Sepoys, 600, were stationed round the tamparts^ ayd 

the Europeans, about 200, were •appointed some to, 

guard the gates, whilst the rest lay on their arms every 

night in readiness to iqarch to any quarter where the 

alarm might be given.’'* 

1 said before that it required the hundred eyes of 

a 

Argus to detect all the schemes that were planned for 
the capture of Trichinopoly, and* I now oqake the 
remark again with renewed assuraut^ of its truth. * 
^eJtegent, with his dull brain, had concocted some , 
very i^-planned. schemes ; but a master mind ba^* 
now set to work to capture by AratH^ the coveted 
fortress of the Carnatic. The mastef mind ^)ek>nged ^ 
to Dupleix — ^that desgot who astopishcd even the 
Native,*Princes by lii^ craftiness, nnscrupulousness, 
and btenbadtie love of displa;f.* * 


YoL If-pp. 296-97 ; Dalton’s Journal, toL \l2, to. 
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* * 

“ Mr. Dupleix/' says Orme, quoting from Dalton’s 

Journal^ strenuously importuned Mr. Brenier^ who 

had succeeded ^r. Aatruc in the comniai^d, to attempt 

an esc^alade at all events^ and suggested to him a 

method of getting the information he wanted by 

sending one Pe Cattan!:}^ an intelligent officer^ as a 
« 0 * 
deserter into thQ town ; the man was prc ''j^ed the 

command o& a company and 30^000 rt.pces. {oi which 
hg not snly 'undertook to find uat the proper spot 
rwhere they should place their scaling-ladders, but al«o 
to maintain a correspondence with the French priso- 
ners, who were to break loose,, and seize the arms of 
the guard, and attack the quarters of the English 
whilst the assault was made on the walls. He was 
admitted into the city, and said that he came into the 
city to qffer his service to the English, being disgusted 
by an unjust cqnsure which had been cast^on his con- 
duct in the late battle at the Golden Rock an over- 
**s^trained afiectation of frankness in hi» behavioy^r gave 
C^Eptain Daltoif' some suspicions, and two spies were 
set to wkteh hi^ actions, who at difierent times' dis- 
c6vered him measjaring the caiy3re of the giins, taking 
a survey of the works, and fathbnrlng the. heigh*}, of the 
,wall with a I^ad*^ and lifief, after which he*threW' notes 
through th^ windows to the French prisoners. There 
'was in the garrison a French soldier whtoe fidelity to 
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the English might be depehded on ; this man engaged 
to detect *his countryman still more effectually^ and 
suffered him^lf to be chastized in his sight by Captain 
Dalton for some pretended neglect, after which he 
affected such a resentment for this treatment, •that 
De Cattjans gave Jum hw e/Ttire conSdence, offering 
}pm a Yev> if he would assist in thebxecution 
1 his ao^Mer said he was ^net made for 

great '^ntemri* , but offered to desert tUe first nig];^t 
li*^ shoe* 1 be on guard at the baAier/and to carry a. 
J(*tter^ pif'ovided De Cattans would ass Are him of a 
pardon for having deserted from the French. This 
he other readily agreed to, and gave him a pardon in 
form signed with his name, to which he added the 
title of ^ plenipoteni iary of the Marquis Dupleix.* At 
the same time he lelivered to him a letter, for Mr. 
Brenier, which contained a full and ei:act description * 
of the defences c place, and some commendations 
on hi| own adiM-ess. in deceiving the English conj-* 
mandant, whom he descrified as ^ vt!ty»young mta, 
that placed more confidence in him than in a1iy*of his 
own^ofiicers. The soldjer carried thp le^er to Captiin 
Daltoq* who immeflialiely caused De Cattans Jbo be 
arrested ; aft first he denied thb fact, on seeing his. 
own writing, desired that he might not suffer the dis- 
grace of heim^ hanged, ^but have the honour of bein^ 
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shot by a file of musketeers. He was told bis &te 
could not be decided bmore Major Lawrence arrived; 
Captain Dalton, however, desirous «f •drawing the 
miemy^inlx) a snare by the same means which th^ had 
emplpyed against himsdf, promised the criminal to 
intercede for his pardou, provided. he would^ write a 
letter to Idr. Brenier and prevail upon him to attempt 
an escalade^at such a part as he, Captain Dalton, 
should dictate. This De Cattaus readily agreed to; 
jhe place fixed uponewas Dalton’s battery, on the west 
side, not far from the northern angle, as being more 
accessible than any other frory without, but the de> 
fences and entrenchments within were stronger than 
anywhere else. A black fellow undertook to cany the 
letter for eight rupees, and Mr. Brenier, giving him 
twenty, sent him 4)ack with a letter to *De Cattans, 
’promising to pa( his plan into execution, and desiring 
him to write frequently. In vain did the ganisou 
watch several nights successively, .hoping thpt the 
enemy would antfre the assahlt ; but tfie various reports 
which they received of Major Lawrence’s arrival kept 
them in such p continual bustle and alarm that they 
could not spare a night for the execution of this'^enter* 
prise, notwitlistsn^'^ they appeared convinced of its 
practicability. • ^ * 

’ ‘'The MylcHreans, finding that the explosion made 
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at Weycondah had done little ^amage, took poasession 
of this postj and’iDOunting two small pieces of cannon 
on the lampaat, ‘encamped 300 hone and some Peans 
nnder the walls, and as the garrison of Trieh^opoly 
had not lately ventured into the field, those troops 
slept in, perfect security •without a ringle centinel. 
Captain Dalton, receiving intelligence of thhir negli- 
gence, resolved to beat up their quarten, and chusing 
a time when it was very dark, a party*of 400 
mostly Sepoys, marched up close to*tKe tents, and. 
made a general discharge amongst then! before they 
were once challenged* » The Sepoys got some horses 
and arms, and the whole party retreated out of reach 
before the enemy were sufficiently rouzed to do more 
than fire a few shots at random. At length, after 
remuning a month closely blockaded, and ol^liged to 
be continually on their guard, the garrison received * 
^dvke that the Major was approaching. ... On the 
7th of,August the many arrived at Dalaway’s choultiy' 
situated close to the southern batik of* the Caveriykix 
miles east of Trichinopoly.” * * ’ 

The Major was bringing a convoy pf some thousmfds 
<}f bullocks laden whh* provisions, IVichinopoly .being 
in distress for food. The Ffe^ch*and’hSysoreans were, 
very anxious to prevent these provisions frdm reaching 
the city, and prepared, to engage Lawren^s force as* 
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soon as it should appear^ Captain Dalton was enabled 
to inform the Major’s force of the enemy’s intentions 
by«nieans of signals from the observatdry bn the top of 
Trichipopoly Bock. This rock is thus described in 
Lawrence’s narrative : — 

A most extraordinary rock stands in the ipiddle of 
the old town, and is about 300 feet high. On the top 
of it is a pagoda, which was of singular use to us the 
wbolp war, its height commanding even as far as 
Tanjore, which* is 40 miles. Here was constantly 
stationed a iflan with' a telescope, who gave us by 
signals and writing an account of all the enemy’s 
motions.” 

Lawrence, continuing his march, discovered the 
enemy drawn up in force in a strong position extend- 
ing froip the Frenbh to the Golden Bock. An action 
was unavoidable, and what is known as the second 
battle of the Golden Bock took place. The only part, 
llyat Captain Dalton was able to take in it was to sally 
froth the city with fwo field-pieces, and increase tho 
disorder oY the enemy by attacking them in the rear. 
This is made mention of by Orme, as follows : — 

T|^e English battalion was &r4wn^ up in the open 
plain withou^^heltef, and in this . situ£H;ibn siiffbred 
considerably, whilst their artillery did little mischief 
to the enemy; however the s|iot that ^w over the 
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bank went amongst a large body of horse who were 
drawn ufPin the wear of the adfvanced party, and flung 
them into cc^fi^sion, which Captain D^^ton observing^ 
he sallied from the dity with two field-piece^ and the 
cavalry, finding themselves between two fires^ hurried 
out of reach, some to the east, and^ others to the 
west/* * • ' • 

The Grenadiers — Captain Dalton^s old Company — 
particularly distinguished themselves ih this battle. 
Tjjiey lost theit Captain (Kirk^ drying, the fight,'’ and 
Captain Kilpatrick, putting himself aj their head, 
exhorted them to follow him and revenge their leader^s 
death, which they swore with an oath to do.* 

^'In this temper,** says Orme, *^they pushed on, 
and in order to prevent the enemy frbm retreating to 
their main body, marched to gain« their right flank ; 
the enemy had not the courage to stand the shock, but 
quitted the bank in great precipitation, and leaving 
three field-pieces behind them, rah away towards, 
W6ycondah, exposed great^ part of th^ w^y to th^fire 
of the two field-pieces which Captain Daltop had 
brought out of the city^ every shot of which for 
several* discharges, tpok off two or three men.” 

Thq eneiQy^ be&g entirelyyroutod, the miich-needed 




i j 


* Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 50. 
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provimons yrere brought into the city, and two days 
after Lawrence marched out with the Enl^lish bat> 
mion and the allies. Before he left he ordered De 
Cattans to be hanged in sight of‘the enemy’s advanced 
guai^s. 

" He died,” ,says Orme, with great resolution, but 

f * r 

showed much concern that he had endeavoured to 
betray Cap);ain Dalton^ who had received him with so 
much hqjapit&iity and kindness. As the English had 
.condescended to employ this delinquent against hia 
own countrymen, after he was detected, his life ought 
to have been spared.*^ ^ 

I am very sure his life would have been spared, if 
the Commandant — ** the very young man,’^ as the spy 
slightingly termed him— could have obtained his 
pardon ; but Lawrence saw the absolute necessity of 
making an example, and putting a stop to those under- 
hand plots which had so often endangered the sfifety 
of the fortress and the lives of the garrison. 

<DupIeix, .in«<hismil/e99i^i7*s, complains with great 
bittemesj that, excepting Bussy, he never had an 
ofiSicer on w^ose ability he could place the smallest 
reliance ; ^ but even supposing this to be true, the 
French werq.{pHch stronger in native and European 


•'Mill’s History of British India, iii. p\J.3Q. 
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allies than the British, and tvo such men as Dupleix 
and Bussy verejU thrir respective ways, worth a host 
of armed meq. . , 

On September 21, liavrence gained anothef decisive 
victory over the French and their allies. This action 
was called the battle of the Sugar Loi^ Rock. The 
following extracts from the Records of 'the First 
Madras European Begiment show the decisive nature 
of this fictory. “ The left ^ing of Eiiglisl^ Sepoys 
haying pushed Hm outside the entrenched works to the, 
right of the French regiment, attncked the Sugar Loaf 
Hill, and carried it in gi^ant style, keeping up a heavy 
fire on the masses running about the Mahratta and 
Mysore camp. During this time the regiment bad 
formed a line to the front on its leading division, and 
advanced briokly towards the French battalion. Cap* 

u 

tain Kilpatrick was on this occasion severely wounded. 

. • .^Captain Calliaud^'^ who had succeeded Kilpatrick 
in command of the Grenadiers^ observing the flank « 
of the French regiment <^xposed> from, the flight 
of their Sepoys^ wheeled rapidly to bis left, charged 

in upon it, and after a very short mel^e drove'them m. 

. * * * 

confuHcn upon their centre ; the other two divisions 

* A future *Gommandant of itriohinopoly. Ho died a Major-^ 
Qeneral. > 
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advancing at the same time at the charge, completed 
the rout, and the enemy broke and fled. . . The 
enemy were defeated at all points and^ abandoned their 
camp, leping their tents standihg, and all their artil- 
lery (eleven pieces), ammunition and baggage. . . . 
In addition to^the prisoners taken during the action, 
about 200 of the French battalion were picked up or 
killed wandering in Tondiman’s and the Tanjore 
country : and after the action, whilst they were 
passing towards S^ringam, Dalton sallied out from 
Trichinopoly and captured nearly thirty, making a 
total loss in prisoners to the French regiment of about 
300 men. ... On the following day the force marched 
and encamped at the French Eock, and an officer was 
dispatched to the King of Tanjore to hasten the supply 
of provisions, who succeeded in part, . and a three 
months^ supply was laid up in Trichinopoly/’ 
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eHAPTEBf xn. 

(1763-1754.) • 

Private lletters. — Dalton applies to tib relieved fr^ the Command 
of Trichinopoly. — ^His Resignation not accepted. — Ilf health l!he 

* Cause of his Request. — His Letter t(#the Council at Fort 
George. — Their Reply. — Dalton's owji Account^of his Departure 
from Trichinopoly. — Volunteers to relieve Palam Gotah. — Night 
Attack on Trichinopoly the French. — Dalton's Battery de> 
scribed. — Result of the Attack. — Dalton resigns his Commission 
March Ist, 1754. — Is thanked by the Governor and Council for 
his Services. — Sails for England March 10. ^ 

rrilME’S destroying hand has left only one or 
two of Captain Dalton’s private letters to throw 
any«additional light on his military cafeer. There is, 
“^lowever, one letter written from the camp near Trichi- 
nopoly^in April 1752, whiq}i« contains several items^df 
interest. This letter, the address of which is lost, 
appears to have been written to Captain Jjanceljit 
Baugh**^ of the 41st B^giment, or Bivatids, who had 

• t 

5 ^ 

V • . • * * *^ 

* This officer served many y^ars in the 1st Foot Guards, and * 
attained the rank of captain April IS, 1743. Oh JuTy 22, 1751, he 
was transferred ^ the 4l8t Raiment, then styled •^^he Invalids, 

14 
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some connections^ either on his own or on his wife’s 
side, at Limerick,* and was personally Acquainted 
w\th Mrs. James Dalton before her widowhood. He 
had s^^ for some years in the 6th Be|;iment as an 
ensign. He was a most kind Mend to the desolate 
widow during Jber son’s long absence in India, when she 
was left utranded in England, far fr6m her own rela* 
tires and Mends. The letter to Captain Baugh is as 
follows;,—' / 

‘ I* . < 

Dear Sir,^ 

I am favoured mth yours by ye Dorrington, 
accompany’d with four lettere from my mother ; you 
realy, Sir, lay me continually under such a number of 
repeated obligations that I am quite at a loss for words 
to express my gratitude ; you have acted like a father 
tobotlfme and my mother. How greatly it shocks 
me when I thihk how greatly that poor woman must^ 
have been distressed at my long silence, but Providence 
‘ was most kind in panting her a friend of yom horiour 

probably cfroxn being composed of old officers inyalided from other 
regiments. He: resided at Portsmoat|?, and died senior captain of his 
regiment in 1775. ^ i. 

* tiieut.-GeneraJLancilot ^^ngh (eldest kon of OaptainrLanoelot 
Bangh), Oolodel of the 6th Regiment of Foot, Wo died ^ in April, 
1792, and whose tnll was proved m the following June, left a legacy 
to his cousin Ifrs, Charles Hill of Limerick. ^ 
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and humanity. Believe me^ Dear Sir, I shall to ye 
last hour** of my^ife retain a just sensef of all your 
friendly favours to her^ and proclaim youfl* disinterested 
worth as long* as I have breath to doe it. I api in- 
finitely obliged to you for your paternal advice, in 
consequence of whjch I shrill* not in a hmr^ quit ye 
service I am in, wliich by all account8i,is far preferable 
to ye King's ; it is true we are always ir^Camp and 
run some little risques, but I may veutiflre te asgui^ 
you that I have at this time little less than forty shil- 
lings per day, and had yesterday a prd^t. of a fine 
horse worth 100 pounds^at least, for taking one of ye 
Eneray^s field pieces with my Grenadiers. These 
things you know seldom happen in Europe, notwith- 
standing which I confess to you that I am so fond a 
son, that I can hardly reconcile myself to staying longer 
^from my Dear Mother, and am not ashamed to own it 
neitlT^r. 

I am now worth £6,000 at least, and have a very, 
fair prospect of augmenting it considerably, and thilfk 
I may venture home with ten thousaifd pounds ifl my 
pocket, for* If I goe in^o ye army again, it shall be 
into ye Horse Service,# for I can’t bear ye thougl\,t of 
leavin^^ngland again suddenly after ye Jong time 1 
have been oift of it. 1 have not seen Fort St. David's 
these 14 months ; wee have been continually in camp 
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which has put it out of my power to execute Mrs. 
Baugh’s commission, but intend sooh to qtfit ye field 
for a month, when I shall take care to do it in ye best 
maniysr i am capable of, and also send her whatever 
I can meet with, that 1 think will be acceptable. I 
have not as yet had ye* pleasure of seeing Mr. Brook, 
but hav% received from him ye Ruffles which Miss 
Baugh* did me ye honour to send, which I set so great 
V v^lueon ds determines me not to wear ’em till I 
return to Europe, f.nd have ye pleasure of kissing, ye 
fair hand thkt work’d ’em. 

I have ordered my attorjjey at Madrass to remit 
you 100 pounds by bill on ye Jews which I ^m informed 
is ye surest and best method, as ye Company don’t 
pay till three months after sight ; ye bill will accom- 
pany tjhis, and goe I believe by ye S^rallow, Capt. 
Spike, whichc triffle I beg my Dearest . Mother will^ 
accept to drink my health with such of her aeguain- 
, tances as have merited her esteem, for such I shtdl 
always deem hiy valuable friends. I’le write to her if 
postible, howeVer if I should not be able to accom- 
plish it, I beg you ’ll let her j^now I am very well, and 
all .things goes according to i my desire, except ye 


* General Lancelot Bangh left the bulk of his property to his 
sister who had married a Captain George Maddisen. 
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wished for hapiness of seeing ^her. My best respects 
to your Lady, anM all ye rest of your agreeable family, 

and believe me Bear Sir with ye highest gratitude {or 

^ • 

all favours 

** Your most sincere and obliged 

'•Humble servant, 

"jJoHN IOalton. 

" English Camp, 

" Near Trichinopoly, 

• "April 29th, 1762. 

" 1 send this to my attourney*at Madfkss, in order 
to get it conveyed per lirst ship, my present situation 
being 150 miles up ye country/* 

The foregoing letter was sent by the recipient to 
Captain Daltbn’s mother, who took*a copy of it, and 

• added the* following memorandum •to her tran- 

* script : — 

" Nc^e. — His ^ttourney’s letter was dated ye 17th * 
of June 1752, with fresh assurancS of lii^ safety affer 
ye battle, which was not quite at an dhd when niy son 
wrotq.’* 

Th^two following short •ISttefs ai^ undated, but . 
their conte&ts help to ap^proximatc ttreir *dates very 
closely. 
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Captain Dalton to his mother : — 

Mt Dearest Mother, 

This goes by Captain Olive,* a, very intimate 
and i^orlliy friend of mine^ who I thought to have 
acco'mpanied home in ye same ship, but my post here 
at present (puts it out of my power, .however you may 
be sure it is my full intention to leave this country 
next September, as my' fortune is more than ever I 
expected, and enough my dearest Mother to keep you 
a chariot, and equipage in proportion, which is my 
greatest ambition/’ 

r 

The next — and unfortunately the last — letter from 
Captain Dalton to his mother was evidently written 
a few months later, when he had determined to resign 
his compaission and return to England 

I remain still commanding officer of this garrison, » 
and believe I shall continue so, as long as I stay in ye. 
f!Ountry, indeed 1 can’t b.e in a better situation., When 
ye^' time coifies‘for®ye ships to sail for Europe ni 
resigti my commission, but should I not arrive 
exactly at ye time you '1 by this expect ine, I beg 

e 

■» 

I ^ . -1 

* Clive’s anir*il in England 'is^i/has chronicled in tho PubliO Adver- 
tiser of Oct. 10, 17^3 ; — ** We hear t!Liat Captain Clive who has behaved 
so bravely in the East Indies is come home in the Bombay Castle 
Indiaman arrived at Plymouth.” 
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youl not be in ye least uneasy, for forty accidents 

unforseen may retard me a little, while on so long 

a tract, and 'comfort yourself with the^ reflection t^at 

ye same all ^ing Power which has hitherto been my * 

guide will inevitably return me safe to you with ye 

fortune have acquired by His blessing. At present 

I have little to* tell you, ye Frenph will 'never be 

quiet, tho’ we often thrash ’em heart^y, so shall 
• • • ^ 

only add that^I am perfectly well and ifl good sgiri^s, 

in a very advantageous post, and»longin^ for nothing 
so much as to embrace my dearest-dettrest Mother, 
for I am ever and mq^ unalterably, 

** Your most affectionate 
and dutifull son, 

^‘JoHN Dalton.’^ 

Captain ^Dalton’s request to be relieved from the. 
command of Trichinopoly is thus referred to in the 
East India Becords : — 

IPon St, George, Sept. lt)th, 1763. •• . 

Captain Dalton at Trichinopoly requests to-be re- 
lieved frotn the commapd of that place. ^ Encloses 
accouiyffc current of the charges of that garrison for the 
monkis of* July and AugvBkt, &moijtntipg to Arcot 
Bupees 21*727-6, whereon a Ballance of •upwards of 
2,000 ArcotiBupees is ^due to him, and* Advises he is^ 
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under the necessity of .dnt^ng on ns for more money 

« « 

for the charges ot the next two months. 

Besolted' — That Captain Dalton's ' draughts be 
' complied ‘‘with, hut in regard to his request to be 
relieved, that Major Lawrence be desired to acquaint 
him we cannot* immediately grant it, as he is^ capable 
from his knowledge of the country of being more 
serviceable rthan any other officer^ and we expect he 
will ^ntinue to exert himself/^ 

< The closing ' remarks of the above show the high 
opinion the Govemot and Council had of Captain 
Dalton’s abilities and fitness for the arduous post he 
occupied. 

It has always been a matter of wonder to those who 
did not know the real state of the case, that Captain 
Dalton should voluhtarily resign his comiliission at the 
early age of twenty-eight, when he had made himself 
a name in Indian history, and was on the high road to^ 
i^sink and wealth. His letter to the Council at !^ort St. 

I ^ I 

Oebrge gives* h& real reason. It is as follows : — 

( ’ * 

“ Tpchinopoly, 

V Sept. 30th, 1,758. 

."Honble. Qbn^n., * *■ * 

“ Ml&jor 'Lawrence has communicated to me a 
'paragraph in your late letter to him, by which 1 find it 
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is not agreeable to you that I am relieved from the 
commanci of this place. ^ 

When I<made application at first te Mr. Saundera 
on this head^ I flattered myself t)iat you n^ould have* 
kindly indulged me in it in consideration of the time 
I have been in the field, Jiowever I find to the con- 
trary, and it 'will give me the greatest concern to incur 
the dii^leasure of your Honble. Board. ^ I shall in 
consequence of your directions continue tq take (he 
same care I have always done of the *place for two 
months longer, and if you judge proper to nominate 
the ofBcer who is to s|lcceed me, I shall in that time 
make him thoroughly acquainted, as much as lies in 
my power, with not only the Fort and Foible of the 
garrison, but likewise the nature and different inte- 
rests of the people round us. At l^e expiration of tlie 
above-mentioned time I mtist request your permission* 
to resign the service and return to Europe in the^ 
Janu£^y ships, n)y constitution being so totally ruined 
that nothing but a cold climate enfi reinstate erne. 
Many of my friends can inform you. tlfat 4t waa 

9 

the ^situdtion of my ,post only that jprevented tee 
from /applying to • you before for leave to go 
homu in tkei ships that sail *thil mohtl^ but at pre- 
sent the |reat success oIt our arms *has* altered the 
scene muchefor the better, and given me the oppoi*^ 
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tunity I long wished for of addressing you on this 
subject. 

“ 1 cannot conclude without observing < to you, gen- 
> tlemen, tljat the nu|uber of European prisoners which 
are npw here are highly improper to be kept in this 
garrison where<underhand schemes are so subject to 

be put in execu^on 1 am with the greatest 

respect . 

• ‘'iionble. Gentlemen, 

“ Yr. tnost okedt. and very humble servant, * 

« • " John Dalton.” 

The Governor and Council sent the following 
reply 

“ Port St. George, 

‘'Oct. 18th, 1768. 

.“SiE, • 

‘^We have received your letter of 80th Sept 
Vgetting forth a ball state of health which nothing but a 
colli climate qan j*eii^tate, aftd your request of resigning 
your Pommission in January to return to Europe. 
' Ths serviie certainly stands greatly in need of officers , 
but if you continue this resolutions we have desired 
Major Lawrencck whoiis oiv the spot to npipinat^'such 

s ** 

officer as he» judge proper t(f relieve you on your re- 
signing the command. It will be necesssfy you have 
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your accounts from the time^of your being there^ and 
get them signed by the Nabob, whiq)^ will prevent any 

disputes afterwards We are very sensible^ the 

Nabob having so many prisoners at Trichinopojy mustf 
be a great ill-convenience in respect to the garrison and 
provisions^ and we wish it fiould be i^moved. There 
are almost treble the number of tl^e Garriion at Fort 
St. David already, you will therefore qpnsult with 

Major Lawrence that the Nabob take thts mo«t effective 

• • 

measures to prevent mischief. We are, Sir, , 

** Your affectioifate frieirfs, 

/ Thomas Saunders. 
Charles Boddam. 

Henry Pownby. 

*• Alexander Wynch. 

“ John Smith. 

Charles 3ourchier.^’ 

• ^ '4 

No^ one can have read this narrative without per- 
ceiving what wear and tear of body aftd» mind Captain 
Dalton had gone through. Added to this jdiat»he had^ 

been teif years on foreign service, five of which he^ad 

• * * 

been/knocking about on board a man-of-war in the 
Indian seae^ an ^ the last fiv^ yedrs otl continual activp 
service in*one of the mcfst unhealthy pafts of India. 
Olive had gone home after ten years of Indian lif6, 
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with his health much shattered, and the seeds of 
disease sown in his constitution, which in the end led 
to Ij^at unhapp/ state of mind which ‘caused the sad 
♦event that terminated his brilliant career. 

c 

Glory is priceless/^ but there is no glory in dying 
of a broken down constitution or a diseased liver. 
* Happy ard those lyho know when to stop, and not to 
lose all by ^ a too soaring ambition. It is most pro- 
bable tha^ Captain Dalton never told his mother in 
His letters of his' broJien health, and I leave it to the 
reader to imagine whether she ever urged him to con- 
tinue in India, in order to wm more renown, and 
increase his fortune. I do not believe a good mother 
would ever let ambition surmount her love for her son. 
I cannot give a better illustration than the mother of 
Lord Clive. She had a husband, six sons, and seven 
daughters, all living. They were very poor, and all 
.their hopes centred on Robert Clive. When news 
ct^me of his distinguished gallantry and ability in cap- 
turing Arcot ^Ith < a mere handful of troops, his 
^friends*^air foresaw he would attain to a high position 
if he continue^ in India, and they were adxious he 
should do so. Not so his mother. This is th^ way 

* f i 

§he speaks o£ it in h6r letter to her son, dated 
December, 1752 : — 

' I cannot' express the joy yours to youi father gave 
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to me. Your brave conduct and success which Provi- 
dence hdls blessdd you with is the talk and wonder of 
the public, .the great joy and satis&ction of j^our 
friends, but*more p&ticularly so to me, as ;t gives mei 
hopes of seeing you much sooner than I could ppssibly 
have expected. I find sopie«of your ftiends wish your 
longer stay in Ihdia ; but I earnestly entrent you will • 
let no motive induce you, except your honour and the 
peace of the country require it.** * 

« None of Mrs. Dalton^s letters %o her son are extant, 
but think you she would write in any less affectionate 
style than the above— ishe who was a widow, and had 
been seperated from her only child for ten long years ? 
What good would her son’s renown and fortune bring 
her in her old age, if he who won them was to return 
no more ? » There is still extant a letter, or part of a 
letter, frqm Mrs. Dalton to a friend, which will giv6 
t£e reader some idea of the depth of her love for her 
son : — * 

• Since I wrote to you ‘last, reooiv^d an account 
from London that there was brought in ye Swallowf 
sloop of war, a parcel of valuable things for me from 
my sen, but pursuant to my usual ill luck, they were 

® • • * f» • 

* Malooliji’B JJfe of Clive, vjoL i. p. 129. , ^ 

t H.M.S. Swallow, Captain Speke, sailed for England from Madras 
in July, 1762*— iPasf India Records, * 
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all seized so supose I shall loose them as formerly. 
Alas dr. Madam is it not very cra61 that I must 
always be deprived of these testimonya of. affectionate 
4uty from that Darling of my soul, whd is ye most 
exemplary child that ever woman was blessed with, 
but I am innur|d to crosses ..and disappointments wch 
that all Gradious Power in wch. I put hiy trust can in 
his good time relieve me from, and grant me a Glorious 
recompense for all my sufferings, by a hapy meeting 

with ye dr. causo of my anxious cares/’ 

* * * * 

i* " 

Captain Dalton’s departure^ from Tricbinopoly is 
thus referred to by Orrae : — Captain Dalton seeing 
this object of the general sollicitude provided for^^ and 
the city in all other respects out of danger, quitted 
the command of Trichinopoly, and some time after 
returned to Europe.” 

The following extract from Captain Dalton’s Indian 
Journal, gives his bwn account of his departure : — 
Having at Iflflt with much diflSculty obtained the 
long wished for lea^^e to return to Madrass, I resigned 
the ^command of the Garrison to Capt. James Kil- 
Patrick, who was ordered to succeed me, and November 

^ . -t 

^ ' ' . , . 
* Referring to there being six months* provisions laid up in Trichi- 

ncpoly. Orme, i. p. 816. « 
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14th, 1753, left the place with an escort of 80 soldiers 
and 150 Sepojss and arrived the day following at 
Coiladdy, where, our army was in their inter quarters. 
The Major being mufbh indisposed, 1 stayed with him > 
6 or 6 days and then proceeded on my journey thro^ 
the Tanjour Dominions for. the Coast. I received 
great civilitys in all the towns and villages of that 
delightful country as I passed along, the long time I 
had serv’d in a publick caracter having made me very 
known to ^em all, and in 6 days I arrived at i)avy- 
cota the southernmost settlement belc\nging to the 
Company on the coast.^^, 

I found on my arrival there, that the French from 
the Garrison of Chilumbrum were besieging the fort 
of Pollincota, which belongs to the Nabob of Carpy. 
Their being masters of that place, would prove ex- 
treamly prejudicial to both St. David’s and Davycota, 
as 'detachments from thence could easily intercept the 
Company’s cloath, as well as all sorts of provisions^ 
which Ve are sdpply^d with froip thp \yorriarpoVam 
country. , 

'^As we had perfect intelligence that 'they had 

O V O 

dram'd Chilumbrun^ o£ all their best men, in order 
to (Htny on ^ this siege, Z,edvic/d Mr. ^Hopkins the 
Chief of Davycota to wMte to the Governor of Fort 
St. David’s^ for 100 men and a few scaling-ladders^ 
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with which I offer’d my service^ to take the advan- 
tage the weakness of tfie garrison offered U3. But 
Mr. Starke sending for answer that he coud not 
c possibly spare such a detachment^ on account of the 
weakness of his garrison^ we contented ourselves with 
sending an officer with 30 soldiers and 200 Sipoys to 
throw themselves into Pollincota. * 

The French never staid for their getting in, which 
they might easily have prevented, but on the first news 
of their approach rajs^d the siege and rah away, leaving 
2 12‘pounder^ behind ’em, and all their ammunition. 
Lieut. Frazier who commanded our party, enter’d the 
fort with colours flying and was receiv’d by the inhabi- 
tants as their deliverer. After repairing the breach 
he mounted the ‘ enemy’s two guns on the ramparts, 
and in several affairs which he has since had with the 
' Chilumbrum garrison has allways defeated, ’em, tho’ 
three to one. 

While I staid at Davycota, we received the agree- 
aW news, that since my departure frchn Tritchenopoly 
the Frjench had made an attempt to take it by scalade,^ 
but without success. They got in possession of the 

V ^ 

battery which goes by my name, without any oppo- 
ritioa, owing to either the. neglect or treachery of the 


‘•The28thofNoTr. 1768.' 
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Jemidar of Sipoys who commanded there, and enter’d 
to the number* of 600 French at 4 o^clock in the 
morning before* they were perceiv’d. When they had 
all got up, they imagined the fort was their* o\fu, and* 
turning the artillery inwards which they found dn the 
battery ^they fir’d grape ink) t*he town. • But they soon 
found they were* egregiously deceiv’d in their hopes, * 
The place they had got possession of waj more than 
an old gatewa;^ on the outward wall, an^ ha(h no^coifn- 
munication with the inner one, which overlook’d it by 
a great many foot, and they had that still to scalade, 
before they coud becowfe masters of the place. The 
reason of my having made a battery on the gateway 
was in order to flank the fosse, for which purpose its 
projecting from the body of the place made it very 
convenient. • * ^ 

They had made 2 other false attaeks on different 

« 

part^ of the town, to draw the attention of the Euro- • 
pean force, while their main body made their gramr 
eflort on this. But the noise they inafle with their 
musketry, drums, and huzza’s, whfin they*^hafl got# 
possessiod of this battery, soon convneed our people 

that their real attacbwas on that side, and our JBuro- 

• . • • • * 

pean d)ody,« paarching with ftlT possible diligence, lin’d. 

the part of*the inner wall which overlo6k’d*the battery 
the enemy vaere possessed of, 

.. 15 
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^^The hot fire of musketry made by this party, joiuM 
to the fire of 4 pieces of cannon, which from the flanks 
of other bastions greatly annoy’d the enemy, soon con- 
^yinc’d ’emi of their mistake, and a few of the bravest of 
’em had resolution enough to rear 3 ladders against 
the inner wall.** But thdsecwho first mounted being 
immediatiy kill’d,. j;he rest gave over the affair as im- 
practicable, and every one endeavour’d to get himself 
under some s?ielter from the fire, which every minute 
became more teiriblc by the arrival of fresh musketeers 
and matchlock men from all parts of the town. When 
they first found their mistake,,, they had haul’d their 
ladders after ’em up the first wall in order to plant 
’em against the second, which now prov’d their ruin, 
and left ’em no prospect of escape but by leaping a 
wall 30 fmt high into the ditch. Finding themselves^ 
therefore, fairly caught between the walls, they did 
not chuse to wait till ’twas clear day, as the garrison 
"Ifould then (they knew) not fire a ^hot .in vain, but 
begging quarter on^ their knees in the most piteoua 
manner. " 

^Just as the^day began to dawn, 9 officers and 
400 soldiers surrender’d themselves prisoners of war. 
.100 were foo^d kill’d add wounded on and abort the 
battery. And the poor remains, at the hazard of their 
lives, leap'd 'the wall and escap’d to their black army 
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and corps de reserve which drawn up at some dis- 
tance to Vait the event of the enterprize. The prisoners 
were immediately confin’d in the place with the zest 
of their coilntrymen, and the arms being, collected^ 
amounted to 600, with one petard. • 

It was with great difficulty the Sipoys and Nabob’s 
people were restrain’d from cutting ’pm all to pieces^ 
and ’tis a pity that the humanity and mernifull dispo- 

sitiou so natural to our nation, infiuenceti ’eiu at that 
• • 
tune to take so much pains to prevCblT it. For th^ 

French confess’d afterv^ards that theydiad orders to 

give no quarters for 4 Jiours had they succeeded, and 

had free liberty for that time to plunder the place. 

The commanding officer of the attack was exces- 

sively drunk when he was taken, as were 2 or 3 others, 

and their private men had no less *than 9 drams each 

given ’em irom the time they left Syzingam till they 

planted their ladders against the fort wall. Besides 

every man had a small loaf of bread *steeped in arrac^* 

in*his pocket, 'f’he Frencfi allways u^e •this method 

with their people, tho’ they won’t allow that it is lowing ^ 

to any suspicion of want of bravery to undertake dhy 

enterprize. One quarter part of such a proj)ortion of 

liquoiji serv’f} j;o a^body of Englisblnen be(pre an action . 

would havef render’d ’em ^ite ungovertiabib.”* 

— • - 

• Fol. 161-64. 

.15 
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Thus ended, in signal defeat, this attempt of the 
French to capture Trichinopoly. T^hey knew that 
Captain Kilpatrick, the new commandant, was badly 
’*woundpd,*and so they hoped to take the* garrison by 
surprise.* 

In the ^Eiist India Records for 1754 I find- the fol- 
lowing : — 

u V Fort St. George, March 4th, 1764. ^ 
Letter f^m Captain Dalton read as entered 
hereafter, desiring leave to resj^n his commission and 
proceed to Europe on the Durrington, having delivered 
in all his accounts, signed by the Nabob, and request- 
ing also a certificate of his behaviour to entitle him to 
his half pay in the King’s Service, having been left 
here by Admiral Boscawen on those conditions. 

r 

Agreed, that Captain John Dalton’s resignf^tion 
ije accepted, that he have leave to proceed to Europe 
onHhe Durrington,^ and that a. certificate be granted 
him as de'^ired.’^ ' 

* The attacktvn balton^B baiiety is described by Qcjonel Lfiwrence 
in his Narrative. A full account o. it appeared in the^y^6/ic Adver- 
tiser of October 28, 1764. This historical battery still boars Captain 
Dalton’s name. 
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Captain Dalton’s letter was as follows ; — 

Fort St. Davids 20th Feb. 1764. 
Honble. S\k and Sirs, • 

^^As I informed you when I apply ed • to be 
relieved from the command of the Garrison of 'frichi- 
nopoly ^hat it lyas my infention to resign ^the Hon. 
Co.^s Service in order to return tft Europe, I must 
now desire your permission to do it, and tl^t you will 
please to give »the necessary directions to thS Captmn 
of the Durrington to receive me on board. * 

" I hav.e delivered in 'to the Governour my account 
with the Nabob AnnavSrde Cawn,* passed and signed 
by him in the manner you were pleased to direct in 
the letter I had the honour to receive from you on 
that subject, and have delivered the Nabob’s receipts 
in full from all his people that served under*my com- . 
maod. 

*'*As it is expected by the Lords, of the Regency * 

thiit tlBd officers ef His Majesty’s Service left in Indih 

• • * * * 

by Mr. Boscawen produce certificates of their beha- 
viour in order to obtain their half pay, I must request * 
Gentlemen that you will please to grant me such a one 
from your Honble. Board, as ^ou^ think my* behaviour 

\ • , • 

* Meaning Mahommed Ali, eon of Anwarodean Khan, or, as the 

name is sometiyiee spelt, Annaverde Cawn. * 
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« 

entitles me to during the time I have had the honour 
to serve in your troops. 

have now only to add my acknowledgments for 
<.the genteql treatment I have always received in your 
ServiQe^ and to assure you I shall always remain with 
the most profound respect apd consideration^ 
honourable Sir and Sirs, 

** Yr most obedient 

, M 

“ And very Humble servant, 

“ J. Dalton.” • 

” To the Honble. Thosv Saunders, Esq., 

“ Presidt. and Govr., &c.. Council of 
“ Port St. George.” 

I find this entry among the accounts, under date of 

March 9, 1754 . 

' * 

t The Secretary pays in 30 Pagodas on account of 
Capt. John Dalton for permission of passage to Europe 
^pn the Durrington.” 

T^e Durnngton sailed for England on March 10^ 
'-as shown by this entry in the Records : — 

** Hon. Co/d ship ^ Durringtoh^’ Richard Drake; for 
England.^^ 

Extract from Captain Daltbn’s Journal « 

** Having 'taken my passage on board the Duning* 



M^MOIB OF CAPTAIN DALTON. 281 

• 3 

ton^ Indiaman, for Europe^ I resigned my Commission 
to the iGovernor and Council the 1st March, 1754, 
who were pleased to return me thanks^for my services, 
and on the 10th of the same month we sailed /ron^ 
Madrass Road.” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

% 

CONCLUSION. 

ft 

And thuH the dyiug voieran spako 
“’‘AT^ son ft 1 loave to thee a prize— 

The Hword of Bunker Hill.” 

ft* • * 

‘^TI/TADE the Scilly Isles *6ff Land’s End, 80th 
September 1754. Total from the time of 
our leaving St, I)avid^s in India to our making the 
Scilly Islands off the Landes End of England, 14,520^ 
run by thp logg, in miles. The true distance in miles, 
13,917.’" 

^ Thus ends Captain Dalton’s Journal. The Durrihg- 
fon"" arrived at Portsmoutji on OctCtber 2,* and ssr, 
aftef an absence of thn and a half eventful years, John 
ftOalton*" returned to the port he had sailed ^from in 
H.&.S. Prestoik.’" He had left Portsmouth ais a 
Bubaltorn, ifith little, if anything* beyond his pay to 


* Public Advertiser^ Oct 8, 1764- 
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support him. He returned there with a fortune of 
jBlOjOOCf, and ^ very fair share of military fame. Ex- 
cepting the ^‘thanks ’* of the Governoi* and Members 
of Council, Captain Dalton received no other honours^ 
from the East India Company for his important ser- 
vices. In that early sl^ge of theiy existence the 
Company did ndt generally give pensions* bonuses, or 
decorations. In these days one quarter of Captain 
Dalton’s services would have* been rec^nised by |)ro- 
motion and other honours; but as ho amassed a* good 
fortune in India he may be said to h^ve derived the 
most solid advantages^,from his Indian service. The 
Nabob of Arcot behaved very generously to the de- 
fender of Trichinopoly, and, besides other presents, 
presented Dalton with a sword* — a good cut-and-thrust 
weapon, wlpch would have cheered the heart of the 
most stalwart Highland chieftain out on the war-path* 
in the forty-five.” This sword has been as much 

Thin Hword. whfch has a re(i»vMiret covered ^cabbard with silver 
mountings, is preserved at Langton Hall. *The Dorsotsbiro Regiment 
(old 30tb) possess a remembrance of the Nabob of Arceft in tbo sbapo 
of a handtvjiue silver-mounted drum-major's cane whic^ Mahofymed 
All presented to tbo corps *iu 1767, with the fol^wing device and 
inscrip/ion tbi»roon ; — • 

Device — An Kleplant, with mattp, “JPrimue in India,” Plassey, 
1767/ * • •» , 

9 ^ ^ • 

Inscription — Nabob of Bengal overturned by the 39th Regiment 
and the Company's troops the 22nd September, 17S7.f , 
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'Cherished by Captain Dalton’s descendanta as the 
sword referred to in the American pdem — ^tlle sword 
of Bunker HilU . . 

k A ceatyiry and a quarter have passed* since John 
Daltojfi’s return home^ after an absence of nearly 
eleven years^ but it is ptea^aut to picture the joyful 
meeting between the long-parted mother and son. It 
is only a picture which a romantic fancy can depict, 
asjthere is nothing left on record to tell us of it. I 
believe his mother tq have resided at Kendal since sbe 
lost her husband. And her son^s visits there are borne 
testimony to by two original^ portraits of him by 
George Komney, who resided some time at Kendal 
before proceeding to London in 1763^ and painted por- 
traits at two and a half guineas per head^ which price 
he raised to five guineas when he went to London. 

In the Arnjy List/’ published by authority m 
1766y the name of John Dalton appears^ under, the 
following head : — >* 

'*<Half-Pay» •Twelve Independent Companies from 

the East Indies under Admiral Boscawen/^ 

* « • 

*^lst Lieutenants ; — ^ 

Colin Campbell, 

, McPherson, 

Dugald Pamfbell, • 

*^JoHN Dalton, 

^'Mathew Valkeb.” • 
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His balf-pay as 1st Lieutenant was 2s. 4(1. per day. 
In the following year his name disappeared from the 
above list. Whether he voluntarily resigned his half- 
pay on his iharriage, or commuted it, does i^ot appear > 

9 

but I think it most likely that he was allowed t 9 com- 
mute his pension for a suiu cff money down, as is often 
done in the present day, and always gives satisfaction , 
to the recipient at the time, whatever it may do 
afterwards. ^ J ' ' 

• We now come to what may be^termed the most im- 
portant domestic event in Captain Dalt 9 n’s life. This 
was his engagement, a^d subsequent marriage to, the 
aecond daughter of Sir John Wray,* Bart., of Glent- 
worth, Lincolnshire, and Sleningford Park, Yorkshire. 
There is a tinge of romance about his meeting with 
this lady which he himself used to love to tell to his 
family in after years, and relate bpw Fortune gavc^ 
iiiin the greatest prize which she could possibly have 
bestowed. This was how it happbned. Being one 
evening at the village inn at Gveenltammerton, near 
York, there arrived late in the evening in their nhariot 
the widowed Lady Wray and her daughters. There 


* (l^welfth^jftart. of Glentwo][th. He married, *^arch 4, 1727-Sf 
Frances Norcliffe, daughter, and eyentual hefr, of Colonel Fairfax 
Norcliffe, of J^angton. , } 
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was no sitting-room free for them, so Captain Dalton 
immediately sent them word he would vacate nis, and 
retire to his bedroom. They could do no less than 
request hiya to stay and sup with them, which he did, 
and h^nce arose the attachment to Miss Isabella Wray, 
the second daughter, whibh^ ended in their marriage 
f on March f,'l756,^in Ripon Minster.* 

* . * ** * * 

• 

In \76? Mrs. James Dalton died at Kendal, and was 
buried in the parish church, where is still to be seen & 
small brass irfscribed with the name of Elizabeth 
Dalton, widow of Captain Jaihi^s Dalton of the 6th 
Regiment, who departed this life the 11 of July 
1769.’* She lived to see her son surrounded by all 
those blessings which tend to make a good man happy ; 
and this happiness threw a bright refleetton over the 
declining years of one who had been sorely* tried in 
^Jife^s rough journey. 

" ^Six children were born to John and Isabella Paltop 
— thVee sous alnd thr^e daughters. Of these, five lived 
to maturity; the 'other, a daughter, died an infants 
The eldest soi? entered the army at an early age,. 


^ “ March 7, 1^6, John Dalton, Ee^., of the parish of Hauxwell, 

and Isabella Wray, of this parish.” — Marriage registers, Ripon 
Minster. 
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and in 1780 attained the rank of captain in the 11th 

Light BragooiN. When quartered iu Scotland, as a 

aubalteru, Thqmas Norcliffe Dalton, received much 

* 

kindness frt»tn the Earl and Countess of Northesk. 

» 

The former had renewed his old acquaintance and 
friendship with Captain Dalton, who had served three 
years as*a Marihe officer on board the EjfrUs ship, the 
Preston/’ There is a letter still extant from Anne 
Countess of Northesk to thcTLady TorjVehcn,* Bristol 
Street, E(linb\irgh, speakAg of ^tlie tgreat desire her 
Lord and herself had to /show some givility to Cap- 
tain Dalton ; how little they could do to entertain 
a young man ; that at Hopetoun House ho would see 
the best that Scotland affords ; that Lord Ilopef will 
be very glad to see him. I am sure,” continues 
her Ladyship, ^^it has hurt both my Lord and I 
greatly that we cannot show Mr* Dalton how much 
we^ esteem his parents in him, and the old kindness 

and goodwill that was between his father and him 

* ,* 

we would wish to be continued by generation between 
their children and ours. 1 trust t9 your,, Ladyship's 


* ‘Widow of the J^h Baron Torpichon. ’ 

j > * 

t James Loid Hope succeeded as 3rd Earl ot^ Hopetoun in 178k 
He married," in 1766, Elizabeth/ eldest daughter of Admiral the Earl 
of Northesk. > , 
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goodness to make this letter acceptable to Mr. Dalton; 
and when next you write to Mrs. Dalton^ will 
your Ladyship /orgive me to beg you ujill take the 
^rouble of offering our best and most sincere good 
wishes/for their health and happiness and that of their 
family. The fipe little girl I saw with Lady Wrey 
. [sic) will Do<e be a woman almost.” * * 

t 

The ” fine little girl ” referred to in Lady Northesk^s 
letter, was ei/her Captain Dalton’s elder daughter^ 
Prances Elizabeth, who married, in 1*778, Williatp 

»• O 1 

Garforth, Esq^, of Wiganthorpe, Yorkshire, or his 
equally handsome younger daughter, Isabella, who 
married, in 1787, George Baker, Esq., of Elemore, 
Durham. The latter daughter had the honour of 
being Lord Clive’s god-daughter, as the following 
entry in the Daltoik family Bible records 
‘ Isabella, the third daughter, t born Deqeniber 8, 
1763, on Thursday at half an hour before two in the 
^afternoon. Gossips : Lady Vanburgh, Mrs. Ar- 
tliington and fhc Rt.^HonbW. Lord Clive.” 

In l<763(Lord Qlive was in England, and the two old 
friei^.ds and companions in arms doubtless met on 
several occasions. Had Lord Cliye been spared , a few 

* ifndatcJd, but ^ritton before 29th May, 1780. 
t second daughter died an infant. ^ 
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years longer to his friends, he would have had every 
reason tt> feel proud of his god-daughter. 

Were this Jiot a biography, I would# now close ^my 
narrative with the Nabob of Arcot’s exclams^ion of — « 

'' WHAT CAN I SAY MORE?” • 

but the laws of Jbiography ^compel me *to ^o on to the 

very end. • 

After twenty-four years ;of happy* idArried life^ 

Captain Dalton had the xuisfortune to losjlr hisiwife,. 
• * • . 
and after his daughter Isal ella^s marriage he, in 178f, 

resided by himself at Sleningford, near Ripon, in the 

old Wray mansion, whfch he had purchased from his 

brother-in-law, Sir Cecil Wray. He lived to see his 

eldest son — who made an advantageous marriage in 

1784 — succeed to the NorcliflTe estate in 1807 * oif the 

death of his maternal aunt. Lady NorclifFe of Langton.^ 

Ho lived to see his second son and namesake attain 

the rank of major and brevet lieutenjant-colonel in the* 

• 

4^h Light Dragebns, after having served for a short 
time in North America under his fkther-in-law General 
Prescott, to whom the young John Dalton acted as* 
Btide ‘de-camp. He lived to see bis youngest son. 


* On succeeding to the Norcli;Pe estates, Captain ^homas DaltqpT 
assumed by royal license the name and arms of Norcliffe . — London 
Gazette. 
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James,* enter the church, and make a very happy and 
advantageous marriage. And in the happiness and 
pro^peiity of his sons and daughters, the* old veteran 
(enjoyed a, bright and happy old age. 'His martial 
spirit descended on his children to the third and fourth 
generation. In the Penihsviar war, the only so - vif 
I the old veteran’s eldest son highly distinguished him- 
self as a lieutenant in the 4th Dragoons, at the battle 
of , Salamancaj’ where he was badly wounded ; and 
another grandson | . (the ^dest son of I 'cutenant 
Colonel Dalton) also took p2"t in several of the hard- 
fought battles of that great war. 

On July 11, 1811, the forty-second anniversary of 
his beloved mother’s death, the spirit of the single- 

i 

minded and brave old soldier passed 

« 

“ From life across the sea of death — honio.” 


t * Ho was Rector of "Croft, Yorkshire, for over thirty years. 

"f Afterwards Major-General NorcMffe Norclifli;, K.H., of Laiigton. 

} Captain John Dalton *jf the 4th Dragoons, who eventaally inhe- 
rited SlQniDgfrrd,and ^he Lincolnshire estates of the extinct Baronets 
He was father of the gallant Major Thomas Norcljife Dalton, 
of the 49th Regiment, ^ho was killed at the battle of Inkermann, 

» % 
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Commissions, 1716-20. Ikish EsTAjjLijjyMKNT. 


James Dalton, Gent. 




A commission da1;ed S^dTlay 
pf July ,1718,*anjl^ signed as 
i>bove^ (t.c. by ‘ the IriSb 
.-^'Council) to b^ Ensign of the 
Company whereof John Mur- 
ray, Esq., is Captain, in the 
room of John Cottrell, in the 
Eegimont of Foot commanded 
by the Hon. Colonel Kobert 
Dprmcr. • 


C^From the Record Office, •Dublin.) 


Marohino Orders.* 

Ah order dated July 11, 1719, for ^Colonel Dormer’s j 
Regiment of Foot to march from Dublin to Limerick* 

. ^ . to reach Lhnerick baf racks August 4. 

(Record Office, Dul)ljn.) 

• 

MlSCELDANEOtrS EnTRI^ES. ^ 

Several companies, of Dormer’s Regiment at Einsalo 
in November 1723. Four jcpmp^nies at Waterford in 
February 1*725. Head-quarters of the*»Regiment in, 
Dublin in August 1725. One company* at Palmerstowtf, 
in County Dublin, autumn of 1725. 

^ (Record Office, Dublin.)* 
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List op Officebs in Dormer’s Regiment of Foot, Sep- 
tember, 1727 : — 


Field Officers an J 
< Captains. 

‘James Dofmer, 
Cob 

John Murray, 
Lt-Ool. 

John Cott<3rell, 
Major 

Richard M'ller/. 

Captain ^ 
Nathaniel Mitchell 
Arthur Breroton 
Robert Saundet's 
Frederick Gore 
Edward Southwell 
Philip Beard 


Lieutenants. 

Elias Landy, 
Capt.-Lieut. 

C. Nelson. 

Albert Dtf Brisay. 
Abraham Hunt. 
Wm. Goodricke, 
Georgii Bell. 

John Swetenham. 
James McGee. 
Jbhn Galy. 

Janies Dalton. 1 
Henry Jolly*. J 


Staff Officers. 


* ' Ensigns. 

Wm. Jenkins. 
Ancketell Mou- 
tray. 

Thomas Freeman. 
I’rancis Marcier. 
Wm. Burrard. 
Fras. Lestnnge. 
Oliver Walsh. 
Lancelot Baugh. 
Davis Bayley. 

Grenadiers. 


John Johnston, Chaplain. 
Francis Marcier, Adjutant. 
George Bell, Surgeon. 
(Record Office, Dublin.) 


' Dustin Jowrnal, May 7, 1726. 

Right Hen. the Earl oi Cavan has disposed of the 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy of Brigadier Dormer’s Regiment to 
^ Major' Mqi^ray . ‘ 

Embarkation Orders. 

Colonel Guise’s Regimonf of Foot (late Dormer’s) to 
• gail from Doiiaghadee, County Down, June SO, 1730. 

(Record Office, Dublin.) 
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Arm¥ List, 1740, in the Eoyal United Service Library, 
Whitehall Yard, S.W., Ogives the following list of 

OflScers in Brigadier Guise’s Regiment of Foot : — 
• ^ 

Date of present 
commission. 


Brigadier-General — 

John Guize,* as Colonel 
Lieutenant-Colonel — 

Jo"lih Murray - 
Major — 

Nathaniel Mitchell - 

Captaftis — 

Richard !^Ciller - - • 

Arthur Brereton - / 

Frederick Gore - / 

James Hamilton 
Henry Southwell 
Abrahain Huntf 
George Bcllf - 
Captain-Lieutenant — 

James Daltonf- 
Lieutenants — , 

John Swetenham 
Abraham Hamilton - 
Davis Baylief - 
John Boitouxf - 
Francis Mercierf 
A'lk. Montriy - 
Oliver Walsnf - - ^ 

John Lucasf - 
George Holwell 
Aleji. Murray - , - 


- 1 Nov. 1738? ^ 

- 6 July, 172f). 

* 

- ’ 19 Jan. 1739-40. 

- a 4.718--1&'. 
29*AijgT1721. 

. , • SAprtl, 1726. ■' 

- ll*Jau. 1728-9. 

-f - 28 Jan. 1735-6. 

- 14 Aug. 1738. 

- 19 Jan. 1739-40. 

- ’ Ditto. 

- 29 Aug. 1721. 

- 11 Jan., 1728-9. 

- 25 Jan. 1729^30. 

- 19 Aug. 1731. 

- 16 April, 1753. 

- 3 July, 1733. , ' 

- 26 All?- 1737, 

- - 31 Jau. 1737-8. 

- •l4Aut.l7S8. 

- 19 Jan. 1739-!tO. ' 


* M'lny years (ioiernor of Berwick; he died a Oeaoral'in June, 
1765 * * * •# 

f Diod on ^active service in t^e West Indies hetwogn March 8 pj»jd» 
May 18, 1742. Administration of the ofiFocts of Captain Abraham 
Hunt, “ who died in Jamaica,” formerly of Pontvino (?) N.B., was 
granted Octo^br 2G, 1743, co«his widow, Margaret Hunt. ' 
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MEMQIB OF CAPTAIN DALTON. 


Ensigns — 

James Murray - 
Thomas CoQte - - - 

Thomas Garaway* - 
George? Willan 
William Richardson - 
JBdward Wilson 
Benjamin Foyster* - ♦»- 

Tomkiiii^ Powell* 

Sir William Mtixwcll 


Date of present 
• commission. 

25 Jan. 1739-40. 
16 April, 1733. 

26 April, 1733. 

3 July, 1733. 

26 March, 1737. 

27 Aug. 1737. 

31 Jan. 1737-8. 
4*Feb. 1758-9. 

3 Peb. 1734-6. 


^Establishment of Pensions fob Widows of 

® OPFICfteRS. * 

*" • 1 t 

List for Jul^ 1743 iil’the Puplic Record Office, London: 
a Guisfe’s Regiment. 


Names of Widows. 

“^Quality of their 
husbaiiCs. 

Pension 
per ann. 

Mary Collyer 

Captain - 

^26 

Anne Duval 

Lieutenant 

20 

Elizabeth Warmer 

Do. 

20 

Mary Goodriche - 

^ Do. 

20 

Ellen Beard 

Captain - 

26 

Ann Landy 

Captain- Lieut. - 

• 20 

Elizabeth McGee - 

Lieutenant 

20 

Anne Saunders - 

Captain - 

26 

Catherine Willan - 

Ensign 

16 

Mary Mercier"* 

Lieutenant <• 

20 

Ann Bailie 

Do. 

20' 

*Margarot^Hunt - 

Captain - 

26’ 

Ekzabeth Dalk)n - 

Do. 

26t 


* Died on active service in the West ‘Indies between ISidiirch 8 and 
May 18, 1742. ^ ' 

t It will be seen from this pension that James Dalton^ was a 
Captain and Bot a Captain-Lioutonant in tlio regiment wlion lio died. 
^Tbe pension for n-taptuin-lioutonant’s widow was oniy 020 a yeae,'. It 
ap]^oars from ft lator list of ponsitris in the Public I^tcord Office, 
London, that John Boitoux was Captain-Lieutenant of Guise’s Regi- 
ment at his deatili iij^ the spring of X742, and his wi^ow received a 
pension of 4^20 per annum. * 
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Cap’»’ain Dalton’s Manuscript at Langton Hall. 

• * Pago in 

Pago in Orme, 8rd 

Year. ^ . Subject. fche MS. od., vol. i. 

1743. Siege of Pondicherry - - 1 79-^1 

1749. Death of Nabob of Arcot - - 2 . 127, 12^ 

1750. Trivadi 2 167 

Duploix - - - u - - 3 •150«-132 

1750. April- Lawrence retwns to Fort • 

St. David .... % . U6 


The Soubah to Arcot - - 

3 

171 

J?rivendiparam - - 


148-150 

1750. Oct. Lawrence goes to England 

.10 

167 

Chunda* Sahib 

. . 10 • 

l]8,ll9 

175^. March 1. Embassy - ^ - • - 

March 24. Commander, French 

*14 

.f 

'138. 

Deserters, and Retreat > 

15, 16 

140 

Marzafa Jung suxrendorl 

— 

141 

Coiisi>iracy. Tlie Nabob - 
1750. Dec. 20, 21. Would take no 

19 

145 

warning .... 

20, 21 

155, 156 

1751. May 21. Verdachelem 

23 

171 

1751. June 19. Volcondah •- 

Plan /)f the Battlefield of Uta- 

24-29 

171-74 

Jboor 

• Plan of the Battlefield. 

30, Sit 

174, 175* 


1751. July 13, Advanced Guard - 32,34 175,176; 

[Compare this paragraph with* 

• • Orme.Jf • ^ • 

•Retreat on Trichinopoly - • - * 454 177*-189 

1751. A.ug. Coiladdy - - - 3^ UBO, 181 

Siege of Trichinopoly lasted • , • 

, ‘three months* - - - 39 ®0 

^InnisKhan .... 48-51 204,205 

Jackalls and ^Lreot . - . • • 206 

$ Cliija at Arcot r * -• - 41^5,58 

175i. Trasler and Cope’si Expedition • • ^ * 

and Captain Dalton’s - - 52, 55, 58 206, 207 

Trichinopoly - . - - • 59 207 * 
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MEMOIR OF CAFTAIN BALTO"^. 


Extract from Captain Dalton’s MS. 1)ourna,^i with 
the parallel passage in Orme. 


Dalton* a Journal. 

_ Fof. :}4-5. 

** The enemy’s whole army by 
folio wingf 11 ^ so close all the way, 
t were l^d within a very little dis- 
tance of the* battalion drawn up 
iwith 8 pieces »ofVannon in their 
front, which they foudd them- 
selves expos’d to as soon as we 
formed in a )^To wYh the rest, 
^heji^for somg timef made a halt 
and eifleavof-i'*d to, keep their 
gremnd Bheltercjl f>y the/ rocks 
ana stones, but our artiycry 
f officer ply’d Ihcrf' so waniily 
with his guns that they found! it 
impossible to stay, and in quit- 
ting their cover to run off suffer’d 
very much as long as our cannon 
could reach them, and left all their 
dead on the spot. The French 
never appear’d until the affair was 
over, ifnd then came and encamp’d 
on the ground I had quitted with 
the advanced ^uard. Their black 
camp extending itself along the 
foot of the mountains, the French 
pitched their tents in the little 
, tppe of green trees, mark’d on the 
plau, by which means the ad- 
vanc’^ guard fro^ tur camp and 
theirs were within musket^shot of 
each otlhor. ^ ,, 

< “We had I found in this late 
action enough to do to repulse 
their numerous V^lack ‘army, Ifut 
now that they were join’d by a 
number bf Europeans at lea^^t 
equal to ours, an^M regulai^ train 
of ^ ’•-tillery, tha eighty of so supe- 
rior a force now become so near 
peighbours to us^ made us resolve 
not to wait the nestfc day, when 


Orme's History. 

Edit. 1775, p{). 170-7. 

“ The enemy following them 
were insensibly led within a small 
distance of the whole force now 
uffitod with eight pieces of, cannon 
in front; they at first 'appeared 
determined to stand their ground 
and bring on a general action ; but 
finding themselves severely galled 
by the artillery, which together 
with the whole liAo advanced upon 
tlicm, they gave way and lost 808 
Inen before they got out of cannon- 
shot ; their cannon wore ill served 
and did hut little damage, and the 
Fron/h battalion never appeared 
until the firing censed, when they 
were discovered taking possession 
of the village, in the rear of which 
the rest of the army likewise 
pitched their tents. 


“ Altho’ the post in tho streights 
was ^eemod defensible, it was 
feared from the groat superiority 
of Ghupda Saheb’s cavah»v and 
Sepoys that ho would detach a 
body of men, and j^ost it between 
t^o camp and Trichinopoly, irom 
which city tho army' drew all its 
provisions across the two largest 
rivers in the Oamatk. From this 
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Dalton's Journal — cont. 

’twas pi^bablo they would renew 
the attack with their united force, 
so we decamp’d .silently in the 
night, and marching through 
Woot«toor village, took the garri- 
son out of the fort with us, as the 
place was not tenable, and then 
proceeded on our march for 
Tritchenopoly. We never halttd 
till 2 o^jlc^k the ifbxt day, when 
we arriv’d on the banks of the 
groat Coleroon river about 3 or 
4 milcsifrom that place, with our 
poor people almost jaded to death. 
’Tis astonishing •how they werb 
el)lo to perform a march of 18 
hours without rofreslimont, aftc/ 
the fatigue they had undergone in I 
the action which kept them under j 
arms from morning to 4^1^ the 
evening, and wo march Vi off at ! 
p 8 o’clock at night, yet they did it i 
with groat choorfulnoss consider- ( 
Jng our situation at the time.” I 


Orme^s History — cont. 

apprehension it was dotenniiiod 
to retreat without delay, and the 
army decamped silently in the 
night ; they never halted tfll two 
the next day, fatigued to 6xc<|^s 
with a march of eightdbn hours, 
performed without rest is the hot- 
4tost season of this suftry •limato. 
and after tUh fatigue they had 
endured in th(» action of the pro- 
ceding dey.” 
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